
MINUTES 

Blundeston & Flixton Parish Council Meeting 

Held on Monday 20th July 2020 

On Zoom Cloud Meetings Platform 
  

1. Present:- Mr G Wade (Chairman), Mr S Rees (Vice Chairman), Mr J Nichols, Mr B Shelton, Mr K 

Blowers, Miss M Wright, Mr R Leach, Mrs B Shaw, Cllr P Ashdown, Cllr Keith Robinson, and  2 

parishioners were present. 

 

2. Apologies: Apologies of absence were received from Paul Button, Glenis Soanes, Sam Perks, Cllr James 

Reeder. 

 

3. Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the previous meetings held on 15th June 2020 were approved. 

 

4. Declaration of interests: There were no declarations of interest. 

 

5. 15 Minutes for Parishioners input - Agenda suspended for this item: 

Nothing raised. 

 

6. Other Parish Business (Parish Councillors) 

John Nichols reported that the Horse Box that had been parked in front of a neighbours house has been 

moved onto the land of the owner. 

He stated that he had received a complaint about motor bikes, fires and camping at Heath Pit. 

John also reported on the Community Partnership Meeting he had attended via Zoom which discussed 

Childhood obesity, reporting a statistic that 1/3rd of 2 – 15 year olds were overweight.  Public Health 

Suffolk are going to trial the “Amsterdam” model with schools and John suggested that Barbara Shaw 

may wish to forward the report to Blundeston School. 

 

Keith Blowers reported that the “Thursday Gang” have cleared the path on the Millennium Green and 

ask for suggestions on what to do with the painted pebble snake in the long term.  The Clerk confirmed 

that having consulted the Trust Deed it would be possible to tarmac the path and Melanie suggested that 

the pebbles may be able to be set into the tarmac.  Keith to ask Sam Perks to obtain quotes for the path. 

 

Brian Shelton said that Blundeston in Bloom have done a fantastic job with the planters and they are a 

credit to the village. 

 

Rod Leach said that a parishioner had asked him to report that the barrier along one side of the pond at 

Market lane was no longer at a child safe level.  It was noted by John Nichols and Cllr Paul Ashdown 

that the rail was for decorative purposes only and not a “safety rail”.  Keith Blowers said it would be nice 

to have a new rail all around the pond and he would look into this. 

 

Graham Wade said he had been approached by Shirley Tuck to see if the Parish Council would like a 

“large duck waste bin” that she had won.  It was agreed to accept the offer and try it and see how it 

worked.  Much depended on how easy it was to empty and if the Council would empty it. 

 

Paul Button had obtained a quote from Terra Trees regarding the tree that needs attention on the footpath 

between Meadowlands and The Street in the sum of £350.00.  It was unanimously agreed that because it 

had not been possible to ascertain whose land the tree was on that on this occasion the Parish Council 

would get the work done and it was decided to accept the quote from Terra Trees. 

 

7. District Councillors Report: (Cllr P Ashdown) 

Cllr Ashdown reported on the Community Partnership Meeting stating that the £10k allocated last 



year for walks in the park had not been run due to the Corona Virus.  However, a lot of work had 

been put into setting up a phone call system to help ease Social Isolation.  It was hoped to be able to 

expand this project but with the Council being unable to continue the project it has been taken over 

by the Citizens Advice Bureau.  If anyone is aware of people who would be helped by this service 

please contact Phil Aves at East Suffolk.  The Childhood Obesity Project also discussed at the 

meeting and is going to start at pre-schools, if successful it will then be expanded to primary schools. 

 

Cllr Ashdown reported that Planning Officers are still working from home but applications are going 

through in good time. 

 
8. County Councillors Report: (Cllr James Reeder, Cllr Keith Robinson) 

Keith Robinson reported that he had been involved in the befriending vulnerable people scheme.  

He also reported that the consultation on the yellow lines application for the village had finished 

and the report was waiting to be signed off.  The speed limits application for the area has been 

approved and was now with “Professional Services” to process.   

 

9. Planning: 

The following applications were approved prior to the meeting:- 

DC/20/2143/FUL | Dining/Utility Extension at Rear plus Entry Porch at Front | Bodgers Barn 

4 Flixton Road Blundeston Lowestoft Suffolk NR32 5PL 

DC/20/2303/FUL | Conversion of 2 Barns to 2 Dwellings, associated parking & works 

including a single storey extension to Barn 2. | Whitehouse Farm Rackhams Corner 

Blundeston Lowestoft Suffolk NR32 5LB 

DC/20/2304/LBC | Listed Building Consent - Conversion of 2 Barns to 2 Dwellings, 

associated parking & works including a single storey extension to Barn 2. | Whitehouse Farm 

Rackhams Corner Blundeston Lowestoft Suffolk NR32 5LB 

10. Land off Queensway – Cadent Gas Ltd – Gas Apparatus 

Nothing to report at this meeting. 

11. Telecoms Mast 

The Heads of Terms were approved and the Clerk was authorised to sign them on behalf of 

the Parish Council. 

12. Skate Park/Play Park reopening 

Skate Park - A member of the Skatepark Sub-committee said that the Safety Report 

produced by East Suffolk Norse had been reviewed and was very thorough.  Some of the 

repairs have been completed and it was agreed that a quote would be obtained to replace the 

missing Skatelite.  Keith Blowers has an additional litter bin which will be installed.  It was 

felt that there was nothing in the report that would prevent the opening of the Skatepark.  The 

Clerk will prepare notices regarding Covid19 safety measures for display at the park. 

 

Play Park – The report for the Play Park highlighted areas that need attention prior to 

opening.  It was agreed that the seat on the Zip wire would be removed to prevent use and 

that extra bark will be placed under the roundabout.  Following these two measures it was felt 

that the Play park would be safe to open in the short term.  In the long term the Clerk was 

asked to contact Simon Walker and request a quote for the completion of all the work 

suggested in the report.  Brian Shelton expressed concern of any come back on him if there 



were any issues at the park, however it was felt that regular visual checks in between the 

formal checks was useful to pick up problems at an early stage.  The Clerk will prepare 

notices regarding Covid19 safety measures for display at the park. 

13. Finances 

£66.26 - Sunrise Installations – Concrete Pad for Sunshine Club bench. 

14. Correspondence 

E-mail Notification of a meeting of the Lowestoft and northern parishes  

Community Partnership 

Quiet Lanes Suffolk - expressions of interest from parishes 

 

 

15. Any other Business 

Graham Wade confirmed that a meeting of the Village Hall Management Committee had 

been arranged to discuss reopening the hall and how it would operate with new social 

distancing restrictions.  The Hall has been cleaned and painted and signs and sanitiser had 

been purchased.  He also confirmed that they had received a £10,000 grant from the 

Government. 

 

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 24th August 2020. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.40pm 


