
MELROSE AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTE OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

HELD IN THE ORMISTON INSTITUTE, MELROSE ON
18TH APRIL 2018 AT 7 PM

Present:  William Windram (WW), (Chair), Robin Chisholm (RC),  Val Miller (VM), Graham 
Barker (GB), Dorothy Cameron, Aziza Taylor (AT) (Secretary).

In Attendance:  One member of the public.

Action

1. Apologies for Absence:   William, Kerr, Martin Baird, Lorna Paterson, PC 
Calum Wilson.

2. Minutes of Previous AGM:  The minute of the meeting held on 17h April 
2017 was approved with one amendment:  Dorothy Cameron was present at 
the meeting.

3. Matters Arising:  There were no matters arising.

4. Treasurer’s Report:  The report of the accounts for the last year was 
presented by GB and adopted unanimously.  As there will be no Hogmanay 
fireworks in future it is possible that the collection cans will be used 
contributions towards the Christmas lights.

5. Appointment of Auditor:  The appointment of Gall Robertson as auditor 
was proposed by GB and seconded by WW and agreed unanimously.

6. Chairman’s Report: WW presented his report for the year and thanked 
everyone who had served on the Community Council for their efforts. 
During the year Ron Anderson had resigned as a councillor.  Following the 
SBC elections last year the SBC Councillors for the ward are now David 
Parker, Tom Miers and Kevin Drum. WW expressed his thanks to Iain 
Gillespie and Jim Torrance who previously represented the ward on SBC for
all their service to the community during their period of office. PC Calum 
Wilson has now taken over as the community police officer from PC Philip 
Winning and relations have continued to be excellent.  This year saw 
Melrose named as the best town to live in Scotland by the Sunday Times 
newspaper thanks to the active contributions of all the volunteer groups, 
traders and hoteliers.  Thanks were also due to RC and his team of 
volunteers for the display of Christmas lights.
Other events of note were:



• The continuing success of Melrose in Bloom.  
• The annual Spring Clean was a great success and well supported by 

other local organisations.
• The Bookshop event, held over two days in the summer again raised 

funds for local projects and was well supported by the public and 
volunteers from the Community Council.

• The Christmas parade and carol singing was organised by Melrose 
Rotary Club.

• The Melrose Traders’ Association organised music in the Square.
• A successful series of local events including the Melrose 7s, the 

Borders Book Festival, the Melrose Fun Run.
• The reopening of the old fire station as the headquarters of the 

Tweed Valley Mountain Rescue. 
There have been a number of changes to local business premises in the High
Street and around the town with shop occupation rates remaining high. 
Advice has been given to local traders in the conservation area on the need 
to conform to planning permission for all changes to exterior shop frontages.
Major roadworks to Lowood Bridge and Galafoot Bridge and the redesign 
of the junction to the Borders General Hospital have caused inconvenience 
to local residents and visitors, but the improvements, once completed, will 
be welcome.

12. Date of Next Meeting:  The next Annual General Meeting will be held on 
Wednesday 24th April 2019 at  7 pm in The Ormiston Lounge, Melrose.


