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LILFORD CUM WIGSTHORPE THORPE ACHURCH 
 PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 10th March 2017 in The Upper Room 
The Fox Inn Thorpe Waterville at 8.00pm 

Present: Councillors S. Moffat (Chair), K Goldsmith, C Burbage, T Barcham, T Bird  
In attendance:   Mrs N Phillips (Clerk), County Councillor W Brackenbury, 2 x members of public. 
  

182.112 To receive and approve apologies for absence  
 

Cllr T Wright (business commitment). 

182.113 To receive and approve for signature the minutes of the meeting held on 
Tuesday 14th January 2017 
 

Resolved:  That the minutes be signed by the Chairman as a correct record  
of the meeting 

182.114 To note any matters arising from the minutes not included on this agenda for 
report only 
 

As a result of some Wigsthorpe residents saying they would prefer a grit bin to be 
installed rather than a bench the Clerk had spoken with NCC and was able to report 
that Wigsthorpe met the criteria of having a bin supplied by NCC subject to a suitable 
location on highways land for it to be situated, therefore the grant money offered by 
Cllrs Brackenbury and Shacklock could go towards the bench. 
 
Cllr Moffat asked about the possible provision of a grit bin for Lilford - the Clerk will 
investigate. 

182.115 To receive declarations of interest under the Council’s Code of Conduct related 
to business on the agenda. 
 

None received 

182.116 Public participation session  
 

Representation was made by two Lilford residents asking  the council to approach the 
landowners and request the private track leading from Lilford directly onto the A605 be 
blocked off to unauthorised traffic by gates or other means.   

182.126 To consider and resolve what action if any, to be taken re the access from 
Lilford directly onto the A605. – moved up agenda due to its relevance to 
182.116 
 
After discussion and acknowledgement of the problems involved with closing of a 
private road the Clerk was asked to write to the landowners expressing residents’ 
concerns re safety and requesting that consideration be given to closing off or erecting 
a gate across this track.  Clerk also to write to NCC Highways about the possibility of 
signage. Cllr Brackenbury also offered to speak to NCC Highways on this matter. 

182.117 To receive a report on local police issues  
 

No report presented 

182.118 To receive a report from County Councillor W Brackenbury  
 

Cllr Brackenbury in response to a request from the council shared what information 
she had on the possible Unitary Authority model which Northamptonshire along with 
many other counties may at some point sign up to.  At this style of local government is 
only in the very early investigation stages there are no firm proposals being put 
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forward at present.  

182.119 To receive a report from District Councillor G Shacklock – item moved up 
Agenda to allow Councillor to meeting. 
 

Cllr Shacklock unable to attend meeting  

182.120 To approve and authorise payment of the following invoices 
 

Cheque  Payee Item Amount 

100008 N A Phillips Reimbursement website costs £29.95 

100009 N A Phillips Reimbursement domain name £24.00 

100010 N A Phillips Additional hours worked in Nov/Dec £173.28 

100011 N A Phillips January Salary £68.40 

100012 N A Phillips January Expenses  £27.26 

100013 N A Phillips February Salary £68.40 

100014 N A Phillips February Expenses  £7.97  

100015 N A Phillips March Salary £68.40 

100016 N A Phillips March Expenses to date 20.39      

100017 N A Phillips Additional hours worked in Jan/Feb £123.12 

100018 Achurch PCC Churchyard maintenance grant £50.00 

100019 BT Achurch/Wigsthorpe kiosk adoption fee £2.00 
 

Resolved:  All payments authorised 

182.121 To approve for payment 13.5 additional hours worked by the Clerk during 
January/February 2017 
 
Resolved:  Approved. 

182.122 To receive and approve the Balance of Accounts/Bank Reconciliation 
 

The Clerk presented the Balance of Accounts/Bank Reconciliation. 
 
Cllr K Goldsmith examined and signed the Balance of Accounts/Bank Reconciliation. 
 

Resolved:  Balance of Accounts/Bank Reconciliation approved,  

182.123 To examine and approve the Bank Statements 
 

Cllr Goldsmith examined and signed the Bank Statements 
 

Resolved:  To approve the Bank Statements 

182.124 To receive a report from the clerk on the predicted spending to 31.03.2017 
 

The Clerk presented a report on income/expenditure for the year. 

182.125 To consider and resolve the Council’s response to planning applications 
received. 
 

17/00444/FUL - No objections 
17/00518/FUL – No objections 
 

Resolved:  Clerk to notify ENC. 

182.126 To consider and resolve what action if any, to be taken re the access from 
Lilford directly onto the A605. – moved up agenda due to its relevance to 
182.116 
 
Moved up the Agenda 

182.127 To consider and resolve what action if any, to be taken to amend the Clerk’s 
contract to reflect more accurately the hours worked 
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The Clerk left the room whilst discussion took place as to whether to ask the Clerk just 
to work to the 7.5 hours per month she was contracted to, or to increase the hours, or 
to carry on as at present with the Clerk working the hours she felt necessary and then 
getting them authorised for payment at the following meeting. 
 
Resolved:  to increase the Clerks hours to 15 per month.  The Clerk thanked the 
Council for their consideration. 

182.128 To update the Council on the situation re dead trees at rear of well-head 
 

The work has now  been carried out and residents expressed their thanks. 

182.129 To update the Council re the adoption of the Achurch and Wigsthorpe BR phone 
boxes 
 

After some administration problems the Clerk now has the contracts to be signed by 
the Chaiman and then returned to BT.  The Clerk has forwarded that licence 
applications and fees of £400 to NCC Highways but has been told that the correct fee 
should be £260 per box.   
 

Resolved: The Clerk to go back to NCC and find out the correct amount required. 

182.130 To consider and put measures in place for any remedial work that may be 
needed on the war memorial. 
 

The Clerk requested approval to attend a workshop on recording and preserving the 
information on the War Memorial and how to check condition of it. 
 

Resolved:  Permission granted 

182.131 To receive a report from Cllr Barcham on Highways/Rights of Way 
 

Cllr Barcham has raised a number of items with NCC Highways, and has received 
some requests from residents.  Cllr Barcham requested each item be added to the 
Agenda for discussion at the May meeting. 
 
Cllr Burbage reported that the speed monitoring on the road through Achurch had 
been carried out but had no idea of the results. 
 

Resolved:  Clerk to add to Agenda 

182.131 To receive feedback on the East Northamptonshire North Joint Action Group 
(JAG) meeting 
 

Cllr Barcham attended the meeting but said there was very little to report back but 
expressed his intention of attending the next meeting. 

182.133 
 

To receive an update from the Clerk on the website 
 

The website is now up and running and the Clerk is loading current information onto 
with information from previous years to be uploaded at some point in the future.  The 
website is proving relatively easy to use. 

182.134 To consider fundraising for the provision of community assets 
 

The council acknowledged that they had been fortunate to receive several grants 
during the past year which had helped provide the funds for the new noticeboard at 
Thorpe Waterville and £400 which was most of the money needed for the NCC 
licence connected with the BT kiosks at Achurch and Wigsthorpe.  Grants had also 
been promised towards the cost of the bench at Wigsthorpe but it was recognised that 
to fund future items such as a replacement noticeboard for Lilford that grants would 
need to be applied for. 
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182.135 Correspondence:  Parish Satisfaction Survey, Postal numbering for 4 new properties 
at Achurch, Community Enhancement Gang request, Cash for Community Groups 
Funding Fayure, BBC Children in Need Workshops, Crowdfunding for Road Safety 
projects.  A copy of each of the above was available for any Cllr who wished to see it. 
 
Cllr Burbage letter of resignation – Cllr Burbage is standing down from the end of the 
month.  Cllrs expressed their thanks for all she had done for the council and that they 
would miss her.   
 

Clerk to find out protocol for election/co-opting of replacement councillor. 

182.136 To consider a grant towards the upkeep of Achurch churchyard 
 

Resolved:  To give a grant of £50 as in previous years. 

182.137 To confirm the date and time of the Annual Parish meeting as 9th May 2017  
 

Meeting date confirmed with meeting commencing at 7.45pm  

182.138 To confirm the date of the next Council meeting as 9h May 2017 
 

Meeting date confirmed with meeting commencing at 8.00pm 

182.139 To close the meeting 
 

The meeting closed at 9.40 pm. 

 
Signed: 
 
 

Dated: 
 


