
MINUTES 

Blundeston & Flixton Parish Council Meeting 

Held on Monday 20th January 2020 
  

1. Present:- Mr G Wade (Chairman), Mr J Nichols, Mrs B Shaw, Mr B Shelton, Mr P Button, Mr R 

Leech, Mr S Perks, Mrs G Soanes, Miss M Wright, Mr K Blowers, Cllr P Ashdown, Cllr James 

Reeder & 10 Parishioners were present. 

 

2. The Chairman started the meeting by giving his condolences to the family of Louis Smith following 

his recent death saying he will be greatly missed. 

 

The Chairman also presented Glenis Soanes with gifts thanking her for her service as Clerk to the 

Village Hall Management Committee. 

 

3. Apologies:  Mr S Rees (Vice-Chairman), Cllr K Robinson 

 

4. Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the previous meeting held on 9th December 2019 were approved 

and signed. 

 

5. Declaration of interests: Graham Wade and Paul Button declared an interest in the planning 

application to be considered later in the meeting. 

 

6. 15 Minutes for Parishioners input – Agenda suspended for this item: 

A parishioner commented on a pothole on the road outside The Old Police House.  It was suggested 

that he report it on Suffolk County Council website where he can enter details of its exact location. 

 

A parishioner asked if there had been any progress on the improvement of some of the village 

footpaths and also if a footpath can be installed along the section of road between The Plough and 

Barkis Meadow.  Sam Perks was asked if he could have a look at the footpaths and provide a cost of 

repair.  Graham Wade stated that he had a meeting with the Community Payback Scheme regarding 

the Millennium Green footpath and will also discuss other footpaths with them.  Cllr James Reeder 

told the parishioner to continue to raise the possible new footpath as only persistent requests would 

increase the likelihood of future success. 

 

A parishioner asked for an update on the Skate Park Inspection requirements.  Cllr Ashdown said he 

had not had a response from Simon Walker of Norse but would chase.  He said that other councils 

did similar inspections to ours.  Brian Shelton confirmed that he did not inspect the skate park.  Cllr 

Ashdown was asked to see if any inspection courses were available. 

 

7. Other Parish Business (Parish Councillors) 

Keith Blowers wanted to thank those responsible for repainting the white lines on the roads around 

the village. 

 

Barbara Shaw commented on a car often parked outside Pear Tree Cottage that obstructs visibility.  

As the car is not parked illegally there is nothing that can be done. 

 

John Nichols reported on the Town and Parish Budget Briefing he attended.   

The new East Suffolk Council is the biggest in the UK representing a population of 250,000, 487sq 

miles with 29 wards and 177 parishes stretching from Lowestoft in the north to Felixstowe in the 

south.  The Strategic Plan was discussed in the context of five overarching issues, Growing the 



Economy, Enabling our Communities, Financial Sustainability, Digital Transformation & Our 

Environment, this was then followed by a Budget Briefing covering the Challenges & Services, 

Funding, The Council’s Budget, Capital Investment and Achievements.   

A copy of the presentation is available from the Clerk.  John was thanked for attending the meeting. 

 

Brian Shelton reported two minor issues with the Play Park equipment.  He also commented on cars 

parked in Orchard Close which were destroying the grass verges and cars parked near junctions.  

Cllr Ashdown said that when the new Car Parking Enforcement Officers (CPE’s) start in April these 

issues could be reported to them and that he would be encouraging them to check parking in rural 

areas. 

 

8. District Councillors Report: (Cllr P Ashdown) 

Cllr Ashdown mentioned the following upcoming meetings, the Planning Town and Parish Council 

Forum on Monday 27thJanuary which John Nichols agreed to attend and the Community Partnership 

meeting on 29 January 2020 which Melanie Wright agreed to attend. 

 

9. County Councillors Report: (Cllr James Reeder, Cllr Keith Robinson) 

Cllr James Reeder noted the repositioning of the sign on the A47, he also reported that he 

could not find the lost parking restriction sign near the school but stated that these would 

have to replaced prior to the CPE’s commencement in April.  It was also suggested that taller 

poles were used to make the signs more difficult to vandalise in future. 

James also reported the start of the new bus service run by the Rugby Club which is running 

on a Tuesday and Friday with pickups and Meadowlands and the Village Hall.  He then went 

on to discuss Suffolk County Council’s budget and the challenges of social isolation in the 

East Suffolk area. 

 

10. Planning 

The planning application for continued use of part of Holly Garden Nursery for the Storage 

of Caravans was reviewed and refused as the number of caravans to be stored on the site was 

not known.  It was also mentioned that the land owner was not aware of the application.  Cllr 

Ashdown said the land owner would need to contact the planning department if they wished 

to comment on the application prior to the deadline of 28th January: 

11. Speeding 

Speeding in the village was discussed and it was agreed to use the CIL money to fund a 

speeding indicator.  Cllr James Reeder said would liaise with Keith Blowers regarding 

locations and put forward the request to the Highways Department. 

12. Land off Queensway – Cadent Gas Ltd – Gas Apparatus 

Nothing to report at this meeting.  The Clerk said she would contact Durrants and ask for an 

update. 

 

13. Finances:  

Expenditure: Waveney Fencing - £432.00 

                      Kevin Jones - £1,000.00 

14. Correspondence 

E-mail SALC - Buckingham Palace Garden Party 2020 

East Suffolk - Community Partnership Website - Now Live! 



East Suffolk - Next Greenprint Forum event flyer - Christmas period recycling info –  

plastic and food waste reduction tips 

A tailored approach to justice 

East Suffolk - Annual Town and Parish Council Budget Review Meeting 

East Suffolk - East Suffolk area forum 

East Suffolk - East Suffolk Community Partnerships 

PCC asks for your view on his precept proposals 

  

15. Any other Business 

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 17th February 2020 at 7.30p.m.  

16. There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.25pm 


