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Tyneside’s great outdoors
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Getting here is easy…
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Gateshead’s historic Derwent Valley is just minutes from the A1
and is served by frequent bus links from the heart of Tyneside.
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If you’re heading for the Derwent Valley by car, then simply take
the A692 or A694 from the A1 and follow the brown tourist signs.
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For more information on public transport visit 		
www.nexus.org.uk or call 0191 2020 747
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FULL of great days out and things to do

Chopwell Woods

The former grand estate of coal baron George Bowes; this National
Trust site offers superb landscaped grounds, architectural gems
like the restored Chapel and loads of opportunities for families to
enjoy the great outdoors.

This Forestry Commission site is a haven for walkers, cyclists and
horse riders. Miles of marked trails make their way through the
woods and take in a variety of traces from the areas past.

Fine local produce is on offer in the café and coffee shop but with
miles of footpaths and lots to see there’s ample opportunity to
work off a few calories. See website or leaflet for opening times.

Trails vary from the easy to the not so easy and up to 4.5 miles in
length.

Gibside

Gateshead’s historic Derwent Valley has been transformed
from an industrial powerhouse to a haven for wildlife, walkers
and history buffs. With great attractions like the National Trust’s
Gibside, impressive wildlife like the soaring Red Kites and miles of
footpath, cycle route and bridleway to link it all together, the area
offers something for everyone.

Gibside

The Angel of the North

Great countryside days out,
right on the doorstep of
central Tyneside...

So whether you’re looking for a Sunday stroll, a spot of fishing
or a taste of the past Gateshead’s historic Derwent Valley is the
place to come.

Derwent Walk Country Park

Tanfield Railway

The Derwent Valley was once dominated by industry with coal
mining, coke works and iron making among the most prolific.
That’s all in the past though and now today rolling meadows and
peaceful woodland line the River Derwent.

The Angel of the North
The striking Antony Gormley sculpture has become a symbol
of the whole North East. It stands on a completely transformed
former colliery site high above the A1 and main East Coast
railway line.
Crafted from 200 tonnes of steel, standing 20m tall and with a
wingspan of 54m, getting up close and personal with the Angel of
the North is an experience you’ll never forget.

Tanfield Railway
When coal owners first tamed nature to transport coal from
collieries in the Tanfield area to the River Tyne in 1725 they
received international acclaim. Now the World’s oldest railway,
the Tanfield Railway offers the chance to discover how Tyneside’s
railway innovation transformed the world.
Steam locomotives pull trains of Victorian style carriages; all
lovingly restored by volunteers. There’s also the chance to visit
Europe’s oldest working engine shed or grab a drink in the period
style tea room.
See website or leaflet for opening times.

Chopwell Woods

Derwent Walk Country Park

The route of the railway between Consett and the Tyne now
forms the basis of a linear country park wear Red Kite and Salmon
can be seen.

