
MINUTES 

Blundeston & Flixton Parish Council Meeting 

Held on Monday 15th February 2021 

On Zoom Cloud Meetings Platform 
  

1. Present:- Mr G Wade (Chairman), Mr S Rees (Vice Chairman), Mr B Shelton, Mr K Blowers, Mrs B 

Shaw, Mr P Button, Mrs G Soanes, Mr S Perks, Mr R Leech, Miss M Wright, Cllr J Reeder, 4 

parishioners were present. 

 

2. Apologies: Apologies of absence were received from Cllr Paul Ashdown & Cllr Keith Robinson. 

 

3. Councillor Vacancy: 

Craig Harris had expressed an interest and was invited to address the Parish Councillors to say why he 

was interested in the position.  Craig said that he had lived in the village for 30 years, he now has more 

time and has a keen interest in the village and environmental issues.  The Councillors unanimously 

agreed to co-opt Craig onto the Council. 

 

4. Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the previous meetings held on 18th January 2021 were approved. 

 

5. Declaration of interests: There were no declarations of interest. 

 

6. 15 Minutes for Parishioners input - Agenda suspended for this item: 

Ken Ward reported that the repairs to the village sign were progressing and that he was concerned about 

the split in the post.  Sam Perks said he would look into the integrity of the post. 

 

Ian Burwood provided an update on the flooding issues in the village.  He reported that on 23rd 

December 2020 field water was going into the pond causing the pond to overflow.  Anglian Water have 

jet washed all the pipes through and Ian was pleased to report that with the rain and snow melt over the 

last 24 hours the pipes now appear to be sufficiently clear.  Going forward some maintenance of the 

ditches is required and further investigation into the brown water entering the pond.  Ian and Cllr James 

Reeder agreed to work together.  Ian was thanked by all those present for his efforts. 

 

7. Other Parish Business (Parish Councillors) 

Sam Perks reported some damage to a post and rail at Peto’s Pond.  It was agreed that he could arrange 

to get it fixed.  He also reported the fly tipping of mattresses on Marsh Lane, Steven Rees said they had 

already been cleared. 

 

Paul Button said that he had had a meeting with Mrs George & Highways on Pound Lane.  Highways 

have agreed to do the remedial work necessary between the 4th & 7th May which will involve road 

closure.  Paul also reported that the Pound Lane/Hall Road Junction sign was in need of repair.  Ken 

Ward said he would take a look at it and Cllr Reeder said he may have some Locality Budget available to 

assist with the cost. 

 

Paul Button said that Mrs George, on behalf of Badgers Builders, would be happy to replace the notice 

board at Lakeside Rise.  It was agreed to request a board similar to the one near The Mill which has half 

lockable and half open for the Public.  Paul said that he would take a picture and forward it to Mrs 

George. 

 

Brian Shelton said there had been complaints about hedge cuttings that had been left by the Council 

being dumbed on a newly planted hedge on Orchard Lane.  It was agreed that Paul Button ask Kevin 

Jones to remove it. 

 



8. District Councillors Report: (Cllr P Ashdown’s report read in his absence) 

Cllr Ashdown said he had forwarded information to the County Highways with regards to run off from 

the fields and hoped they will be in touch with the respective land owners to ensure compliance with 

their maintenance of ditches etc.  He also stated that Full Council will meet next week where he is sure 

that the budget for next year would be approved and confirmed that the East Suffolk Council Tax 

contribution will not increase this year.  He confirmed he has registered the Parish Councils thoughts 

regarding the Market Lane application and has suggested it should be assessed by the referral panel. 

 
9. County Councillors Report: (Cllr James Reeder, Cllr Keith Robinson) 

Cllr James Reeder thanked Ian Burwood for his work regarding the flooding and to Paul Button 

for meeting Highways on Pound Lane and actually managing to get a date for the work to be 

completed.  He confirmed that there was no provision to have yellow lines outside Pear Tree 

Cottage, but that the planned yellow lines work in the village had now been completed.  He stated 

that the rates of Covid 19 were decreasing and that the levels of vaccinations given were one of 

the highest in the country. 

 

10. Planning: 

Following plan recommended for approval prior to meeting: 

DC/20/5138/FUL | On the west side of the property, at the rear. 1st floor extension going directly 

above the existing ground floor extension. Measuring 3 meters 30 cm x 3 meters 20 cm. New 

windows to the south, north and west | Nere Home 49 The Street Blundeston Lowestoft Suffolk 

NR32 5AA 

Following plan recommended for refusal prior to the meeting on the grounds of over-

development of the site and it not being in keeping with the surrounding dwellings: 

DC/21/0238/FUL | Two storey side and rear extension including raising eves for accommodation 

in roof | Kottidge Market Lane Blundeston Lowestoft Suffolk NR32 5AP 

Following plans recommended for approval at the meeting: 

DC/21/0343/FUL | Constructon of a single storey rear extension | Timbers Pound Lane 

Blundeston Lowestoft Suffolk NR32 5AY 

DC/21/0389/FUL | Demolish garage and construct a single storey extension. Change flat roof 

to pitched roof over rear first floor section. Replace roof tiles and render. Fit new windows. | 

North View Lound Road Blundeston Suffolk NR32 5AT 

DC/21/0276/FUL | Proposed extension to front and rear extension. | Meadow View Lowestoft 

Road Blundeston Lowestoft Suffolk NR32 5BW 

11. Skatepark/Football Pitch 

The Clerk confirmed that the lease on the Skatepark/Football Pitch runs out in July 2021.  A 

discussion followed as to whether or not an extension should be sort from the landowner.  It 

was agreed to request a new 10 year lease. 

12. Village Hall/Porch 

The Village Hall Trust deeds sets out the aim that the Village Hall should be self-funding, 

however due to the reduction in income due to Covid 19 financial assistance from the Parish 

Council for the repair of the porch was required.  No financial figures for the Village Hall 

were available so it was therefore agreed to postpone a decision until next month’s meeting.  

Graham said he would request that the Village Hall Clerk forward the financial data to Sarah.   

13. Blundeston Charity Trust – Trustees 

The Clerk explained that 4 of the 5 Trustees of the Charity are elected by the Parish Council 



and serve a 4 year term.  Next month 2 of the Trustees, John Nichols and Graham Wade’s, 

terms come to an end.  At next month’s Parish Council meeting an election will be held.  

Both John and Graham have said they are happy to serve another 4 year term. 

14. Land off Queensway – Cadent Gas Ltd – Gas Apparatus: 

Nothing to report at this meeting. 

15. Telecoms Mast: 

Nothing to report at this meeting 

16. Finances 

Expenditure - Clerk’s Expenses £269.94 (Telephone Allowance, Software, Web Hosting)  

17. Correspondence 

E-mail Greater Norwich Local Plan Regulation 19 Publication 

Proposed Traffic Regulation Order - Waveney School Waiting Restrictions Amendments 

2019/20 Monitoring and Open Data Update 

Dave Bennett - Parish Objection - Kottidge Development 

 

A discussion was held as to whether or not to respond to Dave Bennett’s regarding his planning application. 

It was agreed that a response should be made. 

 

18. Any other Business 

 

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 15th March 2021. 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.50pm 

An additional meeting of Blundeston & Flixton Parish Council held on  

Tuesday 16th February 2021 on Zoom Cloud Meetings Platform 

Present were: Mr G Wade (Chairman), Mr S Rees (Vice Chairman), Mr P Button, Mr R Leech, 

Mr Craig Harris 

This meeting was to discuss two pockets of land including the pond at Barkis Meadow which 

have been offered to the Parish Council from East Suffolk Council. 

A discussion was held regarding the land in question.  The Parish Council was keen to obtain the 

land thus ensuring that it is not sold to a third party, however the major concern is the liability of 

the pond.  It was agreed to send the following e-mail to East Suffolk. 

--------- 

The Parish Council would very much like the land but still have concerns regarding the pond, 

particularly as there have been problems with flooding in recent weeks.  The cages that were 

installed by Highways have moved which may be due to the weight of traffic or erosion 

underneath.  Would it be possible for you to provide clarity as to who is responsible for:- 

Water entering the pond including pipes 

Exiting the pond including pipes 



Issues with the road caused by the pond 

Issues with the stone cages 

Once we have received a response to these questions we would like to take advice from a land 

agent to advise us on the liabilities we will be taking on so that we can budget accordingly. 

 


