
MINUTES 

Blundeston & Flixton Parish Council Meeting 

Held on Monday 14th December 2020 

On Zoom Cloud Meetings Platform 
  

1. Present:- Mr G Wade (Chairman), Mr S Rees (Vice Chairman), Mr J Nichols, Mr B Shelton, Mr K 

Blowers, Mrs B Shaw, Mr P Button, Mrs G Soanes, Mr S Perks, Cllr P Ashdown, Cllr J Reeder, 2 

parishioners were present. 

 

2. The Chairman acknowledged receipt of John Nichols’ resignation from the Parish Council.  He thanked 

John for his valued service both as Chairman and Parish Councillor for over 40 years and said he was 

very sorry to lose such a valued member. 

 

3. Apologies: Apologies of absence were received from Miss M Wright, Cllr Keith Robinson. 

 

4. Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the previous meetings held on 16th & 30th November 2020 were 

approved. 

 

5. Declaration of interests: There were no declarations of interest. 

 

6. 15 Minutes for Parishioners input - Agenda suspended for this item: 

Ken Ward thanked everyone for their help in getting the village ready for Christmas. 

 

7. Other Parish Business (Parish Councillors) 

John Nichols reported that he had attended the Police East Locality Meeting, but due to the poor quality 

of the meeting “platform” it was very difficult to follow.  The meeting was attended by Tim Passmore 

and 8 others.  Topics that were discussed included the 40mph area near Parkhill and the enforcement of 

20mph areas.  John has asked for a precis of the meeting which he will forwarded to the Clerk for 

distribution on receipt. 

 

Sam Perks wished to register his sadness at the loss of another tree in Blundeston.  He also reported two 

fly tipping issues on Waddling Lane, one which appeared to be the remains of a cannabis harvest and the 

other a variety of carcasses including deer.  He asked everyone to be vigilant and to call 999 if they see 

any suspicious activity.  Sam also expressed his thanks to John for his tireless contribution not just to the 

Parish Council but in all aspects of the village. 

 

Brian Shelton enquired about progress regarding the Play Park report.  Graham confirmed that he had 

received a brochure which included new equipment and replacement parts. 

 

Paul Button thanked John for his service and also the Clerk for the work she had done this year.  He 

reported the missing Give Way sign on the Prison road (Hall Rd) which Cllr James Reeder said he would 

report.  He also said that Somerleyton Estate had removed the carcasses mentioned by Sam earlier. 

 

Keith Blowers said he had received a further quote for the steel fence and gate for the Millennium Green 

of £4,640 which although cheaper than the previous quote of £5,200 was not of the same quality finish.  

It was agreed to go with the £5,200 quote and for the work to be done in the next Financial Year.  Keith 

said he would try to obtain a 3rd quote from Waveney Fencing prior to placing the order. 

 

8. District Councillors Report: (Cllr P Ashdown) 

Cllr Ashdown confirmed that the next meeting of the Lowestoft and Northern Parishes Community 

Partnership was being held on 16th December and he hoped that someone from the parish would attend 

these meetings in John’s absence.  Grants of up to £2,000 are being paid to projects meeting the 



objectives of the scheme which cover Mental Health and Wellbeing and Childhood obesity. 

 

Paul confirmed that he has asked Fiona McKeown to look at the trees referred to in the DC/20/4520/TPO 

application and that her feelings were that the work needed doing and the request was not unreasonable. 

 

Paul also confirmed that East Suffolk were hoping to have a zero percent increase on the East Suffolk 

portion of the Council Tax bill for 2020/21. 

 

John Nichols asked Paul if he could look into the parking of a large horsebox on Orchard Lane.  Paul 

said he would pass a message to the Parking Enforcement Team. 

 

Keith Blowers asked Paul about the Wilmar Staircase and was informed that negotiations with the owner 

were still ongoing. 

 
9. County Councillors Report: (Cllr James Reeder, Cllr Keith Robinson) 

On discovering that the work on Pound Lane had not been completed James Reeder said this 

work should be imminent.  He also hoped that the resident who had removed and replanted some 

of the hedge would remove the debris in due course. 

 

James Reeder said he had spoken to Mick Straw regarding the hedge by the footpath at the back 

of Barkis Meadow and that Mr Straw had confirmed that he is responsible for keeping the height 

of the hedge below a certain level.  The hedge is old and really needs replacing but it does have a 

preservation order.  The legal response requested by the Parish Council is still being sort.  James 

Reeder felt that if a quote could be obtained to improve the footpath with a hard core surface this 

may then be eligible for a Capital Grant from Suffolk County Council. 

 

James Reeder was pleased to see the yellow lines have been painted on both sides of the road 

outside the Village Hall but surprised that the rest of the yellow lines requested around the village 

had not been done at the same time. 

 

James Reeder stated that 10 speed signs with the capability of number plate recognition had been 

purchased and the Police are being encouraged to raise the priority of dealing with speeding in 

the county including enforcing 20mph areas. 

 

A discussion was held regarding the Flooding on Pound Lane and whether the ditches had been 

cleared.  Paul Button offered to have a look and talk to the landowner if necessary.  It was felt 

that it may be an issue with the drainage grupps getting blocked and therefore not allowing the 

water to get to the ditches. 

 

10. Planning: 

Following plans approved prior to meeting: 

DC/20/4520/TPO | TPO WDC 1997/0241 T1 - Plane - Crown lift over the road to 5.5m 

clearance to prevent obstruction to the road T2 - Beech - Remove to a 3ft stump - meripilus 

giganteus present at base (see photo), and leeching present on the main stem (see photo). 

When in leaf the tree did not have a full canopy T3 - Oak - remove any significant deadwood 

and give a 5.5m clearance from over the road | 1 Pickwick Drive Blundeston Lowestoft 

Suffolk NR32 5BX 

DC/20/4441/FUL | Revised scheme for single storey rear extension | Badgers Barn 4 Flixton 

Road Blundeston Lowestoft Suffolk NR32 5PL 

 

The following application was discussed with regards to the removal of the tree near 16 

Barkis Meadow and the conditions that remain on the application.  It was agreed that the tree 



should be replaced by a tree of the Cretaceous variety.  DC/20/4769/AME: Non-material 

Amendment Application - Removal of conditions 3 and 4 attached to DC/20/3278/FUL 

11. Land off Queensway – Cadent Gas Ltd – Gas Apparatus: 

The Clerk confirmed that our Solicitor has received a draft lease from Eversheds and has 

requested for a few matters to be addressed that are in the Heads of Terms but not in the 

lease. 

12. Telecoms Mast: 

The Clerk confirmed that Nicholas Rudge has had a response from Shared Access who said 

that “the operator has been delaying for some time but they have confirmed they still want 

this site.  Shared Access believe that they will see more movement in the New Year.” 

13. Finances 

Fleet Livery Solutions £30.00 – Sign for Skatepark 

14. Correspondence 

E-mail Neighbourhood Plan Section 14 Consultation Somerleyton, Ashby, Herringfleet 

& Lound 

A47 Bascule Bridge Works 

NALC Smaller Council Committee Elections - Papers and Timescales 

Highways England roadworks notification: A47 Gapton Hall Roundabout to Acle New Road 

Roundabout, in both directions 

Update Guidance for Play Areas and Outdoor Gyms 

Police - East Locality Meeting Agenda 

DC/20/4769/AME: Non-material Amendment Application - Removal of conditions 3 and 4 attached to 

DC/20/3278/FUL 

 

15. Any other Business 

 

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 18th January 2020. 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.45pm 


