
MINUTES 

Blundeston & Flixton Parish Council Meeting 

Held on Monday 15th April 2019 
  

1. Present:- Mr G Wade (Chairman), Mr S Rees (Vice Chairman), Mr J Nichols, Mr K Blowers, Mrs B 

Shaw, Mr S Perks, Mrs G Soanes, Mr B Shelton, Mr P Button, Miss M Wright, Mr R Leech & 10 

Parishioners were present. 

 

2. Apologies:  Cllr P Ashdown, Cllr James Reeder, Cllr Keith Robinson 

 

3. Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the previous meeting held on 18th March 2019 were approved and 

signed. 

 

4. Declaration of interests: There were no declarations of interest. 

 

5. Police Report: 

Sergeant Matt Brown provided an update on the Police response to the Car Break-ins and Criminal 

activity in the village.  He said that there were 20 plus incidents over a two night period in Blundeston 

but other villages in the area had also been hit.  He is reviewing all the CCTV footage and the 

investigation is ongoing.  He said many of the incidents could have been avoided and advised everyone 

to lock their vehicles and to report any suspicious activity. Patrols have been increased in the area and 

more funding will be sort if necessary.  Sgt Brown also explained to those present, the way criminals are 

using modern technology to make entry to keyless cars and the cloning of contactless cards and gave 

cheap and simple advice on how to prevent this.  He said that PC Amy Yeldham would be willing to 

come to the village and give a talk on crime prevention. 

 

Sgt Brown was also asked if it would be possible to have a Police presence at the school during dropping 

off and collecting times suggesting that 3.15 would be optimum time to arrive.  He said that whilst in 

recent years they had not had the capacity to do this they were now in a position to make random visits 

and he would add Blundeston School to the list. 

 

6. Clerks Report: 

The Clerk reminded all the Parish Councillors that they were required to complete the Election Expenses 

form and send to the Returns Office by 30th May 2019 (even if it is a Nil return), a Declaration of 

Acceptance of Office form to be given to her and to complete the online Register of Interests.  Details 

regarding completion of the online Register of Interest form will be provided when available. 

 

The Clerk reminded those present that it was the Annual Meeting and AGM next month and asked for 

ideas for changes to the format to try and encourage more of the Groups/Societies to attend.  Following a 

discussion it was decided to keep the format the same as previous years. 

 

7. 15 Minutes for Parishioners input – Agenda suspended for this item: 

A parishioner asked if the Village Hall car park and field would be available for parking for the Motor 

Bike show on 5th May.  It was confirmed that there were no bookings for the hall so the car park would 

be available and the field could be used provided that the ground was dry. 

 

A parishioner reported on his discussion with SOLD regarding the refurbishment of the Village sign and 

following a discussion it was agreed that they should be asked to go ahead.  Sam Perks offered to take 

the sign down and deliver it to them and Paul Button said he would talk to Kevin Jones regarding the 

location of the finial that was removed some time ago with a view to see if it could be remounted.  It was 

hoped that the work could be completed before July. 

 



A parishioner said that Blundeston in Bloom (BIB) would like to get involved in clearing the area around 

the village pond and painting the railings.  Sam Perks had obtained a quote of £300 + VAT to replace the 

damaged fencing.  It was agreed to accept the quote for the repair and to accept the offer from BIB.  Sam 

Perks offered to remove any debris collected following the clearing process. 

 

8. Other Parish Business (Parish Councillors) 

Keith Blowers reported that a young boy had been hurt at the Skate Park and wished him a full and 

speedy recovery on behalf of all the Parish Councillors.  He said that he had inspected the Skate Park and 

that it was in a considerably worse state than on his inspection last month and that it would take 

significant time and money to repair.  Following an in depth discussion it was decided to remove all parts 

of the skate park that were felt to be unsafe.  Paul Button offered to do this work. 

 

Keith Blowers also said that now the evenings were getting lighter the Thursday evening Play Park 

working group could recommence.  It was confirmed that new parts for the swing have been ordered. 

 

Rod Leech reported that the hedge at Peto’s corner needed cutting and asked the Clerk to write to Lord 

Somerleyton. 

 

Sam Perks said he struggled to understand the rationale behind the email received from SALC regarding 

the Greenprint Forum Steering Group. 

 

Glenis Soanes asked if there was anything that could be done about parking on the corner near the 

Village Hall.  It was confirmed that nothing could be done unless there were yellow lines. 

 

Brian Shelton asked about progress with regards to repair of the tennis netting.  It was confirmed that this 

would be looked at by the Play Park working group when they recommence on a Thursday.  He also 

mentioned chains in the play park that had originally been used to tie the benches down, Sam Perks said 

he would cut them off. 

 

Paul Button congratulated Barbara Shaw on raising £1,555.00 for Brain Tumour Charity. 

 

Steven Rees asked Barbara Shaw if the Parish Council could join the WI litter pick on 27th April at 

10.30.  This offer was accepted provided the Parish Council provided their own equipment.  The Clerk 

said she would see if equipment was available. 

 

9. District Councillors Report: (Cllr P Ashdown) 

No report due to upcoming elections. 

 
10. County Councillors Report: (Cllr James Reeder, Cllr Keith Robinson) 

No report available. 

 

11. Planning:  

The following plan was reviewed and recommended for approval. 

Mr & Mrs Ward, 19 Orchard Close – Remove existing conservatory/garden room and re-build 

larger garden room. 

12. Funds from Telecoms Mast: 

John confirmed that he had sent a letter to the Glebe committee on the basis discussed at last 

month’s meeting but had yet to receive a response.  He said he was pleased to have the 

support from the Governors of the School and the WI who had also written to the Glebe 

committee.  The Head of the Governors said that they were in full support of the proposal but 

would be unable to help financially.  



 

Melanie Wright said that she felt that there were other things that the money could be spend 

on.  John Nichols proposed that he should continue to pursue the possible purchase of the 

Glebe Land and Sam Perks seconded the motion.  The motion was carried but it was pointed 

out that this section of the meeting could be used to raise other possibilities for the use of the 

money from the Telecoms Mast and in the interim nothing was being lost by pursuing the 

possible purchase of the land. 

13. Flower Festival 

Angela Nichols has suggested that the flower festival this year on 8th & 9th June should be on 

the theme of Village Life and each organisation be invited to do a floral display. Barbara 

Shaw agreed to do the display and the Parish Council agreed to pay for the flowers.  

14. Finances:  

Expenditure: W J Jermy - £300 Playing Field Rent 

                      SALC - £434.83 Subscription 

Approval of Annual Governance Statement 2018/19 

The Annual Governance Statement was reviewed and unanimously approved. 

Approval of Annual Accounts 2018/19  

The Clerk stated that the Annual Accounts (with the CIL income and expenditure removed) 

showed an excess of Income over Expenditure of £4,052.56.  The Clerk also stated that 

because neither Income nor Expenditure exceeded £25,000 we can certify ourselves exempt 

from a Limited Assurance Review under Section 9 of the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) 

Regulations 2015.  This means that no External Audit is required and therefore no external 

audit costs incurred.  The Clerk thanked Melanie Wright for completing the Internal Audit.  

The Accounts were unanimously approved by those present. 

15. Correspondence 

E-mail East Suffolk - Adoption of the Waveney Local Plan 

SALC - Greenprint Forum Steering Group 

SALC – SCC Grass Cutting 2019/20 

Mail NSPCC – Suffolk 125th anniversary 

  

 

16. Any other Business 

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 20th May 2019 at 7.00p.m.. 

21. There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.10pm 


