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This is my second annual parish council meeting as Chairman of 

Lilford Cum Wigsthorpe, Thorpe Achurch. I am pleased to highlight 

the achievements of our Parish Council over the past year.  I am 

honoured to be part of a hard working and committed team of parish 

councillors and this report is a resume of the considerable work 

carried out over the past year. My thanks to you all for your support 

over the past year. In March, 2016, we said farewell to our previous 

clerk – Sarah Rodger, and John Largen – a parish councillor for Lilford 

for a considerable number of years. 

In April we welcomed our new clerk Nicki Phillips, and tonight we will 

have to say farewell and thank you to Catherine Burbage, who has 

done such an amazing service to the people of Achurch. Your sterling 

work particularly with the war memorial, the travellers unit, the 

trees, the Achurch village sign and other countless issues has been 

invaluable. Thank you Catherine. 

Regarding financial matters we have operated a fairly tight ship. Like 

other strata of Local Government we are accountable and have 

restraints. 

However, restraints apart, the financial expertise on our council, 

coupled with the financial assistance of Local Government with 

certain projects, have enabled us to carry out our usual financial 

commitments. Amongst other things, this includes the purchase of a 

telephone box for Wigsthorpe and a new village sign for Achurch. 

Our thanks to Keith Goldsmith for his invaluable work in helping to 

set up a much more user friendly bank account. 

In planning matters, our work into reviewing a number of planning 

applications including new builds, infills, extensions and tree work  

has hopefully helped to preserve the unique architectural and 



aesthetic integrity whilst at the same time helping to meet the need 

of a 21st Century Britain where there is so much pressure for new 

amenities. 

 

In Highways matters, the precarious state of the road surface of the 

A605 continues and other issues are still ongoing, particularly with 

the present road network between Thorpe and Aldwincle. However, 

a major success has been a trouble free year for the bridges over the 

Nene between Lilford and Pilton. The traffic lights have been a huge 

success.  At this point, I would like to mention the considerable and 

invaluable work done by Terry Barcham who has done so much to 

report upon and strive to improve our present infrastructure. 

 

I would like to reiterate that without the commitment of my fellow 

councillors, all the achievements I have highlighted in my report 

would not have been possible. I would like to pay a special debt of 

gratitude to our new clerk - Nicki, whose enthusiasm, efficiency and 

knowledge has been remarkable. One notable point is the setting up 

of our new website. We are very grateful for your services and your 

commitment to this parish has been second to none. We are so lucky 

to have you as our clerk Nicki. 

Thank you everyone. 

 

Shaun Moffat 

Chairman LWTA Parish Council 

 


