
MINUTES 

Blundeston & Flixton Parish Council Meeting 

Held on Monday 17th August 2019 
  

1. Present:- Mr G Wade (Chairman), Mr K Blowers, Mrs B Shaw, Mr B Shelton, Mr P Button, Miss M 

Wright, Mr R Leech, Mr S Perks, Mrs G Soanes, Cllr Keith Robinson, Cllr P Ashdown, & 9 Parishioners 

were present. 

 

2. Apologies:  J Nichols, S Rees, Cllr James Reeder and Sarah Wells 

 

3. Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the previous meeting held on 15th July 2019 were approved and 

signed. 

 

4. Declaration of interests: There were no declarations of interest. 

 

5. 15 Minutes for Parishioners input – Agenda suspended for this item: 

The Anglia in Bloom judges were very impressed when they visited but came up with a couple of 

suggestions for improvements. One was the provision of general waste bins around the village, especially 

round the school area in Church Road where there were a lot of cigarette butts. Barbara Shaw is to speak 

to the school when the new term starts to see if they could provide a bin for these. Other sites in the 

village are to be considered, although the general consensus was that litter was not a major problem. The 

judges also recommended a wild flower area on the Millennium Green. This has been tried before but the 

docks need to be eradicated first – there is some improvement but this is a long term project. 

 

A parishioner raised the issue of the bus routes – James Reeder had reported in his absence that a  

meeting had taken place in Lound on 8 August at which a number of points were raised for consideration 

and there is a further meeting arranged for 17 September. Keith Robinson reported that the existing 

service is not being used and is therefore not commercially viable. Other services are being looked at, 

possibly using a minibus running three times a day, which would take people to Tescos from where they 

can catch a bus to either Lowestoft or Yarmouth. Another parishioner suggested that school transport 

could be used on the empty journeys to and from the school – this is run by private companies so any 

deal would need to be negotiated with them. 

 

Thanks was expressed to all those involved in clearing the area around Peto’s pond which has greatly 

improved the area. 

 

A fallen tree was reported on the corner of Hall Road – this has been placed on the grass. Paul Button is 

to speak to the relevant parties to get this removed. 

 

6. Other Parish Business (Parish Councillors) 

Keith Blowers reported that there is possibly one more evening’s work to be undertaken on Peto’s pond 

and the railings will be painted when time permits. 

 

Sam Perks asked if a new treasurer had been found for the church and was advised that there have been 

no volunteers to date.  

 

Sam also mentioned the signs relating to restricted parking on Church Road near the school, which were 

removed some time ago and asked if they were going to be replaced. Keith Robinson advised this was 

still in progress – Parish Clerk to contact James Reeder to see what is happening and get a timescale for 

these being replaced. 

 



 

In his absence, John Nichols asked that the matter of the lack of visibility at the Church 

Road/Somerleyton Road junction be raised. The new growth on the hedge has now rendered it 

impossible to see cars approaching from Somerleyton when waiting at the junction to turn right from 

Church Road. In his opinion it has now reached the point of being an extremely dangerous junction with 

a serious accident just waiting to happen and he feels the only long term answer is to install a 

roundabout. Keith Robinson advised that this has previously been discussed with Highways but it is 

considered that there is not enough room and it would be too costly given the associated legislation 

involved. Paul Ashdown suggested this be raised with Mary Evans at the Northern Parishes meeting in 

September. 

 

Melanie Wright asked about the clearance of the Millennium Green footpath. It was agreed at the last 

meeting that we would use the Community Payback scheme to undertake this work. Keith Robinson is to 

provide contact details as an email sent to Paul Tong had been returned as undeliverable. 

 

Melanie Wright also mentioned the Community Self-Help scheme, details of which had been circulated 

to all councillors prior to the meeting. Keith Robinson advised that funding would be available for 

training, equipment, insurance etc and it was suggested that this be raised at the Northern Parishes 

meeting. 

 

Glenis Soanes commented that the closure of Lound Road for gas works seemed to be excessive in 

respect of the work being undertaken. This is down to the utility company. 

 

Brian Shelton said the zip wire in the playground appears to have some rust – Sam/Keith will look at this 

and if necessary we will need to ask Simon Walker from Waveney Norse to inspect it. 

 

Paul Button mentioned that the sign for Market Lane at the A47 end was broken and had fallen down. 

Paul Ashdown is to look into a replacement. 

7. District Councillors Report: (Cllr P Ashdown) - nothing to report 

 
8. County Councillors Report: (Cllr James Reeder, Cllr Keith Robinson) 

James Reeder had provided an update on the bus service as noted in point 6 above. 

 

Keith Robinson advised that in respect of speed limits they are just awaiting police reports. 

 

9. Skate Park: 

The Chairman thanked all those involved in getting this back into use. 

The Skate Park has passed an inspection and is now open to the public.  Paul Ashdown is to 

provide a copy of the inspection report to the Clerk.  

Charlotte Read asked why the gate was padlocked as she felt this was a Health & Safety issue 

as it could hamper access if the emergency services were called to an accident. This is to 

prevent unauthorised access but it was agreed that a sign would be put up giving contact 

numbers for access if needed – Keith Blowers is to organise. 

Charlotte advised that regular inspections will take place. Litter is being collected by parents 

and a further metal bin was requested – Keith Blowers is to take this forward. 

There was a sheet of the Skatelite surface left over and Scott Larcombe is storing this in case 

of future need. 



The total expenditure to date is £1,164.76 (incl VAT) and it was suggested that signage was 

needed regarding litter, trespassing, etc. Prices are to be obtained and brought to the next 

meeting. 

There was a query regarding payment of the Smith Bros invoice – Melanie Wright is to liaise 

with the Clerk in this respect. 

10. Land off Queensway – Cadent Gas Ltd – Gas Apparatus 

 

Melanie Wright advised that the Parish Council had received correspondence from Cadent 

Gas Ltd regarding gas apparatus that is situated on Parish Council land off Queensway.  They 

previously discussed positioning the new equipment on adjacent land owned by Keith Cooper 

but this has fallen through and are proposing to put it on Parish Council land.  The demise 

measures 2.1m x 3.8m, measuring 7.98 sqm.  The easement extends to 2m along the 

Northern, Eastern and Southern Boundary of the demise with access 3m in width.   

 

They are aware that we are concerned about opening up this access and have offered to install 

a locked gate and are offering either an annual rent in the region of £125 per annum or a lump 

sum of £2,000.  They have confirmed that they will pay land agent’s fees (subject to their pay 

scale) and reasonable legal costs. 

 

Following a discussion it was agreed that the Clerk should go back to Cadent to find out what 

style of gate would be installed, exactly what equipment is to be installed and the scale of the 

work.  

It was agreed that if we approve the installation then we would use Durrants as land agents 

and they would be asked to negotiate with a view to obtaining a better annual rent. 

11. Funds from Telecoms Mast: 

Glenis Soanes reported that she has applied for a grant of £2,000 to go towards the cost of the 

replacement of the porch to the village hall – a decision is due in October. 

12. Glebe Land: 

The meeting with the Diocesan Property Services Manager is scheduled for 3rd September 

2019 at 2.00 p.m. 

13. Finances:  

Receipt: Locality Budget £750  

14. Correspondence 

E-mail SCC - Better Broadband for Suffolk Parish Councillor Briefing 

James Reeder - Highways self help scheme 

SALC - Waveney Area Forum Programme 

  

  

15. Any other Business 

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 16th September 2019 at 7.30p.m.  

Dates for 2020 meetings were advised to all councillors. 

16. There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.25 pm 


