
MINUTES 

Blundeston & Flixton Parish Council Meeting 

Held on Monday 17th February 2020 
  

1. Present:- Mr G Wade (Chairman), Mr S Rees (Vice-Chairman), Mr J Nichols, Mrs B Shaw, Mr B 

Shelton, Mr P Button, Mr R Leech, Mr S Perks, Mrs G Soanes, Miss M Wright, Mr K Blowers, Cllr 

P Ashdown, Cllr James Reeder, Cllr K Robinson & 6 Parishioners were present. 

 

2. Apologies:  No apologies were received. 

 

3. Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the previous meeting held on 20th January 2020 were approved 

and signed. 

 

4. Declaration of interests: Graham Wade and Paul Button declared an interest in the planning 

application to be considered later in the meeting. 

 

5. 15 Minutes for Parishioners input – Agenda suspended for this item: 

A representative from Blundeston in Bloom confirmed that this year’s theme would be Charles 

Dickens. 

 

A parishioner enquired about the time changes of the buses through Blundeston and was informed 

by Cllr James Reeder that the times had been brought forward 5 minutes in order to arrive at Tesco’s 

in time for the 10.23 service from Tesco’s to Gorleston.  When asked about addition stops he said 

that this should be possible if there was demand and noted that times may need to be revised again to 

ensure the same arrival time at Tesco’s.  He also commented that whilst he welcomed the 

announcement from Government of investment into buses in rural areas he felt that any re-

instatement in the future would depend on viability and demand. 

 

A parishioner asked about progress to the requested footpath between The Plough and Barkis 

Meadow.  Cllr Reeder confirmed that it had been looked at and it met the 1.5 metre width 

requirement.  It would now be surveyed to see how much it would cost then it would be a matter of 

sourcing funding. 

 

6. Other Parish Business (Parish Councillors) 

Keith Blowers said that the annual Bike Show was on 3rd May and asked if the Village Hall car park 

could be used.  Glenis said she would inform Michaela (Clerk to the VH). 

Keith also said he had been asked if the Parish Council would purchase bunting for Blundeston in 

Bloom again this year at a cost of c£30.  This was approved. 

 

Rod Leech reported problems with branches/hedging that had been blown over during the recent 

high winds along the “alleyway” footpath.  It was agreed to ask Kevin Jones to cut/clear. 

 

Sam Perks said he was concerned at the amount of trees that were disappearing at the Prison Site and 

wanted confirmation that this was in accordance with the planning permission.  Cllr Ashdown said 

he would look into this and report. 

 

Steven Rees suggested setting a date for the annual litter pick.  This was agreed to be held on 7th 

March at 9.30a.m..  Cllr Ashdown agreed to book equipment and Brian Shelton offered to collect 

and return equipment from Rotterdam Road.  It was suggested that the Scouts be invited to help in 

areas that are not near the roads.  Barbara Shaw said that Blundeston in Bloom would join up with 



the WI for their litter pick which they would arrange for later in the year. 

 

Melanie Wright asked for an update on the Village Hall Porch, the footpath across the Millennium 

Green and matting around the Village Hall to increase parking area.  The Chairman confirmed that 

the new Clerk to the Village Hall was looking into grants for the Porch, and that he was in 

discussion with Community Payback regarding the footpath across the Green and also the 

“alleyway” footpath.  Sam Perks agreed to get a quote for the open matting for the Village Hall. 

 

Paul Button asked for permission to trim hedge at Peto’s corner towards Lound.  This was approved. 

 

7. District Councillors Report: (Cllr P Ashdown) 

Cllr Ashdown asked if Blundeston in Bloom had received the £1,000 from his Locality Budget as 

this had been approved, a representative from Blundeston in Bloom said he was not aware that the 

money had been received.  He also stated that he was still waiting to hear from Simon Walker 

regarding Skate Park Inspections but understood he was away until 24th February. 

 

8. County Councillors Report: (Cllr James Reeder, Cllr Keith Robinson) 

Cllr Reeder reported on a new Permit Scheme for road works that was being introduced.  

This requires utility companies to give notice of works including length of time.  They would 

have to pay for the permit and fines would be imposed if the works over ran.  Emergency 

work would not require a permit.  He also reported that Civil Parking Enforcement (CPE) 

Officers should be in place from 6th April.  He reported that the County Council budget had 

been passed which approved an increase of 4% in Council Tax.  He stated that Suffolk 

Highways have been awarded a grant of £500K to improve signage and road markings 

around schools.  He also said that ideas were being sort regarding a grant for £3 million for 

country wide projects, one idea raised is for Village Halls to supply electric car charging 

points.  Finally he reported that Suffolk Care Homes were in the top 10 in the country with 

89% being rated as either good or outstanding. 

 

Cllr Robinson said that he had been chasing the yellow lines request for Blundeston.  With 

legal orders, advertisements, consultations, reports, designs and costings all having to be 

completed it is hoped that the lines will be in place in August 2020.  He also stated that speed 

limit changes in the area were going through the same lengthy process! 

 

9. Planning 

DC/20/0037/FUL - Holly Garden Nurseries Continued use of part of Garden Nursery for the 

Storage of Caravans. 

This application was refused at the January meeting on the basis that the number of caravans 

to be stored on the site was not known.  The Clerk reported that we have now been informed 

that the application allows up to 30 caravans on the site and our views on this requested. 

Following a discussion it was agreed to approve the application on the condition that the 

caravans were touring caravans and not mobile homes and that the number was not to exceed 

30. 

10. Land off Queensway – Cadent Gas Ltd – Gas Apparatus 

The Heads of Terms were reviewed which covered an annual consideration of £195 per 

annum reviewed every 5 years based on RPI for a term of 25 years and included a gate for 

vehicle access and a kissing gate for pedestrian access.  It also allowed for reasonable legal 

and surveyors fees to be met by Cadent Gas Limited.  Authority was given to the Clerk to 

sign them on behalf of the Parish Council.  It was also agreed to appoint Mark Rymarz from 



Nicholsons Solicitors to act on our behalf. 

 

11. Correspondence 

E-mail East Suffolk - Love East Suffolk Spring Clean 2020 

Highways - Temporary closure of Lowestoft Road in the Parish of Hopton on Sea - 

carriageway resurfacing works (my ref NTRO2946) 

East Suffolk - Asset of Community Value (Right to bid) workshop 

  

12. Any other Business 

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 16th March 2020 at 7.30p.m.  

13. There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.20pm 


