
MINUTES 

Blundeston & Flixton Parish Council Meeting 

Held on Monday 17th June 2019 
  

1. Present:- Mr G Wade (Chairman), Mr S Rees (Vice Chairman), Mr J Nichols, Mr K Blowers, Mrs B 

Shaw, Mr B Shelton, Mr P Button, Miss M Wright, Mr R Leech, Cllr P Ashdown, Cllr James Reeder & 

22 Parishioners were present. 

 

2. Apologies:  Glenis Soanes, Sam Perks, Cllr Keith Robinson 

 

3. Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the previous meeting held on 20th May 2019 were approved and 

signed. 

 

4. Declaration of interests: Barbara Shaw declared an interest in the donation to Churchyard Maintenance 

item. 

 

5. 15 Minutes for Parishioners input – Agenda suspended for this item: 

Nothing raised. 

 

6. Other Parish Business (Parish Councillors) 

Steven Rees asked about the overgrown hedge near Church View which he had mentioned at last 

month’s meeting.  Keith Blowers said he had spoken to the owner. 

 

Brian Shelton said the he had spoken to several villagers regarding hedges that are overhanging footpaths 

and many said they would be trimmed when birds nesting in them have fledged. 

 

Brian Shelton wanted people to be aware that he has a key to the Skate Park gate. 

 

Play Park – He reported that the Lambs Head is no longer a hazard and he requested that anyone seen 

twisting around on the “lazy swing” be asked to stop as it is damaging the ropes which have steel wire in 

the centre.  It was suggested that when they need replacing chains should be used instead of the rope. 

 

7. District Councillors Report: (Cllr P Ashdown) 

Cllr Paul Ashdown stated that on Tuesday 25th June 2019 he would be showing the new leader of East 

Suffolk Council around the Ward.  Areas it was suggested that he be shown were Church Road (School 

traffic), Peto’s Corner and the Prison Site. 

 

He stated that he has Enabling Budget of £7.5k available for the whole of his ward.  The Clerk has a 

copy of the form which list projects that they can assist with. 

 
8. County Councillors Report: (Cllr James Reeder, Cllr Keith Robinson) 

Cllr James Reeder confirmed that he had forwarded a copy of his Newsletter to the Clerk.  He 

stated that he had been told that the Waiting Signs for Church Road were on the priority list but 

no time scale was given as to when they will be done.  With regards to speed limit restrictions on 

Flixton Road, the uptake report is next on the list and he will send out a draft as soon as possible.  

Mary Evans (Highways) is due to attend the next Northern Parishes Meeting at which he hoped 

that progress would have been made. 

 

He also stated that Mary Evans is raising Peto’s corner as a safety issue and not just an issue of 

faded white lines. 

 

He confirmed that he has the pack for the Speed Indication Displays and he now needs pictures of 



possible locations for the posts.  The cost is in the region of £4,000 some of which he can supply 

funding for but a contribution would needed to be made by the Parish Council.  Cllr Ashdown 

said that Corton felt their new signs were being very effective in slowing traffic. 

 

Cllr Reeder said that the work on Pound Lane should have been completed, it was noted that 

there had been no flooding in the area during recent downpours.  

 

He stated that there are now procedures to devolve grass cutting down to the Parish Council and 

he would e-mail the Clerk a link.  He said that some Councils had requested that their verges are 

not cut due to the wild flowers growing in them!  Steven Rees commented that the public areas in 

the village are not being cut as regularly as they should be. 

 

Cllr Reeder confirmed that the poor surface dressing on the roads in the village had been logged 

as a complaint, and he said he would chase Rights of Way regarding the “Old Chip Shop” 

footpath. 

 

9. Skate Park: 

The Clerk stated that at she had spoken to the owner of the land and he confirmed that at the 

end of the lease in July 2022 it would not be renewed for a further 10 years but possibly on 

an annual basis.  A discussion was held on the way forward and the following was decided. 

 

A sub-committee would be formed, the details of which would be passed to the Clerk.  This 

sub-committee would be responsible for the repair and maintenance of the Skate Park.  Cllr 

Paul Ashdown and Cllr James Reeder offered to contribute £1,500 from their Locality 

Budgets to cover the cost of materials of £1,129.78 and additional rubbish bins/collection.  

Cllr Ashdown said he would talk to the Cleansing Department to see if there was a way they 

could help with the removal of rubbish. The metal work that has been removed would be 

returned in the hope that some of it could be repaired.  All repair work would have to be 

inspected prior to it being reopened. 

 

A parishioner asked if there was an alternative more permanent site available on which a new 

Skate Park could be built.  It was confirmed that no structures are permitted to be built on the 

Millennium Green, however if our attempts to purchase or even obtain a long lease on the 

Glebe land it is possible a portion of this land could be made available for a new Skate Park.  

It was made clear that there was no point in starting any large fund raising projects at this 

time.  John Nichols said he would write to the Glebe Committee and request a reply to his 

recent letter. 

10. Funds from Telecoms Mast: 

Nothing to report at this meeting. 

11. Glebe Land: 

See above Skate Park item. 

12. Finances:  

Expenditure: Clerk’s Expenses - £89.75 (3 x Telephone Allowance, Stationery & Voucher re 

                      Audit) 

                      Bunting for Village Hall - £25.67 

                      Angela Nichols, flowers - £15.00  

Donation to Churchyard Maintenance – The Parish Council received a request to help fund a 

new ride on mower costing £1,700 and a shed in which to store it costing £560.00 for use in 

the Churchyard.  Following a lengthy discussion, Melanie Wright proposed that the Parish 



Council should purchase the Mower and Shed at a cost of £2,260.00, and that it should 

become an asset of the Parish Council to be used not only in the Churchyard but for village 

organisations at the discretion of the Parish Council.  Anyone borrowing it would be 

responsible for providing the fuel but the Parish Council would pay for the maintenance of 

the mower.  The vote was passed, 7 votes for and 1 against.  It was confirmed that no annual 

donation towards the Churchyard Maintenance would be made. 

13. Correspondence 

E-mail Corton Almshouse Charity - Vacant Bungalow 

Able Community Care - Free 'Do not knock' door stickers 

Environment Agency consultation: draft national flood and coastal erosion risk management 

strategy for England 

A parishioner - Blundeston, Pedestrian safety, No idling 

East Suffolk - Plastic Action Champions - environmental volunteering opportunity 

East Suffolk - Clean Air Day - 20 June 

  

The correspondence from a parishioner was discussed, with several of the Councillors expressing 

disappointment that a parishioner was unaware that Parking problems around the school is an issue 

raised at nearly every Parish Council Meeting.  The request to purchase additional posters was 

declined on the basis that no one takes any notice of the current signage. 

 

14. Any other Business 

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 15th July 2019 at 7.30p.m.. 

21. There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.50pm 


