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SYNOD BACKS DIOCESAN PLAN
Members of Diocesan Synod have overwhelmingly 
shown their support for the Diocesan Plan for Change 
and Renewal.

Meeting at St Martin’s Church in 
Liskeard and online, members voted 42 
in favour, three against, no abstentions, 
to note the plan following a lively debate 
and a failed amendment motion.

An amendment by Vivian Hall, General 
Synod and Trigg Major deanery synod 
member, was proposed which sought to 
have the original motion dismissed until 
the plan had gone for a consultation 
process with every PCC.

What followed was a lively discussion 
with several deanery lay chairs speaking.

David Fieldsend, Lay Chair of Carnmath 
North Synod, said: “We feel that we 
have really made significant progress 
in trying to adapt the resources we 
have with the vision of getting fruitful 
and sustainable. And we, I, very much 
welcome this plan because it brings 
together what’s been proposed by all 
the deaneries and because it starts 
moving the money to where the plans 
of the deaneries are. I don’t think there 
would be a great purpose in asking 
people to consult again. There’s been 
a lot of engagement as part of the On 
The Way process. I think that we should 
note this report.”

Speaking next, Michael Rowe, Lay Chair 
of St Austell Deanery, said: “Throughout 
the whole On The Way process, one 
of the things that we realize is that 
communication is the biggest thing 
that we have to address. This plan is 
made up from all the deanery plans. 
As a synod member here we should be 

feeding this back to our deanery synods 
anyway and then, deanery synods 
should be reporting back to PCCs. So 
that communication channel is there 
and we must use it. And in that way, 
deaneries can get feedback from the 
PCCs and deaneries can feed it back 
to their DIT [Deanery Implementation] 
teams who can feed it back to the 
change and renewal team. So I agree we 
should vote against this amendment.”

Sarah Vinson, Lay Chair from Trigg 
Major Deanery, said: “I would agree 
with my colleagues in that we’ve been 
through a pretty traumatic couple of 
years or more. We have been consulted 
with until we can almost drop. And if 
my deanery is typical of others, then 
we’re always feeding stuff back from 
this synod to deanery synod for general 
synod and we’re accepting and feeding 
things back up. And I would encourage 
all deanery synods to behave like that.”

READ THE FULL REPORT HERE

FAMILY FAVOURITES  
IN ST AUSTELL
Located at the heart of St Austell, the 
Trinity Centre was once a pub and, next 
door, a block of flats. Two years ago, the 
neighbouring parish church began the 
process of converting the buildings into a 
café and community hub.

Today, it’s the base of operations for the 
church’s social outreach activities and 
plays a particularly important role in 
their work to support young people and 
families in the town.

In May, they launched a six-week course 
in parenting. They also run a popular 
toddlers group at the church itself, which 
attracts more than 50 children, parents 
and carers every Wednesday morning.

The pews have been put on castors so 
they can be pushed back to make space 
for the kids to play. 

“There’s playing, making, sticking and 
singing,” says Lesley Lawther, Trinity’s 
minister for communities and pastoral 
care. 

A group of around two dozen older kids, 
aged eight to 14, meets every other 
Wednesday evening at the church. 
There are crafts, board games and even 
a snooker table. One popular activity 
is when the team play dance videos 
for the kids to dance along to. They 
also sometimes run themed evenings. 
They’ve recently hosted ‘nerf wars’ and a 
silent disco.

“Most don’t come from churchgoing 
families,” Lesley says. “It’s not heavily 
evangelical. It’s about building 
relationships, creating a safe space 
where they can hang out with their 
friends and have a lot of fun. The kids 
say they love it.”

READ MORE HERE

https://trurodiocese.us16.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=d4fbc78257d8f51844df7f14c&id=d0479e1c72
https://trurodiocese.org.uk/2023/05/synod-offers-overwhelming-support-for-diocesan-plan-for-change-renewal/
https://trurodiocese.org.uk/2023/04/family-favourites/
http://www.trurodiocese.org.uk/mission/stewardship/parish-giving-scheme/
http://www.trurodiocese.org.uk/
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FORMER POLICE OFFICER 
JOINS SAFEGUARDING TEAM
The newest member of the Diocese of Truro’s 
Safeguarding team is Joanne Pomery, a former police 
officer. Jo joins the diocese after a career of 15 years 
with Devon and Cornwall Police.

Joanne has joined the team as the 
new Assistant Diocesan Safeguarding 
Officer and Safeguarding Officer at Truro 
Cathedral.

Jo was born in Middlesex, but grew 
up in Cornwall. She went to school in 
Wadebridge and then studied at Truro 
College. 

Jo joined the police in 2008. She  worked 
in the police response teams in Truro 
and St Austell, before moving into an 
investigative role, and then joining the 
domestic abuse investigation team. Her 
most recent position was as an offender 
manager in the management of serious, 
sexual and violent offenders, as part of 
the Public Protection Unit at Devon and 
Cornwall Police.

Jo’s job involved making unannounced 
home visits to monitor convicted sex 
offenders as part of the process of 
ensuring public safety.

When she saw her new role advertised, 
she was struck by how her police duties 
would prepare her for safeguarding 
responsibilities in the Church.

Her first priority, she stresses, is to 
safeguard vulnerable people and to focus 
on survivors, to make sure their voices 
are heard.

“Safeguarding can only be a positive 
thing for everyone,” she says. “It’s about 
supporting each other. We’re just working 
in the church to align ourselves with what 
the public sector and statutory agencies 
are doing. I’m very keen to allay any 
worries about that.”

READ THE FULL STORY HERE

Lee Moscato has been appointed as 
the new Interim Diocesan Director of 
Education (DDE) in the Diocese of Truro.

Lee will be joining the diocese on a 
12-month secondment from September 
1, 2023. Lee is not a stranger to the 
diocese. He is currently the headteacher 
of King Charles C of E School in 
Falmouth, is a member of Askel Veur 
and has spent time as a school-based 
lead supporting the education team at 
Church House in promoting the Church 
of England Vision for Education.

Diocesan Secretary Simon Cade said: 
“We are delighted that Lee will be joining 
us. We know Lee well as the head of King 
Charles School and as a ‘school-based 
lead’. This means that Lee brings his 
experience as school leader and head 
and the experience of supporting other 
schools and school leaders.”

READ THE FULL STORY HERE

INTERIM DIRECTOR OF 
EDUCATION ANNOUNCED

100 GATHER FOR MEET THE FUNDERS IN TRURO
More than 100 delegates converged 
upon Truro Methodist Church to attend 
a special event to bring together regional 
community organisations with charitable 
funding bodies. The day-long ‘Meet the 
Funders’ event was jointly organised by 
Transformation Cornwall and the Diocese 
of Truro.

It was the first time in four years that this 
annual event was held in person.

“It’s so great to be back in person for 
the first time since the pandemic,” said 
organiser Rebecca Evans. “It’s particularly 
important that we get together like this 
at a time when the cost-of-living crisis 
is having such a terrible impact on our 

communities and on us all.”

The event’s host the Reverend Mark 
Dunn-Wilson had opened the day by 
explaining that the purpose of the ‘Meet 
the Funders’ event was to “put people 
with ideas in touch with people with 
money”. 

“We are about transforming people’s 
lives, transforming communities, and 
creating opportunities for people to 
experience life in all its fullness,” Mark 
said.

Funders present included representatives 
of the National Lottery Community 
Fund, the Co-op Foundation, the Asda 

Foundation, the Cornwall Community 
Foundation, the Duchy Health Charity, 
the National Churches Trust, Cornwall 
Historic Churches Trust and Cornwall 
Council’s Shared Prosperity and 
Community Levelling-Up Funds.

READ THE FULL STORY HERE

https://trurodiocese.org.uk/2023/05/safeguarding-matters/
https://trurodiocese.org.uk/2023/05/interim-diocesan-director-of-education-announced/
https://trurodiocese.org.uk/2023/05/united-in-a-time-of-crisis/
http://www.trurodiocese.org.uk/mission/stewardship/parish-giving-scheme/


The Reverend Douglas Wren was licensed 
as priest in charge of Tregony and 
minister with oversight responsibilities 
for the Roseland peninsula at a ceremony 
conducted by the Bishop of St Germans 
at St Cuby’s Church in May.

Douglas was ordained as a deacon in 
1988. His first position was at St Mary’s 
in the Cheshire town of Nantwich. He 
served the second half of his curacy at 
the Church of St Philip and St James 
– known locally as “Pip & Jim’s” – at 
Chatham in Kent.

This was followed by his first 
incumbency, in a village called West 
Kingsdown. Then, still staying in Kent, 
he moved to the parish of Spledhurst, 
where he served as rector for more than 
two decades. In total he spent 32 years 
in the Diocese of Rochester, eventually 
being appointed Rural Dean for Tunbridge 
Wells.

Last summer, Douglas walked the 
Camino de Santiago pilgrimage route 
in Spain. He also visited a number of 
churches which were, in his words, doing 
church differently.

“I met a lot of people, spoke with them, 

listened to them – mainly listened.”

By the end of his sabbatical he was 
convinced of two things.

“The first was that the Gospel is still 
effective. People and communities can 
be – and are – changed by God’s love. 
The second thing was this: to connect 
with people nowadays – especially those 
people who describe themselves as 
spiritual but not religious – we have to do 
fresh things.

“That doesn’t mean abandoning all the 
things we’ve done in the past. We do all 
we can to make church-as-we-know-it 
express the Gospel to people. But we 

should also explore new ways of being 
Christian, of drawing people to Christ.”

Having found himself drawn to new kinds 
of Christian ministry, it was then that the 
possibility of coming to Cornwall came 
his way. He’d gone online and searched 
for opportunities involving pioneer 
ministry. The notice for the position in 
the Roseland peninsula had almost leapt 
out of the screen at him.

“I really want to encourage and facilitate 
the work of pioneer ministry,” he says. 
“That’s something that really excites me 
about this role.”

In addition to his service as vicar of St 
Cuby’s Church in Tregony, the scope 
of Douglas’s ministry now includes the 
communities of St Just, St Mawes, 
Gerrans, Portloe, Philleigh, Ruan 
Lanihorne and Veryan.

“It’s not about me doing everything, but 
about empowering, encouraging and 
supporting others in their ministry,” he 
explains. “My role is to ensure that every 
church in the Roseland is supported and 
confident, and has the most appropriate 
kind of local leadership.”
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PRIEST WILL ‘ENCOURAGE OTHERS IN MINISTRY’
... to connect with 
people nowadays 

– especially those people 
who describe themselves 
as spiritual but not 
religious – we have to do 
fresh things.

THE SOUL OF VILLAGE LIFE IN LANLIVERY
This spring, Bishop Philip 
visited the Church of 
St Brevita in the village 
of Lanlivery to see local 
parishioners’ work in action.

That work has included 
setting up a community 
library in the church itself 
and refurbishing the building 
to allow greater access and 
flexibility for community 
events. St Brevita’s has 
also developed a close 
working relationship with 
the neighbouring Red 
Moor School, a specialist 
school based in Lanlivery 

which supports children 
with social, emotional and 
communication difficulties.

The church has successfully 
collaborated with this 
relatively new facility 
on a range of social, 
creative, horticultural and 
environmental initiatives – 
from pancake day to festive 
services – from planting 
bulbs in the churchyard to the 
traditional annual dressing of 
St Brevita’s well – as well as 
hosting regular meetings of 
the school’s student council.

READ MORE HERE

The 2023 Parish Training 
Programme is now available.  
The FREE sessions coming up 
in June are: 
June 8 CMD: You Cannot Eat 
the View 
June 10 PCC Secretaries 
training 
June 15 Net Zero 2030: 

Applying for funding - a 
practical session 
June 15 Finance drop-in 
session 
May 16 Completing your 
parish return - drop-in for 
parishes

FIND OUT MORE HERE

PARISH TRAINING

https://trurodiocese.org.uk/2023/05/the-joys-of-spring/
https://bookwhen.com/trurodiocese#focus=ev-sutn-20230419110000
https://bookwhen.com/trurodiocese#focus=ev-sutn-20230419110000
https://bookwhen.com/trurodiocese#focus=ev-sutn-20230419110000
https://trurodiocese.org.uk/whats-on/parish-training-2023/
http://www.trurodiocese.org.uk/mission/stewardship/parish-giving-scheme/


Our next Creation Care Network 
Gathering will be on Thursday, 
June 8, 7pm - 9pm. This is a joint 
event with Exeter diocese and we 
are delighted to be welcoming Dr 
Bob Sluka from Arocha. Bob is the 
lead scientist from Arocha’s marine 
conservation programme in Florida 
and we are going to be talking all 
things ‘Ocean Ecology and Salty 
Theology’ - thats my phrase!
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JUNE 
 
1-3 Local artists of Ruan Parish art 
exhibition, Ruanlanihorne Church. 
8 World Ocean Day - a conversation 
about ocean ecology and salty theology,  
Zoom, 7pm - 9pm. register here.  
15  Applying for funding - a practical 
session, Online, 11am - 12.30pm. 
Register here.

MORE EVENTS HERE

WHAT’S ON

The next Creation Care Network 
gathering is on Thursday, June 8  (7pm). 
All are via the Zoom link.

+ CREATION CARE WEB PAGE 
+ REGISTER FOR THE KERNOW 
GREEN CHURCH AWARD 
+ BECOME A CREATION CARE 
CHAMPION   
+ SIGN UP TO RECEIVE CREATION 
CARE UPDATES 
+ CREATION CARE FACEBOOK 
GROUP

DIOCESAN PRAYER DIARY
The Diocese of Truro Prayer Diary helps 
us hold in our prayers the world wide 
Anglican Communion, bishops and their 
dioceses, parishes in our own diocese, 
those who minister both clergy and lay, 
and all who contribute to the life and 
witness of our churches.  

CREATION CARE NETWORK 
USEFUL LINKS

CREATION CARE NEWS

READ THE LATEST CREATION CARE NEWSLETTER HERE

The next Net Zero 2030 workshop 
takes place in June.

 
SESSION 4: FUNDING - A PRACTICAL 
SESSION

June 15, from 11am – 12.30pm

 
REGISTER YOUR ATTENDANCE HERE

Having explored the options for 
achieving Net Zero 2030 carbon in our 
buildings, it’s time to plan and fund 
our projects. In this session we will 
explore the types of funding available 
for energy efficiency and renewable 
and low carbon technologies and look 
at some top tips for making successful 
funding applications. 

NET ZERO 2030: CUT CARBON, CUT COSTS WORKSHOPS

Churches in the Diocese of Truro are 
being offered the chance to trial packs 
which are aimed at heating the people 
rather than the place.

The diocesan office has acquired sample 
packs which include heated gilets, 
rechargeable, re-useable hand warmers 
and heated cushions and pew pads. 
These packs will be available for churches 
to borrow as a short-term loan.

With the rise in the cost of living 
including energy costs, the need to 
achieve Net Zero 2030 and the desire to 
offer a ‘warm welcome’, it is hoped these 
packs will enable churches to reduce 
their heating costs without sending a 
chill through visitors.

Heated gilets are powered by portable 
USB battery packs which can be charged 
from a socket or computer and there 
are solar options available. The battery 
is then connected to the gilet by a USB 
cable in the jacket. Heated panels in the 
gilet warm up helping to keep the wearer 
warm. The batteries can provide 12 – 14 
hours of usage.

The handwarmers, cushions and pew 
pads work in much the same way.

All of these items are available from 
multiple sources online including Regatta 
and Amazon. Handwarmers start 
from £14 and gilets from around £30. 
Batteries start at around £11.

The Church of England’s Sustainability 
Council are already testing cushions 
and pew pads and it is hoped that they 
may be available via Parish Buying in the 
future.

The diocese is keen to hear from any 
churches already using these items 
and will be sharing feedback as to the 
usefulness of these products.

To find out more or book your trial, 
contact sue.thorold@truro.anglican.org

HEATING THE PEOPLE: TRIAL PACKS AVAILABLE

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMtd-upqz8qEtevEZH6bjcrNEo41FtxFoif#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_YrXF8IpwRpOwtiR60yoHUQ#/registration
https://trurodiocese.org.uk/events/
https://trurodiocese.org.uk/pilgrim-explorers/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYpceuhrj4pGdDP4IxQ4fvtxoqaoJtSOJUJ
https://trurodiocese.org.uk/resources/creation-care/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=KfPsSY5L8EGQLfrBdszWoJh49HaiZbxMn5R8uM_0XnBURTdNUDQxRzRBQkhJWTZNMFhRRFJURTA0Sy4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=KfPsSY5L8EGQLfrBdszWoJh49HaiZbxMn5R8uM_0XnBURTdNUDQxRzRBQkhJWTZNMFhRRFJURTA0Sy4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=KfPsSY5L8EGQLfrBdszWoJh49HaiZbxMn5R8uM_0XnBURU5BRTY4SU5FU0dOUjI3NVRMRkhCSVY2UC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=KfPsSY5L8EGQLfrBdszWoJh49HaiZbxMn5R8uM_0XnBURU5BRTY4SU5FU0dOUjI3NVRMRkhCSVY2UC4u
https://trurodiocese.us16.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=d4fbc78257d8f51844df7f14c&id=d0479e1c72
https://trurodiocese.us16.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=d4fbc78257d8f51844df7f14c&id=d0479e1c72
https://www.facebook.com/groups/539481324680548
https://www.facebook.com/groups/539481324680548
https://trurodiocese.org.uk/faith-life/prayer/
http://mailchi.mp/f50f1a1ab5d1/creation-care-network-newsletter-february-2023
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_YrXF8IpwRpOwtiR60yoHUQ#/registration
mailto:sue.thorold@truro.anglican.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SdTLOwq8YoA&t=5s
http://www.trurodiocese.org.uk/mission/stewardship/parish-giving-scheme/
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