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[bookmark: _Hlk190271427]Minutes of Meeting
Wednesday 26 August 2026 at 7.30 pm, Ormiston Institute, Melrose
Attendees
Present: W Windram (MCC Chair), D Stewart (MCC Treasurer), J Scully (MCC), J Barr (MCC), Martin Baird (MCC), Jane Bell (MCC), Ben Douglas (MCC), Lorna Patterson (MCC), Willie Kerr (MCC), Bruce Wilson (MCC), Cllr D Parker (SBC), Cllr J Linehan (SBC), Val Miller (Melrose in Bloom), Mark Latto (Melrose Caravan Park), Angela Stormont, Victoria Antcliff (MCC Minutes Secretary), Chris Faulds (Border Telegraph)
Apologies: Catherine Bauer (Melrose Traders), Cllr John Paton-Day, Crawford Laing (Police Scotland), Ian Porter (Police Scotland)
1. Welcome and Apologies
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. Introductions were made and apologies were noted.
2. Police Report
A police report update had been sent to MCC members with the August meeting invite. No further matters were recorded in the notes and Police Scotland were not present at the meeting.
3. Minutes of Previous Meeting and Matters Arising
The minutes of the July 2026 meeting were approved subject to the correction that Willie Kerr should be removed from the attendance record. No declarations of interest were noted.
4. Connecting Threads and Gattonside Swing Bridge Bicentenary
Tiki Muir from Connecting Threads outlined plans for the Tweed River Festival and the Gattonside Swing Bridge bicentenary celebrations. The festival will take place on Friday 30 and Saturday 31 October, with activities planned in the Corn Exchange, around Melrose and by the river. Events will be free, with ticketing used where necessary to manage numbers.
[bookmark: _Int_8r1s5bkZ]The programme will include arts activities, banner and mask making, a possible film event, school involvement where available, and a parade to the bridge. Publicity will be launched in September and shared with the Community Council for circulation. Suggestions included using banners, posters, the library steps and social media to raise awareness. Cllr Linehan will explore whether lighting the bridge is possible and whether local residents or SBC lighting contacts can assist.  The Festival Committee may be approached regarding possible bunting support.
5. Community Issues and Updates
Planning Applications
· The poultry unit application has been withdrawn and is no longer on the current applications list.
· 10 Broomilees Road: proposed house on the site of the demolished cottage at the entry to Gilroy Gardens. No objections were raised.
· 12 High Cross Avenue: alterations and extension were discussed. Fire risk and proximity to the neighbouring wall were noted; planning will consider this. No objection was recorded.
· Station Hotel: application for a café/restaurant and five holiday-let units on the upper floors. Viability concerns were discussed but were not considered planning grounds for objection. No objection was recorded.
Community Resilience
An enquiry was received from someone interested in becoming involved in community resilience. It was suggested that they contact SBC Emergency Planning, with Brian Macfarlane or Andy McLane identified as possible contacts. William (Chair) will respond to the enquiry.
History of Melrose Guidebook Proposal
Mary Craig of Gattonside asked whether the Community Council would commission a comprehensive history of Melrose for a potential guidebook. The Council is unable to offer funding but is supportive of the idea. William (Chair) will ask whether she has explored other possible sources of support, such as the William Hill Trust, Historic Scotland, Live Borders or Destination Tweed.
Melrose, Massachusetts Proclamation
William (Chair) reported that he had met a former mayor of Melrose, Massachusetts and had received a proclamation. Val will display it in the Melrose in Bloom window.
6. Any Other Competent Business
· Abbotsford Road signage: SBC approval is progressing and the work is expected to be completed soon.
· Parking in Melrose: concerns were raised about lack of enforcement. SBC representatives suggested discussing possible parking resolutions with the police replacement once appointed.
· Newstead planning matter: a portacabin erected on health board land was discussed. SBC advised that a retrospective planning application would be required.
· Morpeth town councillor enquiry: William (Chair) will contact the councillor to arrange an informal meeting to discuss ideas for promoting the towns.
· Recycling bin for leads and equipment: possible locations discussed included Trinity Church, the library and the Co-op. Lorna Patterson will respond and approach the Co-op.
· Electric bike charging points: Ben raised the possibility of providing charging points for visitors and campers. The matter will be discussed with SBC Councillors David and Jenny to establish whether there is a Council policy.
Public Questions
Public questions covered the history of Melrose, publication of meeting minutes on the noticeboard outside the Ormiston rooms, weeds and general street maintenance, Priorswood/High Cross maintenance concerns, grass cutting schedules and playpark upkeep. Val will speak to Bruce Jackson about placing minutes in the noticeboard. Dougal Stewart will post minutes on the website. Grounds maintenance concerns will be raised again with SBC at a future meeting, and previous minutes will be checked for any recorded grass-cutting schedule information.
7. Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting is proposed for Wednesday 16 September 2026 at 7.30 pm at Smith Hall, Darnick. The Community Council noted the suggestion of rotating meetings across other areas, including Gattonside, Newstead and Darnick during the next few months as this has not been the case over the summer.
Victoria Antcliff gave apologues for the September meeting, and it was decided in her absence that Jonathan Scully will take the minutes and send them to Victoria for completion.
Action Points
	No.
	Action
	Owner
	Status / Due date

	1
	Seek update from the street lighting team on lights in the Square.
	Cllr David Parker
	Update when available

	2
	Confirm what SBC can provide for Christmas tree lighting and decoration.
	Cllr David Parker / SBC
	Update when available

	3
	Speak to local forestry contacts about providing and potentially erecting a Christmas tree in Melrose Square.
	Willie Kerr
	Before Christmas planning progresses

	4
	Inspect and photograph reported weed and roadside maintenance issues, including near St Mary’s/Harmony Garden.
	Cllr David Parker
	As soon as possible

	5
	Members to provide updated email addresses and phone numbers for the contact list and creation of a WhatsApp group.
	All members & Lorna Patterson
	Provided and sent to Lorna Patterson

	6
	Share Connecting Threads publicity materials with MCC for circulation.
	Tiki Muir / Lorna Patterson
	September launch

	7
	Post Connecting Threads / bicentenary information on Facebook.
	Cllr J Linehan
	When materials received

	8
	Investigate whether Gattonside Swing Bridge can be lit for the bicentenary celebrations.
	Cllr J Linehan
	Before October event

	9
	Respond to the community resilience enquiry and signpost SBC Emergency Planning contacts.
	William Windram
	As soon as possible

	10
	Respond to Mary Craig regarding possible funding/support routes for the Melrose history guidebook.
	William Windram
	As soon as possible

	11
	Display the Melrose, Massachusetts proclamation in the Melrose in Bloom window.
	Val Miller
	When available

	12
	Arrange an informal meeting with the Morpeth councillor regarding promoting the towns.
	William Windram
	To be arranged

	13
	Reply regarding the recycling bin proposal for unused electrical cables and leads, and approach the Co-op about a possible location.
	Lorna Patterson
	To be arranged

	14
	Discuss electric bike charging policy/options with SBC officers David and Jenny.
	Ben Douglas / MCC
	To be discussed

	15
	Speak to Bruce Jackson about displaying minutes on the Ormiston rooms noticeboard.
	Val Miller
	Before next meeting

	16
	Post meeting minutes on the website.
	Dougal Stewart
	After minutes approved/finalised

	17
	Check previous minutes for any SBC grass-cutting schedule information.
	MCC
	Before next discussion with SBC

	18
	Confirm venue and arrangements for the next meeting in Gattonside.
	Jane Bell
	16 September 2026. Agreed Smith Hall, Darnick

	19
	Take minutes of the next meeting in September and send them to Victoria Antcliff for completion.
	Jonathan Scully
	Next meeting
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