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MELROSE AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
[bookmark: _Hlk190271427]Wednesday 18th March 2026 at 7.30pm, Ormiston Institute, Melrose
MEETING MINUTES

Apologies
Cllr D Parker (SBC), Willie Kerr (MCC), Cllr J Paton-Day (SBC)

Attendance:
Jane Bell (MCC
Ben Douglas (MCC) – Acting chair
Martin Baird (MCC)
Cllr Jenny Linehan (SBC)
Lorna Paterson (MCC)
Dougal Stewart (MCC Treasurer)
Bruce Wilson (MCC)
Ian Porter (PS)
Victoria Antcliff (Secretary)
Catherine Bauer (Melrose Traders)
Mark Latto (Melrose Caravan Park) 
David Langworth (Melrose Paths)
Val Miller (Melrose in Bloom)
Louise Lox (resident)

1. Welcome and Apologies
Ben Douglas commenced the meeting and acknowledged any apologies received from members unable to attend.

2. Police Report
The February police report noted some minor antisocial incidents in the area. Dougal mentioned ongoing parking issues at Huntly Road during school times. Although the school and parking attendants are managing it, police can assist if needed but can only take action against obstructive parking under the Road Traffic Act. Changes that could help like double yellow lines are decided by SBC, not the police.

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting
Approval of minutes from February 2026
Matters arising and Action Points discussed.

4. Community Issues & Updates
· Blocked drain at Melrose Health Centre car park (reported by Mark Latto). Mark Latto will send photos to JL. Issue unresolved; photos sent. Multiple drains in town blocked—require more frequent cleaning.  
AP26/16 - JL to discuss the cleaning frequency with relevant person in SBC and follow up on blocked drain.
· A resident raised concerns about car parking near Melrose Abbey, likely due to the lines marking the parking spaces being difficult to see. Traders have also shared photos of random parking and requested car park relining. The car park is monitored occasionally. 
AP26/17 - JL to enquire about relining and the use of car park revenue for the benefit of the town by the community council.

5. Any Other Competent Business
· The council is seeking feedback from community councils on proposed 50mph speed limits for major roads near, but not within, the MCC area. Information is available on the SBC website. If anyone wants to comment, please email Dougal Stewart so he can compile all responses.
· M. Baird raised concerns about the condition of roads in Melrose, including potholes and overall poor state. This issue has already been reported on the SBC pothole website. 
AP26/18 - JL to investigate further.
· M Latto has reported antisocial behaviour at caravan site to PS Ian Porter. Instigators unknown. Will continue to monitor.
· The path from the cauld to the chain bridge is slipping toward the field and needs reinstatement and widening near the bridge. 
· AP26/19 - JL will look into active travel funding for the path if contacted by MCC.

6. Date of Next Meeting
Confirmation of date, time, and venue – Wednesday 15 April 2026 at 7.30 pm Ormiston Rooms, Melrose. Apologies TBA
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