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MELROSE AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
[bookmark: _Hlk190271427]Wednesday 15th April 2026 at 7.30pm, Ormiston Institute, Melrose
MEETING MINUTES

Apologies: 
Cllr David Parker (SBC), Cllr J Paton-Day (SBC), W Kerr (CC), B Douglas (CC), Catherine Bauer (Traders), Val Miller (Melrose in Bloom)
Attendance:
Bruce Wilson (CC), Lorna Paterson (CC), Jane Bell (CC), Martin Baird (CC), Dougal Stewart (CC Treasurer), Cllr Jenny Linehan (SBC), Mark Latto (Melrose Caravan Park), Victoria Antcliff (Secretary), David Peters (member of public), Ian Porter (PS)

1. Welcome and Apologies
Dougal Stewart commenced the meeting and formally acknowledged any apologies received from members unable to attend.
2. Police Report
The March Police Report was circulated prior to the meeting.
Future Police reports will now concentrate on matters affecting the local community, unless larger national campaigns specifically relate to the area. Community police officers have been encouraged to increase their presence and engagement on social media platforms, aiming to better connect with residents and keep them informed.
There has been continued effort in tackling organised crime within the area, with positive outcomes. Parking issues in Melrose persist, and the Community Police Officer will investigate to address these concerns. In Gattonside, measures will be implemented to deter speeding, including the use of a speed gun and the deployment of a pop-up Bob. Similar measures to be taken on Chiefswood Road. 

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting
Previous minutes were approved. 
Matters arising and Action Points were discussed.

4. Community Issues & Updates
· Process for Dissolution of the Community Council and Election of a New Council - Councillor Parker has emailed Community Council members for feedback about dissolving the current Council and electing a new one. The main concern was low interest in joining the new Council. Regarding co-opting people from outside the area, there had been no legal department response to Councillor Linehan’s enquiry, so it is likely that the constitution cannot be changed for this purpose. Some local business owners who do not live in the council area may wish to join if the constitution changes. Community Councillors were encouraged to share information on social media about joining Melrose Community Council (MCC) to prevent it folding due to lack of numbers.
AP26/20 – Cllr Linehan to follow up processes and contact Parent Council at school re potential members for MCC.

· Rubbish and traffic in Gattonside -
Traffic was addressed during the review of the police report during the meeting. The recent litter pick around Melrose during March had been successful, but ongoing efforts are still needed. The possibility of SBC installing anti-litter signs was discussed. Litter near Tweedbank garage was being picked up by someone working at the garage and Cllr Parker had also asked them to collect gloves blown into the verges from their premises.
· Bench repair and replacement -
Melrose and Newstead bench replacements have been completed but locations and condition of other benches in Darnick and Gattonside that need refurbishment or replacement are required. 
AP26/21 - Jane Bell and Dougal Stewart will audit the existing benches in Gattonside and Darnick, Results will be reported to the Community Council for next steps.
· Small schemes funding - 
It may be possible to use this fund to help bench repair and improve the playpark in Gattonside. Repainting sign on the chain bridge is in hand and funding has already been secured.

The Community Council would like to acknowledge the input provided by Bill Stephens on the tree felling at Melrose Golf Club and on the request from Buccleuch Woodlands for consultation on tree felling at Dingleton Mains. 
Bill has also provided input on the Gattonside Chain Bridge and its bi centenary celebration (see below for a potted history).

5. Any Other Competent Business
This will be last meeting before election process in June.

6. Date of Next Meeting
NO MEETING IN MAY due to the election process. Next meeting date to be confirmed.






Appendix – A short history of the Chain Bridge by Bill Stephens

The 1826 bridge replaced a ford a short distance downstream and as was the case elsewhere along the river, stilts were used by pedestrians to cross dry-shod and maybe this could be re-enacted as part of the celebrations. Fortunately, the bridge had been built by the time my wife who in her early years lived on a farm above Gattonside had to cross the river to attend primary school in Melrose. At that time, it did 'swing' in the wind and a teacher was on standby at the start and end of the day to make sure it was safe to cross and I'm sure there are plenty of similar anecdotes that could form part of any celebration.

The bridge deck was illuminated with lanterns for the centenary celebrations when the local minister gave a speech to a "large crowd".  In October 1976 a party was held in the local manse where a poem written on behalf of the bridge was read that included the line 'So I'm certain to be standing here in twenty twenty-six' with the 1991 re-building making sure that's the case. The original gently curving "light and elegant structure" was, however, replaced by a straight "gawky trussed affair" and the addition of a third more substantial chain added to take most of the weight further altering its appearance. Reflecting its historical importance, parts of the original structure removed in 1991 that includes a ship's rudder used as an anchor plate are on display in the Institution of Civil Engineers Scotland Museum in Edinburgh and how the bridge has evolved over the last 200 years may be of interest to those using the bridge today.
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