
 

 

MINUTES 

Blundeston & Flixton Parish Council Meeting 

Held on Monday 21st March 2022 at Blundeston Village Hall at 7.30pm 
  

1. Present: - Mr G Wade (Chairman), Mr S Rees (Vice Chairman) Cllr Mr P Ashdown, Cllr Mr 

K Robinson, Cllr Edward Back, Miss M Wright, Mr K Blowers, Mr P Button, Mr R Leach, 

Mr A Harris,Mr C Harris,Mrs G Soanes, Mrs B Shaw,Mr S Perks. and 5 Parishioners. 

 

2. Apologies: None received. 

 

3. Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the previous meeting held on 21st February 2022 were 

approved. 

 

4. Declaration of interests No Declaration of Interest. 

 

5. Clerk’s Report Nothing to Report 

 

6. 15 Minutes for Parishioners input - Agenda suspended for this item: 

A Parishioner mentioned about the footpath in Market Lane, Steven Rees said it looked like 

a delay due to the changes in Council personnel.  Cllr. K Robinson said that he had ordered 

this to be done back in 2020. This has caused the price to go up due to the cost of Materials. 

However, as soon as the funds have been agreed the work will commence as soon as 

possible. 

 

7. Other Parish Business (Parish Councillors) 

 

Sam Perks- said that a lot of parishioners have been asking about the play park and with the 

up-and-coming Queens Platinum Jubilee and the Easter and Summer Holidays, that a lot of 

the play park is closed off. He said that he would like to see the play park open in time for 

the children to enjoy. Graham said that Keith Blowers had a brochure for some new 

equipment but thinks as this is a very big project he proposed we get someone in to do the 

work. Keith said we can either remove it or try and repair it but this would be an ongoing 

cost every year, or buy new at a cost of more than £20,000. Graham asked Cllr P Ashdown if 

there would be any funding available for the project. Cllr Ashdown said he would ask the 

question on Wednesday at his meeting. After the concerns of Health and Safety, it was 

agreed that they would look at a Company who specialises in this type of equipment. 

Graham said this would be done as soon as possible.  

Keith Blowers- Mentioned about the white lines again in Market Lane.Cllr K Robinson said that 

Suffolk Highways have a reporting tool where you can report the issues. Keith also thanked Cllr 

Edward Back for the Locality fund for the Thursday night gang for them to buy their equipment. 

 

Paul Button- said he had spoken to Badger Builders regarding the ditches opposite Pound Lane 

where the water floods and they have agreed to dig it out and get rid of the rubbish that has 

accumulated in the ditch.  Paul also mentioned about the Government’s new Diesel rules and 

how this would effect the price of grass cutting in the village. It was agreed that the parish would 

meet the rising cost for Kevin, who cuts the grass, if this was the case. 

 

Barbara Shaw- said that the WI is 100 years old this year and asked if it would be ok to plant 

100 daffodil bulbs on the Millennium Green and also plant some trees.  Barbara said that the 

village sign has been repaired. She also mentioned that on Saturday 26th March 2022 there will 

be Afternoon Tea in the Village Hall from 1.30 to 4pm for Cancer Research. 

 

Steven Rees- said that 3  parishioners have approached him about the parking of vehicles on the 

path on Lound Road and also, a large American Motorhome that has been parked on the old 



 

 

Hairdresser’s site and is parked on the path,  is not taxed or has an MOT. Cllr P Ashdown has 

asked for the registration numbers of both vehicles and has spoken to the Police over this issue. 

They are aware that there is a problem and will help as it is causing an obstruction if people with  

pushchairs and the disabled cannot use the pathway. 

 

 

Ahern Harris- mentioned that in Lound Road, the flowerbeds are empty and polystyrene from 

the compost is floating around and congregating on the verges. Ken Ward said he would get this 

sorted. 

Mel Wright- has been asked about Blundeston Hall and that they are doing some building work 

and she asked if they have had planning permission for the work as we haven’t seen any 

planning applications but it may be that it falls as permitted development?  Cllr P Ashdown said 

he would email the enforcement officers to ask the question. 

 

Craig Harris- mentioned the windows in the Windmill in The Street and asked if anyone was 

responsible and why is it in such a run-down state? Graham said that we had tried to get it to 

become a listed building but sadly the parish has no control over it. Keith Blowers said that 

maybe things have changed now with listed buildings? Mel said she would investigate this. 

 

Graham Wade-mentioned that he had been given a copy of a letter from a parishioner regarding 

transport in the village that was sent to Peter Aldous MP.  Cllr Ashdown said he will look into 

this. 

 

County Councillors Report: (Cllr Keith Robinson) (Cllr Edward Back). 

Cllr Edward Back said that he had reported that the sign-posting in Pound Lane and Hall Lane 

had been knocked off and that he had reported this back in June last year to Highways but has 

noticed this still has not been done. He said he will get onto them to sort it out. 

 

Cllr K Robinson mentioned that they are in the final stages of the consultation of the 

transportation of the ‘blanket’ speed limits for this area, and that it would be nice if we could 

have a couple of letters of support. So far this has cost £43000.00. 

 

8. District Councillors Report: (Cllr Paul Ashdown). 

Reminded everyone about the Environment meeting on Thursday 24th March at 7.00pm at 

Corton Playing Field as to how we can get the best out of the recycling schemes. Also there 

was a good response from the traffic survey last month- the response from the three villages 

was tremendous and they are now working on a plan to see how they can get some transport 

into the rural areas. It will not be a regular bus service because the regular bus was not being 

used and that’s why the village had lost the service. Residents in the villages are getting older 

and will need transport.The Rugby club in Corton have been brilliant running the bus to 

Tesco - they have 12 people who use this but not sure for how long this can be supported as 

it needs to be paid for. Parishioners had asked why is it that they cannot use their bus passes?  

This transport will not be a free service but they may be able to get some vouchers for this to 

get to Tesco, Lowestoft, and the Hospital. 

 There was a good response at the meeting at the Parkhill Hotel with about 80 people 

attending. Also, we will soon see further planning applications for the prison site. 

Paul also mentioned about the Healthy Eating Scheme, especially for children and that they now 

have planters being built for them to grow fresh produce. Lound Garden Centre are involved and 

will advise as to what to grow. He is hoping this will expand throughout the year - 12 schools 

have shown interest in the scheme including Blundeston School. A parishioner asked about the 

prison planning re: the footpath and will this be connected to the school? Paul said he would ask 

the question at the next meeting. 

 



 

 

9. Planning. This Application was agreed at the meeting 

Non-material Amendment - DC/21/4342/FUL- Conversion and change of use from 

agricultural barn to a 4 bed dwelling and associated parking and works - To install solar 

panels on south facing roof slope of single storey outbuildings. 

Land off Queensway – Cadent Gas Ltd – Gas Apparatus: Nothing to report at meeting. 

To discuss the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee  

Another meeting will be held at 7.00pm at the Village Hall Blundeston on 25th April. 

Anyone can attend. 

Hire of field for Hopton Harriers  

Graham will take this to the Management meeting to discuss 

Quote for Flixton Notice board and Picnic Benches  

It was agreed for the quote of £400.00 plus VAT for the Notice Board but Picnic Benches 

have been declined due to the cost of the play park repairs and new equipment needed. 

 

Festival of Suffolk Torch Relay 

It was agreed that Anya would speak to the Scouts Club. 

Discuss Village Hall Porch 

Keith Blowers said this was ready to go and that he had contacted a company regarding the 

door locks and asked whether we wanted to use pin codes, keys or swipe cards? Graham will 

take this to the management team to decide and let Keith know as soon as possible. 

 

 

Finances    

Expenditure-      £30.00 Clerk’s Telephone Allowance 

                           £11.50 Clerk’s Expenses -Printer Ink Cartridge  

                           £7.50 Clerks Salary - Standing Order still waiting to be changed 

                            £5000.00 plus VAT =£6000.00 for footpath in Market Lane  

Income -            Locality Budget -£1460.00 for Equipment  

Correspondence. 

Website enquiry …… Environmental disregard behind The Street  

This was discussed but it is not the Parish’s land. Steve Rees said he will speak to the 

Landowner. 

 Email enquiry ……   Search for Field Owner - Emergency Helicopter Medics 

The field was located and Anya will reply to email. 

 

Emails 

Campaign highlighting dangers of driving whilst using a mobile phone 

Work Well Suffolk Newsletter February 2022 

Agenda for Lowestoft and northern parishes Community Partnership meeting on 09/03/2022 

Participants Press Release Bruno Peek 

Invitation to Town and Parish Councils Workshop – Preparation of Housing in Clusters and 

Small-Scale Residential Development in the Countryside Supplementary Planning 

Lowestoft and northern parishes Community Partnership Tue 21 Jun 2022 

Lowestoft and northern parishes Community Partnership 21st September 2022 

Lowestoft and northern parishes Community Partnership Tue 20 Dec 2022 



 

 

SALC training and network e-bulletin 15 March 2022 

Northern Parishes Meeting Thursday, 24th March 

£300 DEFIBRILLATOR GRANT FOR COUNCILS! 

Lowestoft & Northern Parishes CP - Task & Finish Groups 

Lowestoft and Northern Parishes CP - Healthy Eating Priority TFG 

Lowestoft and Northern Parish CP - Social Isolation & Loneliness/Mental Health & 

Wellbeing Priorities TFG 

Meeting on 24th March @ 7pm at Corton is now open to the Public to attend. 

Festival of Suffolk - Get involved in the Torch Relay 

2021/22 Annual Town and Parish Report From Cllr Keith Robinson. 

 

Next Meeting is on Monday 25th April 2022 at 7.30 and at 7.00pm for discussions regarding 

Queens Platinum Jubilee. 

 

Any Other Business 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9pm 


