
MINUTES 

Blundeston & Flixton Parish Council Meeting 

Held on Monday 16th September 2019 
  

1. Present:- Mr G Wade (Chairman), Mr S Rees (Vice-Chairman), Mr J Nichols, Mr K Blowers, Mrs 

B Shaw, Mr B Shelton, Mr P Button, Miss M Wright, Mr R Leech, Mr S Perks, Cllr James Reeder, 

Cllr P Ashdown, & 8 Parishioners were present. 

 

2. Apologies:  Mrs G Soanes, Cllr Keith Robinson 

 

3. Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the previous meeting held on 19th August 2019 were approved 

and signed. 

 

4. Declaration of interests: There were no declarations of interest. 

 

5. 15 Minutes for Parishioners input – Agenda suspended for this item: 

A representative of the Skate Park Committee requested the purchase of 2 signs, one to be placed on 

the gate and the other near the equipment at a cost of £39.00 each.  This was approved and they were 

advised to speak to the Clerk regarding payment. 

 

A representative of Blundeston in Bloom reported on the Gold award received for the 2nd 

consecutive year.  He thanked everyone who had supported them and contributed to the fund raising 

events.  He also thanked the “Thursday night Gang” for their assistance with the clearance around 

Peto’s pond.  Their next job is to paint the railings. 

 

A parishioner representing the Sunshine Club said that the Club was winding down but had a small 

amount of money which they would like to spend on a bench or garden seat for the village.  

Following a discussion it was decided that a good place to put this would be near the pond at Barkis 

Meadow. 

 

A parishioner asked if a Planning Enforcement Officer had inspected the house called Wilmar on 

Market Lane.  Cllr Ashdown confirmed that an officer had attended and confirmed that the height of 

the house was as per the plans.  However there was a door not on the plans and a retrospective 

planning application would need to be completed. 

 

6. Other Parish Business (Parish Councillors) 

Keith Blowers said that the “Thursday Night Gang” had cleared the dead trees and hawthorn at the 

back of the Village Hall and suggested the purchase of a small fence.  This was approved and he will 

obtain quotes for the next meeting. 

 

Rod Leech said that he had measured the hedge at Peto’s corner and it was in excess of 1.5 metres 

high, considerably above the 1 metre agreed with Lord Somerleyton.  Cllr James Reeder said that 

this was one of the things he intended to discuss with Mary Evans from Highways at the Northern 

Parishes Meeting on Thursday night.  He suggested that face to face meetings between Mary and 

Lord Somerleyton may be the way forward although the general consensus was that this dangerous 

junction could only be improved with either the removal of the hedge or a roundabout. 

 

Barbara Shaw said she had been asked by a parishioner to report to the school the number of 

cigarette butts that are outside the school gates.  Whilst the school insists they have no jurisdiction 

outside school grounds they will request that parents refrain from littering. 



 

Melanie Wright reported that the finger signpost at the Pound Lane/Hall Rd junction was broken and 

pointing in the wrong direction.  Cllr James Reeder said he would report it. 

 

Brian Shelton reported his concern regarding the rusty zip wire pulley mechanism on the play park.  

Sam Perks said he would apply some penetrating oil.  A question was raised regarding the annual 

inspection of the equipment.  Brian confirmed that he would call Simon Walker and arrange for this 

to be done. 

 

Sam Perks reported that there had been two instances of fly tipping and asked everyone to be 

vigilant.  He also asked Cllr James Reeder about the parking restriction signs that had been removed 

from Church Road and when they would be replaced.  James Reeder confirmed that whilst on the list 

they were not high priority due to the fact that they were defaced so quickly after been replaced 

previously and there was no enforcement of the signage.  Sam asked if it would be possible for the 

signs to be returned and repaired and replaced by the Parish Council.  James Reeder said he would 

look into this and report.  A suggested solution was to have peel off vinyl or Perspex on the signs 

which could be easily removed/cleaned if defaced in the future. 

 

Graham Wade reported that three quotes had been received for the replacement of the Village Hall 

porch in the sums of £10,925, £9,998 & £8,986.  Glenis has applied for a grant of £2,000, a decision 

to be made in October.  Cllr Paul Ashdown suggested contacting Ben Porter at East Suffolk as his 

role is to assist communities to find grants.  Graham said he would pass on the details to Glenis. 

 

Graham Wade read out a thank you note from Blundeston in Bloom for the mower supplied by the 

Parish Council. 

 

7. District Councillors Report: (Cllr P Ashdown) 

Cllr Paul Ashdown reported that the new East Suffolk Community Partnership had a grant budget of 

£10k for the first 6 months and £25k per year thereafter.  This is a very small amount for the area 

and population size which is represented by 14 councillors.  There is going to be a workshop 

currently scheduled for 28th October to which we will be invited to send a representative regarding 

what types of projects this money can be spent on, the basic ethos being that they should be whole 

community projects benefiting everyone. 

 

Cllr Ashdown said that there was a bigger pot of money, £300k, but this would require formal bids 

to be made. 

 

8. County Councillors Report: (Cllr James Reeder, Cllr Keith Robinson) 

Cllr James Reeder provided an update on the meetings regarding the loss of local busses, the 

visit of Mary Evans from Highways to the area on Thursday, the improvement in Suffolk 

Schools and the current situation regarding the Lowestoft Records Office proposed move. 

 

9. Planning 
The following plan was reviewed and recommended for approval: 

10A The Street – Construct 2 single storey extensions.  One will be a rear kitchen/diner 

extension and the second will be a lounge side extension. 

 

10. Land off Queensway – Cadent Gas Ltd – Gas Apparatus 

The Parish Councillors confirmed that they were happy with the response from Hamish Bott 



regarding the installation of Gas Apparatus off Queensway and it was agreed to instruct 

Nicholas Rudge from Durrants to negotiate on behalf of the Parish Council. 

11. Glebe Land: 

John Nichols read the following report of the meeting held on 3rd September 2019: 

The sub-committee attended a meeting at Diocesan House with the Glebe Surveyor, Ms 

Hannah Middleditch and Mr Allan Cole the Diocesan Director of Property Services .  Jane 

Liddell, the Chair of Blundeston School Governors also attended but Father Glen Brooks had 

a family commitment and was unable to attend. 

 

The meeting began with a recap on the current position.  We stated our wish to purchase the 

whole 4.1acres of the field in order to develop it as a public open space in perpetuity in line 

with the adjacent Millennium Green.  We explained that as an important part of this project 

we wished to provide an adequate area of approximately 1 acre, set aside for car parking for 

both the School and the Church.  Although a set of pictures illustrating the seriousness of 

school parking had been sent to the Glebe Committee, Mr Cole was not aware of them.  

Fortunately we had taken the set with us on a PC and were able to show him the extent of the 

parking problem. 

 

After further discussion of the parking problems Mr Cole produced a map of the area and 

identified land behind the School and behind the Church as being more suitable, in terms of 

proximity as a car park and suggested that we should be concentrating our efforts on 

purchasing a suitably sized piece of land there.  We explained that provision of adequate 

School and Church parking was an incidental bonus for the community in acquiring the 

Glebe field but that it was not the main driving force.  The main driving force was to secure 

this land and its historic position in the heart of the village for the benefit of the whole 

community as a public open space in perpetuity and to prevent the possibility of it ever being 

used for housing.  We made them fully aware that there is no way that the Parish Council 

would be funding the purchase of any other piece of land specifically for the provision of 

School and Church parking.  Furthermore neither the School nor the Church had the funds for 

such a project.  We reminded the Diocesan representatives that we were aware of their 

attempt to have the Glebe land included in the next Waveney Local Development plan for 

housing.  They responded by saying that they did this as a matter of routine for most of their 

Glebe land across the diocese and it was not specific to Blundeston. 

 

After further general discussion Sarah outlined our position in the form of three potential 

options in order of priority for us. 

 

* To purchase the whole 4.1 acres of the Glebe land to develop as a public open space with 

car parking provision. 

 

*To purchase 3.1 acres of the land with a view to leasing the 1 acre alongside Pound Lane for 

the provision of parking space. 

 

*To lease the whole area from the Diocese with a long term lease say minimum 15 years. 

 

It was at this stage that the Mr Allan Cole informed us that any decision on their part to sell 

the land would generate a competitive bidding process.  This was because they had received a 

request from the adjacent land owner, Mr Jary, at the Rookery, to buy the land.  He also 

reminded us that under the terms of agricultural tenancies any sale would have to be with the 



agreement of the current lessee, Mr Jermy, with compensation paid to him by the purchaser. 

 

Clearly we were aware of these provisions from the purchase of the Millennium Green.  

However in that context there had been a recent change of mind by David Jermy.  Before 

embarking on this project I had approached David to explain our plans.  He agreed that under 

those circumstances he would be prepared to surrender his lease.  Before this latest meeting I 

decided to keep David posted on what was happening and to keep him up to date.  I was 

shocked and disappointed to find that he had changed his position regarding surrendering the 

lease.  He told me that it was no longer straightforward and that he would have to talk to his 

son Neville.  When I asked him why he had changed his position he said that he had been 

approached by some Parish Councillors, he did not specify who or how many, but they told 

him that in their opinion this proposal was a waste of money. 

 

The Diocesan Glebe Land Committee will be meeting tomorrow, 17 September when they 

will be appraised of the position by Ms Middleditch and Mr Cole.  I strongly suspect that 

they will opt for the status quo and that will be the end of it.  Clearly their long term objective 

is to sell the land for a huge price for development, probably around 60 houses.  Fortunately 

we are protected from that for at least the next fifteen years by the WDC Local Plan which at 

least means that I will never have to see it but some of you may.  In the meantime the ever 

increasing problem of parking at the School and the Church will continue. 

 

John confirmed that he would wait for the report from the Glebe Land Committee meeting 

tomorrow but was not hopeful of a positive response.  Barbara Shaw expressed her 

disappointment at the Parish Councillors who chose to approach David Jermy with their 

concerns rather than raise them with the Parish Council. 

 

Graham Wade thanked John for all the time and effort he had put into this project. 

12. Dates for 2020 meetings 

The following dates were agreed for 2020.  January 20th, February 17th, March 16th, April 

20th, May 18th, June 15th, July 20th, August 24th, September 21st, October 19th, November 

16th & December 14th. 

13. Finances:  

Expenditure: £119.68 – East Suffolk – Uncontested Election Expenses 

                     £33.75 – John Nichols mileage claim to Glebe Land Meeting (75 x £0.45) 

                     £150.00 – Sylvia’s Painting, Decorating & Interior Design – Phone Box 

                     £40.99 – S E Wells, Clerk’s Expenses (3 x £10.00 telephone allowance &  

                                    £10.99 printer cartridges) 

Income:        £20.00 – Norse Commercial Services – Litter Pick 

                     £1,000.00 – Suffolk County Council Locality Budget 

14. Correspondence 

E-mail Alexander Deakin, East Suffolk – Blundeston Skate Park 

Suffolk Highways - Revised Grit Bin Guidance 

Glenis Soanes – Annual Village Quiz 4th November 

East Suffolk - Rough Sleeper Count 

SALC - Waveney Area Forum Programme 

  



15. Any other Business 

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 21st October 2019 at 7.30p.m.  

16. There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.30pm 


