
MINUTES 

Blundeston & Flixton Parish Council Meeting 

Held on Monday 18th March 2019 
  

1. Present:- Mr G Wade (Chairman), Mr S Rees (Vice Chairman), Mr J Nichols, Mr K Blowers, Mrs B 

Shaw, Mr S Perks, Mrs G Soanes, Mr B Shelton, Mr P Button, Cllr James Reeder, & 9 Parishioners were 

present. 

 

2. Apologies:  Melanie Wright, Rod Leech, Cllr P Ashdown, Cllr Keith Robinson 

 

3. Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the previous meeting held on 18th February 2019 were approved and 

signed. 

 

4. Declaration of interests: There were no declarations of interest. 

 

5. Clerks Report: 

The Clerk reminded everyone of the Village Litter pick Saturday 23rd March 09.30, meeting at the 

Village Hall. 

 

6. 15 Minutes for Parishioners input: 

A parishioner raised the poor state of the Village Sign near the Church which is in need of painting and 

repair.  It was agreed that he would talk to SOLD and get a price for repair and to include the two 

wooden village signs. 

 

A parishioner stated that the Motor Bike Show is to be held at The Plough on 5th May 2019.  Glenis 

Soanes said she would advise if the Village Hall car park would be available for them to use. 

 

7. Other Parish Business (Parish Councillors) 

Keith Blowers said the he had been informed of an accident involving 2 cars outside the school during 

the morning school run, fortunately on this occasion no one was hurt.  He asked Barbara Shaw if she had 

spoken to the School regarding the parking and she said she would talk to the Head Mistress at a meeting 

of the Governors next week. 

 

Keith said he had also been asked to report speeding on Market Lane.  A discussion was held on the 

possibility of flashing speed signs.  Cllr James Reeder stated that you are not allowed to have a 

permanently fixed sign, however you can move them.  This would therefore require two posts to be 

installed at a cost of £1,500 each plus the cost of the SID (Speed Indication Display).  Cllr Reeder said he 

would put forward our request and may be able to assist with the cost via his Highway Locality Budget. 

 

Barbara Shaw asked what had happen to the “Slow, Ducks crossing the road” signs as there have been a 

few fatalities in the village.  Blundeston in Bloom (BiB) had provided the previous signs but they had 

been vandalised.  A representative of BiB said they could consider replacing them. 

 

Barbara Shaw said that during the Bingo, Bangers and Mash evening a parishioner had registered 

concern about large knives in the kitchen.  Following a discussion it was decided not to remove them. 

 

Brian Shelton asked what the view was on the tennis fence.  It was felt that this could be repaired and the 

Play Park Committee said they would tighten and repair it.  The Skate Park is in need of some repair and 

needs urgent attention.  Simon Walker is going to complete a Safety Inspection later in the year and 

charges £60 per visit.  Paul Button reported that the disabled swing needs new ropes and a sign which 

says the swing should be used by disabled children only.  Graham Wade said he would order new ropes.  

Brian thanked the parishioners who had assisted with the installation of posts round The Pound. 



 

Sam Perks discussed the e-mail received from Stephen George regarding the silting of gullies and ditches 

and this was noted as a problem throughout the village.  Cllr Reeder said he would report.  Sam asked if 

anything was being done about the vegetation growth at Market Lane/A47 junction and offered to spray 

it with weed killer. 

 

Sam Perks reported that the trees at Peto’s Pond had got very over grown and the post and railings need 

repairing.  It was agreed that nothing could be done about cutting the trees until autumn and Sam agreed 

to look into costs of getting the railings repaired/replaced. 

 

8. District Councillors Report: (Cllr P Ashdown read in his absence) 

Cllr Ashdown reported that he has seen a copy of the inspectors final report on Waveney’s Local Plan 

and confirmed that there are no alterations from those recommended for Blundeston. The Local Plan will 

now go to Full Council on Wednesday for formal adoption. 

 
9. County Councillors Report: (Cllr James Reeder, Cllr Keith Robinson) 

Cllr Reeder asked if anyone had heard from Annette Robinson following her visit to look at the 

footpath.  It was confirmed that no update had been received.  Cllr Reeder then gave a short 

resume of work being carried out by SCC but not especially in our area including the proposed 

bridges in Ipswich, CAB funding and the Sizewell wind farm consultations. 

 

10. Planning:  

The following plan was reviewed and recommended for approval. 

Mr & Mrs K Baxter, 11 Lakeside Rise – Construction of a two storey rear extension. 

11. Election/Reelection of 2 Blundeston Charity Trustees 

Paul Button was proposed by Graham Wade and seconded by Steven Rees.  It was unanimously 

agreed to elect Paul and to re-elect Julie Hetherington to the Blundeston Charity Trust for a 4 

year term.  Glenis Soanes was thanked for her service to the Trust. 

12. Millennium Green Footpath: 

The footpath on the Millennium Green had been reported as being in a poor state.  Following an 

inspection of the path it was noted that there was a small amount of grass encroachment but that 

in general it was clean, there was no mud and was in keeping with the green. 

13. Funds from Telecoms Mast: 

John Nichols stated that he has received a response from the Glebe Committee stating that 

their position has not changed, and declining our invitation for a further site visit. However, 

they have requested full details of the new proposal that could be a "potential solution which 

would be mutually beneficial to all parties".  John proposed a response suggesting that a 

sizeable area alongside Pound Lane be portioned off with a simple lease to us (probably the 

car parking area).  We would then purchase the remainder of the field to develop as a village 

amenity.  The Parish Council would then not block any future planning application for the 

strip alongside Pound Lane.   

A discussion was held as to whether or not we would be able to afford the land and whether 

or not to pursue this venture.  It was felt that all options should continue to be explored. 

14. Finances:  

Expenditure:  Expenditure: Clerk’s Expenses £59.95 (£29.95 website hosting, £30.00 

telephone allowance) 



Income: £865.19 VAT refund 

              £583.33 Locality Budget 

15. Correspondence 

E-mail SCC - Connecting Communities - English National Concessionary Travel Scheme 

Stephen George - Ditch Maintenance - Hall Road Blundeston 

 

16. Any other Business 

Barbara Shaw was congratulated on raising £9,455 for Brain Tumour.  The next meeting is 

scheduled for Monday 15th April 2019. 

21. There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.40pm 


