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BISHOP PHILIP TO LEAVE 
DIOCESE IN SEPTEMBER

Following the announcement that Bishop Philip is 
to leave in the autumn, Bishop Hugh sets out what 
happens now in Truro.

The Rt Revd Philip Mounstephen will be 
leaving his post as the Bishop of Truro 
this autumn to become the new Bishop 
of Winchester.

Bishop Philip says: “There is never a 
perfect time to leave anywhere. We 
are still in a significant process of 
change in this diocese. But that change 
is happening on increasingly firm 
foundations.

“We have an outstandingly strong senior 
team in this diocese, and I know that you 
will be incredibly well led by Bishop Hugh, 
who will be the Acting Diocesan Bishop 
until a new Bishop of Truro is in post. I 
do not believe I could leave you in safer 
hands.”

Bishop Philip added: “Bishops are called, 
according to the service of ordination, 
‘to know and love their people and to 
be known by them’ – and I have come 
to know and love so many of you over 
these last four and half years, and I’m 
immensely grateful to you for the love 
you have shown me. In many ways you 
have taught me how to be a bishop. I will 
always be proud of my Cornish roots, 
and of having been Bishop of Truro, and I 
will always be deeply grateful to you all.

“Please do pray for Ruth and for me, as 
we certainly shall for you.”

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE

With Bishop Philip leaving the diocese in 
September there will be an opportunity 
for parishioners to say goodbye at a 
service in Truro Cathedral on September 
17. At the end of that service Bishop 
Philip will hand over the pastoral staff to 
be kept in the care of the Dean of Truro 
and the cathedral until a new Diocesan 
Bishop is welcomed.

Bishop Hugh is keen to reassure that 
while some things will feel different when 
Bishop Philip leaves, much will remain 
the same: “We will keep on loving God 
and one another; we will share our faith 
and serve our communities; we will carry 
on implementing deanery plans and the 
diocesan plan for change and renewal, 
as we reshape patterns of ministry, as 
we engage more fully with children and 
young people, as we focus on serving 
those who are most in need.

“Bishop Philip leaves us with a clear way 
ahead and our task now is to walk that 
way together.”

The new Bishop of Truro is likely to be 
installed in spring 2025.

In the coming months there will be more 
details shared about the process by 
which a successor is appointed, including 
how you can join in.

Bishop Hugh added: “The next 18 months 
will not be an empty waiting time. We 
know what lies ahead because we’ve 
given time and energy to listening, to 
praying and to making plans for a fruitful 
and sustainable future. And we’re well 
on the way with turning those plans into 
reality, and that won’t stop now.

“The world is changing, and those 
changes affect us in the church – some 
of them in big ways. But God hasn’t 
changed or left us; he remains as active 
and engaged as he always has been.

“Even amid change – especially in the 
midst of change – God remains faithful 
and good, and his church in Cornwall 
remains faithful in turn.”

https://trurodiocese.us16.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=d4fbc78257d8f51844df7f14c&id=d0479e1c72
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7f_JSihAABs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uurIaMsKThs
http://www.trurodiocese.org.uk/mission/stewardship/parish-giving-scheme/
http://www.trurodiocese.org.uk/
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ST IA COMMENDATION
The historic Church of St Ia, which overlooks the 
beach at the centre of St Ives, has received a 
commendation from the panel of judges for this 
year’s Nick Cahill Award.

The award scheme recognises 
outstanding work design and 
craftsmanship shown by projects 
involving religious buildings and sites 
representing all faiths. It celebrates both 
ambitious innovations and more modest 
restoration initiatives.

It is named in honour of the late Nick 
Cahill, an esteemed scholar, author 
and authority in the field of heritage 
and conservation, who held a number 
of influential strategic roles in historic 
environment policy at Cornwall Council 
and served as a valued member of the 
Truro’s Diocesan Advisory Committee, 
supporting the care and management of 
church buildings and churchyards across 
Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly.

The commendation was presented 
this month by Paul Holden of Truro’s 
Diocesan Advisory Committee, chair of 
the judging panel, and by Nick’s widow, 
Mary, with whom Nick had founded the 
historic building consultancy the Cahill 
Partnership twenty-three years ago.

The certificate of commendation was 
received by St Ia parishioner Carmel 
Henry, whose efforts, with the support 
of the Benefice’s vicar the Reverend Nick 
Widdows, had been key to the success of 
this initiative.

The church clock had stopped working 
in 2020, and, following extensive work 
to plan and secure funding for the 
project, restoration work took place last 
summer. The dial-works, hands and 
clock mechanism itself were repaired, 
new parts were made and an automatic 
regulator was installed.

Today, the clock once more offers 
passers-by the time of day from the top 
of this much-loved landmark at the heart 
of this picturesque north Cornish town.

READ MORE HERE

Parishes are being urged to complete the 
Energy Footprint Tool (EFT) survey. The 
diocese currently has a 50% return rate, 
and we know that a rate of at least 80% 
is the best level for us to interpret results 
in a meaningful way.

As a diocese we are committed to 
Cherishing Creation, Cutting Carbon and 
Speaking Up. We are also committed 
to reducing our carbon emissions in full 
support of Net Zero 2030.

We need your church EFT data to see 
how we are doing in reducing our carbon 
emissions and so that we can deliver our 
carbon reduction action plan.

The deadline of July 31, 2023 has now 
been extended to August 31, 2023 but 
we know early submissions make the 
most difference so please don’t delay.

If you need any support in accessing 
and submitting this data we’d love to 
help. You can get support by emailing 
creationcare@truro.Anglican.org or by 
phone if Church House on 01872 274351.

STILL TIME TO SUBMIT 
YOUR EFT RESPONSES

The 2023 Parish Training Programme 
is now available.  The FREE sessions 
coming up in September are: 
 
Sept 12  Finance Drop-in session 
 
Sept 14 Net Zero 2030: Our Net Zero 
2030 Journey panel discussion & Q&A

Sept 16  PCC Treasurers training

FIND OUT MORE HERE

PARISH TRAINING

Contact Mel Pomery:

melanie.pomery@truro.anglican.org

https://trurodiocese.org.uk/2023/07/restoration-project-earns-prestigious-accolade/
mailto:creationcare@truro.Anglican.org
https://trurodiocese.org.uk/whats-on/parish-training-2023/
mailto:melanie.pomery@truro.anglican.org
http://www.trurodiocese.org.uk/mission/stewardship/parish-giving-scheme/


The base of operations was the village of 
Paul, overlooking Mount’s Bay.

A filling breakfast and a healthy lunch 
were laid on, and each evening ended 
with the assembled participants sat 
around the campfire enjoying treats and 
snacks, as they told their tales of the 
day’s adventures and made plans for the 
next day.

“Our children need and deserve summer 
holiday fun,” said one of the organisers, 
Revd Andrew Yates. “So we have an 
action-packed weekly programme.”

On top of onsite activities in Paul, they 
also arranged a series of trips, including 
boating, biking and fishing, as well as a 
visit to the Eden Project.

Thanks to a grant from Cornwall Council 
and other local sponsors, in addition 
to the generous support of church 
congregations, the initiative was able to 
offer free places to children eligible for 
free school meals.

“Our community in Penzance has the 
highest level of deprivation in Cornwall,” 
Andrew explains. “The cost-of-living crisis 
has impacted on families and also on 
community groups such as ourselves. 
Our food budget for this summer’s 
holiday club had to double because of the 
cost of basic ingredients.”

The summer holiday club caters for 
children aged from six to 11. It also runs 
a young leadership programme for 11-to-

17-year-olds, designed to help young 
people gain the skills and confidence 
needed to enter the world of work.

Family worker Molly Blewett has been 
helping to run the holiday clubs for the 
last nine years.

“Every year we’re at maximum capacity,” 
she says. “Each day gives children a 
chance to explore, learn and enjoy their 
summer holidays.”

The church team have been working for 
more than ten years on the holiday club 
initiative in partnership with St Mary’s 
Church of England School in Penzance.

“The number of children accessing 
this high quality provision has grown 

mirroring the need,” says headteacher 
Hilary Tyreman. “The holiday club ensures 
children can have a memorable summer 
break where they can explore, be curious 
and be fed. This provision is vital for the 
children’s and families’ wellbeing.”

This key practical support also involves 
an important spiritual dimension, 
according to Revd Sian Yates, team 
leader of the Penlee Cluster.

“Striving to see the face of Christ in all 
people is at the heart of our ethos and 
belief,” she says. “So we come alongside 
youngsters, especially in holiday periods, 
when there’s a need to live out the Gospel 
challenges.”
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MAKING SUMMER SPECIAL IN PENZANCE
Forty young people from Penzance and the surrounding area enjoyed a summer 
camp organised by a local group of churches including St Mary, St Paul and St 
John that form the Penlee Cluster of Churches during July.

SOCIAL ENTERPRISE ‘BODMIN WAY’ MARKS FIVE YEARS OF HELPING COMMUNITY
This month marks the fifth anniversary 
of the Bodmin Way, a social enterprise 
established in the town by Revd Paul 
Holley, Rector of the Bodmin Team 
Benefice, and formally registered with 
Companies House in July 2018.

“The model of a social enterprise was 
something that would bring a business 
discipline to what we had in mind,” Paul 
explains.

What they had in mind was an ambitious 
plan to help meet the needs of local 
people in areas where social services had 

fallen short. “I felt the demands of the 
town and its deprivation warranted such 
an initiative,” says Paul.

His aspirations to develop a major social 
action project in Bodmin had arisen from 
work he’d seen and been involved in 
elsewhere. He stresses that his ministry 
in Bodmin has depended upon a strong 
team of people that he’s been able to pull 
together.

“I’ve benefited from adopting an 
oversight model in that I’ve been able to 
draw ministers both lay and ordained into 

the life of the church,” he says. “There’s 
a very good level of participation in all 
of our churches. We’ve hugely benefited 
from our self-supporting priests, Readers 
and other lay ministers.”

“We have a structure in which I don’t 
have to be everywhere all the time,” he 
says. “If you ask church members and 
church officers what my favourite word 
is, I think they’d say ‘participation’. I 
believe everyone’s got a part to play.”

READ THE FULL STORY HERE

https://trurodiocese.org.uk/2023/07/five-years-of-the-bodmin-way/
http://www.trurodiocese.org.uk/mission/stewardship/parish-giving-scheme/


Our next Creation Care 
Network Gathering 
will be on Thursday, 
September 14 at 10am. 
During this session we will hear from 
Ann Hatton from The Ripple Effect (the 
new name for Send a Cow). You might 
find helpful some excellent resources for 
Harvest on The Ripple Effect website 
here.   

VIEW GAIA

Gaia, Luke Jerram’s spectacular touring 
artwork is coming to Truro Cathedral. 
Gaia measures seven metres in diameter, 

with detailed NASA imagery of the 
Earth’s surface and will suspended 
above the cathedral crossing.  View 
trurocathedral.org.uk/gaia for more 
information.

BECOME A CREATION CARE 
CHAMPION

If you care deeply for the environment 
and you long to see a re-flourishing of 
God’s very good creation, join us! We 
want to create a network that offers 
you and your parish a fruitful and 
sustainable path, with support and 
encouragement along the way.

To find out more or to become a CCC 
please click here.
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AUGUST 
3-6  Creationfest, Royal Cornwall 
Showground, Wadebridge. 

SEPTEMBER 
1-3  Flower Festival, St Breward 
Church.

MORE EVENTS HERE

WHAT’S ON

The next Creation Care Network 
gathering is on Thursday, September 14 
(10am). All are via the Zoom link.

+ CREATION CARE WEB PAGE 
+ REGISTER FOR THE KERNOW 
GREEN CHURCH AWARD 
+ BECOME A CREATION CARE 
CHAMPION   
+ SIGN UP TO RECEIVE CREATION 
CARE UPDATES 
+ CREATION CARE FACEBOOK 
GROUP

DIOCESAN PRAYER DIARY
The Diocese of Truro Prayer Diary helps 
us hold in our prayers the world wide 
Anglican Communion, bishops and their 
dioceses, parishes in our own diocese, 
those who minister both clergy and lay, 
and all who contribute to the life and 
witness of our churches.  

CREATION CARE NETWORK 
USEFUL LINKS

CREATION CARE NEWS

READ THE LATEST CREATION CARE NEWSLETTER HERE

REVD NICK 
WIDDOWS 
PENWITH 
RURAL DEAN
Revd Nick 
Widdows has 
been appointed 
Rural Dean to 
Penwith. Nick will 
continue to serve 
as Vicar of St Ives 
and Halsetown 
Benefice.

You can read more 
about Revd Nick 
here.

NEW 
RURAL 
DEAN

School governors required for Church of England schools. 
More information here.

https://rippleeffect.org/get-involved/community/churches/harvest/harvest-resources-sign-up/resources
https://www.trurocathedral.org.uk/gaia
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=KfPsSY5L8EGQLfrBdszWoJh49HaiZbxMn5R8uM_0XnBURU5BRTY4SU5FU0dOUjI3NVRMRkhCSVY2UC4u
https://trurodiocese.org.uk/events/
https://trurodiocese.org.uk/pilgrim-explorers/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYpceuhrj4pGdDP4IxQ4fvtxoqaoJtSOJUJ
https://trurodiocese.org.uk/resources/creation-care/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=KfPsSY5L8EGQLfrBdszWoJh49HaiZbxMn5R8uM_0XnBURTdNUDQxRzRBQkhJWTZNMFhRRFJURTA0Sy4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=KfPsSY5L8EGQLfrBdszWoJh49HaiZbxMn5R8uM_0XnBURTdNUDQxRzRBQkhJWTZNMFhRRFJURTA0Sy4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=KfPsSY5L8EGQLfrBdszWoJh49HaiZbxMn5R8uM_0XnBURU5BRTY4SU5FU0dOUjI3NVRMRkhCSVY2UC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=KfPsSY5L8EGQLfrBdszWoJh49HaiZbxMn5R8uM_0XnBURU5BRTY4SU5FU0dOUjI3NVRMRkhCSVY2UC4u
https://trurodiocese.us16.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=d4fbc78257d8f51844df7f14c&id=d0479e1c72
https://trurodiocese.us16.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=d4fbc78257d8f51844df7f14c&id=d0479e1c72
https://www.facebook.com/groups/539481324680548
https://www.facebook.com/groups/539481324680548
https://trurodiocese.org.uk/faith-life/prayer/
http://mailchi.mp/f50f1a1ab5d1/creation-care-network-newsletter-february-2023
https://trurodiocese.org.uk/2023/07/penwith-welcomes-new-rural-dean/
https://trurodiocese.org.uk/resources/education/school-governance/
http://www.trurodiocese.org.uk/mission/stewardship/parish-giving-scheme/
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