
MINUTES 

Blundeston & Flixton Annual Meeting 

Held on Monday 20th May 2019 
 

1. Present:- Mr G Wade (Chairman), Mr S Rees (Vice-chairman), Mr J Nichols, Mrs G Soanes, Mr B 

Shelton, Mr P Button, K Blowers, Mr S Perks, Miss M Wright, Mr R Leach, Mrs B Shaw, Cllr P 

Ashdown, Cllr James Reeder & 4 parishioners were present. 

 

2. Annual reports were available from 1st Blundeston Scout Group, Art Circle, Parish Council Chairman’s 

Report, Blundeston Charity Trustees, Blundeston W.I., Blundeston & District Local History Society, St 

Mary’s Church, Village Hall Management Committee, Blundeston in Bloom, Suffolk County Council 

and District Council.  Full copies of these reports are available from the clerk or on the Website. 

  

The annual meeting closed at 7.10pm. 

 

MINUTES 

Blundeston & Flixton Parish Council Meeting 

Held on Monday 20th May 2019 
  

3. Present:- Mr G Wade (Chairman), Mr S Rees (Vice Chairman), Mr J Nichols, Mr B Shelton, Mrs G 

Soanes, Mr P Button, Mr K Blowers, Mr S Perks, Miss M Wright, Mr R Leach, Mrs B Shaw, Cllr P 

Ashdown, Cllr James Reeder & 12 Parishioners were present. 

 

4. Election of Chairperson & Vice-Chairperson 

The Clerk took over the meeting for the election, Barbara Shaw proposed Mr Wade as Chairperson and 

this was seconded by Glenis Soanes.  Mr Wade said that he was happy to continue and following a 

unanimous vote Mr Wade was re-elected as Chairperson.  Glenis Soanes proposed Mr Rees as Vice-chair 

and this was seconded by Melanie Wright.  Mr Rees agreed to continue and following a unanimous vote 

he was re-elected as Vice-Chair. 

 

5. Apologies: Keith Robinson 

 

6. Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the previous meetings held on 15th April 2019 were approved and 

signed. 

 

7. Declaration of interests: Paul Button declared an interest in the planning application at the Fruit Farm. 

 

8. 15 Minutes for Parishioners input - Agenda suspended for this item: 

A parishioner asked if the Parish Council would like to buy some bunting, at a cost of approximately 

£20, to go outside the Village Hall as the previous bunting did not survive the washing machine.  This 

purchase was approved. 

 

9. Other Parish Business (Parish Councillors) 

 

Keith Blowers asked if the Council would be prepared to pay £150 to get the Red Telephone Box at 

Queensway painted prior to him replacing the Glass with Perspex.  This was approved.  Brian Shelton 

said he had a couple of panels for the phone box which he would deliver. 

 

Keith Blowers reported that the Post Box on Market Lane has been removed due to a rotten post.  Royal 

Mail said they are going to reinstate the Box on a metal pole. 

 



Keith Blowers stated that on his latest inspection of the Skate Park the bin had been damaged and that 

there was a lot of rubbish in the area.  He said he was also concerned about the state of another of the 

ramps.  Paul Button mentioned that Keith Cooper has reported numerous occurrences of vandalism to his 

buildings caused by vandals coming onto his land from the corner of the field near the skate park.  The 

Police have been involved and 8 names have been given to them.  Following a lengthy discussion it was 

decided to remove the remainder of the Skate Park, partially on safety grounds but also in the hope that it 

will stop youths gathering in the area and therefore prevent vandalism to nearby buildings. 

 

Sam Perks reported occurrences of fly tipping some of which were Cannabis plants and asked everyone 

to be vigilant. 

 

Steven Rees reported an overgrown hedge near Church View but was unsure who it belonged to.  Hedge 

was thought to belong to Michael Munnings and Keith Blowers said he would have a word with him. 

 

Barbara Shaw voiced her disappointment at the adults and children who had stood in recently laid 

concrete slabs on the Play Park which had been closed to allow for the work.  She also commented on 

Dog mess in the Play Park.  It was agreed that the Play Park should have a “No Dogs” policy and Keith 

said he would get some signs made up. 

 

Barbara Shaw also commented on the large sum of money the Church has to pay each year to the 

Diocese and asked everyone to support the fund raising functions. 

 

Melanie Wright asked for everyone’s Election Expenses forms which she said she would deliver to the 

Council Offices. 

 

Brian Shelton said there were a number of overgrown hedges encroaching pathways around the village 

and he would be sending out letters.  He discussed the height of the hedge at Peto’s corner and who had 

cut the bank.  It was thought that the council had cut the bank.  He also raised concern about the shingle 

that Blundeston in Bloom have placed around a boat in Barkis Meadow.  It was agreed that edging would 

be placed around the shingle but that this was currently “work in progress”. 

 

Paul Button expressed his frustration at trying to complete the Register of Interests form on-line.  A 

frustration which was held by many.  Cllr Ashdown said that there was going to be a full review of the 

whole election process and he would forward our comments. 

 

Paul Button also reported that the ditch at the far end of the Skate Park was blocked and that it would 

need to be dug out by hand.  Sam Perks said he would have a look at it first to see if he could get near it. 

 

Paul Button also reported that the central reservation of the A47 had been sprayed off. 

 

10. District Councillors Report: (Cllr P Ashdown) 

Cllr Ashdown confirmed that the council was now East Suffolk and not Waveney and that the first full 

council meeting was to held this Wednesday when a new leader will be formerly put in place.  The leader 

has promised to visit all wards in the area in the near future. 

 

He confirmed that the Council have purchased the new affordable housing at the prison site and some of 

these are already occupied.  He also stated that Stephen George was hopeful that one of the shop sites 

will be a convenience store. 

 

Cllr Ashdown was asked for an update on the possible purchase of part of Barkis Meadow but he was not 

aware of any progress. 

 



11. County Councillors Report: (Cllr James Reeder, Cllr Keith Robinson) 

Cllr Reeder said that a report had showed Suffolk had insufficient Special Needs places and 

would be investing £45.6 million in this area.  He also reported that 98% of pupils had been 

offered their preferred primary school place.  Cllr Reeder said that he is Championing Domestic 

Abuse for SCC and working to give support and places to go for those affected. 

 

He confirmed that he has requested white lines at Peto’s corner at a cost of £1,300 - £1,500!  He 

also said he would find out what the situation was with the signage outside the school that was 

removed due to vandalism.  The notification was discussed which is going to change the parking 

outside of schools from a Police to a Civil matter in the hope that this will make enforcement 

more likely. 

 

Cllr Reeder also said that he is prepared to support speed signs in the village, and it was agreed 

that exact locations would be provided at the next meeting with the options including Market 

Lane, Queensway and The Street. 

 

Steven Rees asked Cllr Reeder to report the shoddy work done by Highways in Short Road and 

Church Road to Mary Evans as rework was needed. 

 

12. Planning: 

The following application was recommended for refusal as it was deemed to be outside the 

envelop of the village: 

Blundeston Fruit Farm, Lowestoft -  Prior Notification (Change of Use) – Conversion of barn 

to residential. 

13. Gelbe Land 

Nothing to report. 

14. Funds from Telecoms Mast 

Three quotes are being sort for the porch of the Village Hall. 

15. August Meeting 

The Clerk said that she would not be able to attend the August meeting and a discussion was 

held about cancelling all future meetings in August.  The majority wanted to continue to have 

a meeting in August and Mel offered to take the minutes if the Clerk was unable to attend. 

16. Finances:  

Expenditure:-  BHIB Insurance - £960.18 

                        GDC - £700.00 

                        Huck Nets - £160.79 

Receipts:-        Precept - £4,510.77 

20. Correspondence 

E-mail Lowestoft Town Council – Councillor Training Sessions 

Stephen George – Ditch Maintenance – Hall Road Blundeston 

East Suffolk – East Suffolk Council invite to the Parish and Town Council Planning Forum 

East Suffolk – Feedback required – Suffolk Constabulary Local Policing Model Evaluation 

Suffolk Highways – School entrance markings proposed restrictions 

 

Steven Rees commented on e-mail by Stephen George regarding the bank that has been washed away leaving 



exposed wires and asked if Cllr Reeder could chase Highways. 

21. Any other Business 

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 17th June 2019. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.30pm 


