
MINUTES 

Blundeston & Flixton Parish Council Meeting 

Held on Monday 15th March 2021 

On Zoom Cloud Meetings Platform 
  

1. Present:- Mr G Wade (Chairman), Mr S Rees (Vice Chairman), Mr B Shelton, Mr K Blowers, Mrs G 

Soanes, Mr S Perks, Mr R Leech, Miss M Wright, Mr C Harris, Cllr P Ashdown, Cllr J Reeder, Cllr 

Keith Robinson & 3 parishioners were present. 

 

2. Apologies: Apologies of absence were received from Barbara Shaw and Paul Button. 

 

3. Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the previous meetings held on 15th February 2021 were approved. 

 

4. Declaration of interests: There were no declarations of interest. 

 

5. Clerk’s Report 

The Clerk said she wished to thank Cllr James Reeder for the £1,000 Locality Budget for the Millennium 

Green Fence.  She also said that more signatories were required for the bank account.  It was agreed to 

add Rod Leech, Steven Rees & Keith Blowers. 

 

6. 15 Minutes for Parishioners input - Agenda suspended for this item: 

Ken Ward stated that replacement of the planters with plastic ones was continuing, the new planters have 

drip feed watering systems and are low maintenance. 

 

Ian Burwood gave a report on the Market Lane flooding issues and stated that the sewer line had been 

flushed out and that he had spoken to the local farmer to see if an additional ditch could be dug in the 

field behind The Pippins.  Due to the imminent drilling of the field behind The Plough Ian said he had 

had to act quickly and organise the initial part of the ditch clearing otherwise it would have to wait until 

after the harvest later in the year.  The cost of the initial work was thought to be in the region of £200 

with the remainder of the ditch bringing the total to £500.  He asked if the Parish Council would fund 

this.  A discussion on who owned the ditch was held.  Sam Perks proposed that the Parish Council paid 

for the work that had already been completed and he offered to do the remaining work.  This was agreed 

and Sam’s offer kindly accepted.  The Clerk made it clear that in future the Parish Council should not be 

committed to expenditure without their prior approval.    

 

7. Other Parish Business (Parish Councillors) 

Melanie Wright said that a parishioner had asked her to raise the issue of cars parking on the grass verges 

at Orchard Close and ruining the grass.  Melanie also reported that the new yellow lines around the 

village had already started to wear away.  The County Councillors present said that the roads may be 

being prepared for redressing but they would look into in and report as necessary.  Melanie asked for an 

update on the proposed Millennium Green path and was informed that work would commence when 

debris from the pond had been removed and the weather as improved.  She also asked about the repairs 

needed on the Play Park, Graham confirmed that he had got the brochures but because of the lockdown it 

was difficult to get together to discuss a way forward. 

 

Steven Rees said he would like to thank Jo Wells and her family for doing a litter pick around the village.  

He also said he had been approached by a fitness instructor who as asked if she can use the field behind 

the Village Hall a couple of times a week for “boot camp” sessions.  This was agreed by those present. 

 

Sam Perks confirmed that the posts around the pond at Peto’s corner had been replaced.  He also 

commented on the congestion on Pound Road caused by the recent road diversions.  Sam also said that 

he had complained to SCC regarding a sweeper lorry that had dumped its contents in Marsh Lane.  This 



has since been levelled.  Cllr James Reeder said he would made enquires as to who was responsible.  

Sam asked if the old chain link fence & concrete posts would be removed prior to the installation of the 

new fence around the Millennium pond.  Keith confirmed that they would be removed and work was due 

to commence prior to the end of the month. 

 

Rod Leech said he had been approached by a parishioner regarding a shared access driveway where the 

neighbour was encroaching on the clear area potentially blocking access for emergency vehicles and 

asked if Cllr Paul Ashdown would be able to advise from the planning regulations point of view.  Cllr 

Robinson suggested they contact the Fire Brigade who will come out and advise.  Cllr Ashdown said he 

would be happy for the parishioner to contact him directly. 

 

Glenis Soanes asked for an update regarding the Tree behind Meadowlands.  Sam said he would chase 

Terra Trees for a date when the work would be completed. 

 

Brian Shelton reported that there had been complaints about School Coaches turning at the junction of 

Lound/Road & Meadowlands and problems with parked cars.  It was confirmed that if cars are parked 

near a junction and/or causing an obstruction it was a Police matter.  Brian also asked if it would be 

possible to replant the tree that has been uprooted near the Millennium Green Pond. 

 

8. District Councillors Report: (Cllr Ashdown) 

Cllr Ashdown reported that the Northern Parishes Community Partnership money had been allocated and 

that the two Blundeston applications (Blundeston in Bloom & Blundeston Pre-School) had been put on 

hold.  He said that both should reapply for the next allocation and suggested that they contact Kevin 

Wigg at East Suffolk who will be able to help them put their bids together.  He also hoped that someone 

on the Parish Council would replace John Nichols who attended the meetings for Blundeston in the past.  

Cllr Ashdown confirmed that he would have more Locality Budget available after May to help with 

future projects.  He hoped that someone would be attending the Planning Forum which would assist the 

Parish Council with responses to planning Applications.  Mel confirmed that she would be attending.  

Cllr Ashdown also said that from next Monday “Virtual Walks” would be available on their website. 

 
9. County Councillors Report: (Cllr James Reeder, Cllr Keith Robinson) 

Cllr Reeder reported that the Covid situation in Suffolk continued to improve with cases coming 

down.  Two Lateral Flow test centres had opened in Lowestoft, one at Water Lane and the other 

at Kirkley Football Ground, these were originally for people who could not work from home but 

are now open to a wider audience.  He said that the message remained to keep vigilant. He stated 

that the election was going ahead on 6th May and that purdah started on the 26th March 2021. 

 

James also said that this would be the last Blundeston & Flixton Parish Council meeting he would 

be attending as he was moving to the Corton division.  Sam Perks thanked James on behalf of the 

Parish Council for all the work he had done on our behalf and the timely responses to all our 

enquiries. 

 

Cllr Robinson apologised for not having attended very many meetings due to other commitments.  

He also said that he hoped everyone would support the speed limit reduction that he and James 

had been promoting which is currently at the consultation stage. 

 

10. Planning: 

Following plan was recommended for approval: 

DC/21/0870/FUL | Proposed side extension for entrance hall and shower room - Revised 

design | Thala Cottage Flixton Road Blundeston Suffolk NR32 5PL 



11. Skatepark/Football Pitch 

Sam Perks said that a family member had been enjoying using the Skatepark but felt that 

there had been some deterioration and some improvements could be made.  The Clerk said 

she would ask Charlotte Reed for a report. 

12. Village Hall/Porch 

Graham said that they had been unable to get further quotes for an Aluminum replacement, 

but following a discussion it was agreed that a uPVC replacement would not be suitable.  

Melanie offered to try and obtain 2 further quotes.  It was agreed to discuss the financing of 

the replacement once the cost had been established.  Cllr Ashdown confirmed that he had 

contributed £1,000 Locality Budget to the Village Hall Management Committee for the 

porch. 

13. Blundeston Charity Trust – Trustees 

Trustees of the Charity stand for a 4 year term.  Mr John Nichols and Mr Graham Wade have 

come to the end of their 4 year term and offered themselves for reelection.  Mr John Nichols 

and Mr Graham Wade were proposed by Rod Leech and seconded by Glenis Soanes and 

unanimously reelected to stand as trustees of the Charity for a further 4 year period. 

14. Land off Queensway – Cadent Gas Ltd – Gas Apparatus: 

Nothing to report at this meeting. 

15. Telecoms Mast: 

Nothing to report at this meeting 

16. Finances 

Expenditure – Waveney Fencing - £192.00 

17. Correspondence 

E-mail East Suffolk - Lowestoft & Northern Parishes CP 

Town and Parish Council Planning Forum 

Suffolk Highways - Upcoming works - B1074 Blundeston/Flixton East and Oulton –  

8 March 2021 

Suffolk Highways - Upcoming works - U3009 Market Lane and Hall Lane,  

Blundeston – 8 March 2021 

Parish/Town/District Councils - Grit bin refilling process 

CONSULTATION: Oulton Division - Proposed 40mph Speed Limits 

Blundeston Prison Foundation Stone 

Grass Cutting 

Countdown to Census day - 21st March 2021 

Town and Parish Council Planning Forum 

 

John Nichols had e-mailed the Parish Council regarding the Blundeston Prison Foundation Stone which is 

currently in his garage.  It was agreed to ask Paul Button to speak to Badger Builders to see if there was a 

suitable position at the entrance to the site.  Graham said he would look after the stone in the meantime if 

John wanted it removed from his garage. 

 

18. Any other Business 

 



The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 19th April 2021. 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.00pm 


