
Grangemouth (incl Skinflats) Community Council 

Minutes of meeting of Grangemouth (incl Skinflats) Community Council 

Held within Community Education Unit, Abbots Road, Grangemouth 

On 16th November 2017. 

Chairperson C Cllr Agnes Mullen 

 

 

Present   Community Councillors, S Aitkenhead, J Balmain, D Higgins, L Linton, L McKay, M Milne, A Mullen, M 
Richards  

In Attendance   Councillors D Balfour, PC Mitchell from Police Scotland, A Leonard and K Bellew representing 
the RSPB and 8 members of general public  

Apologies C Cllrs W Inglis and K McIntosh and Cllr L Murtagh 

 

Chairperson A Mullen welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked those present for their attendance.  

 

Police Scotland Report (1 - 31/10/17)    Copies of the Police Scotland reports for September and October can 
be found as an Appendix to these minutes. 

PC Mitchell advised the meeting that vandalism was still an issue at Beancross Primary School. They have also 
been in attendance in Central Avenue to deal with speeding concerns. Officers have used hand held radars to 
catch the culprits. Falkirk Council have fitted speed tubes. 

C Cllr Richards was concerned about reports on social media that the driver of a blue van had been 
approaching school children in the area. PC Mitchell confirmed that Police Scotland were investigating. 

C Cllr Milne raised the issue of vehicles parking on double yellow lines and pavements. PC Mitchell confirmed 
that regulations regarding parking on double yellow lines would always be enforced and, when reported or 
observed, Police Scotland would ensure vehicles covering a large area of pavements would be moved on. 

 

Community Warden’s Report  The report for October was not submitted but the meeting was reminded that 
the Community Safety Wardens would be holding an Open Day from 10a.m. to 2p.m. at La Porte Precinct on 
30th November. 

 

RSPB Presentation Allison Leonard and Kate Bellew attended the meeting to provide information on the RSPB 
proposal for the Skinflats Reserve Managed Retreat. 

They explained that in 2009 a regulated tidal exchange was created to allow sea water to flood the area in 
order to encourage further inhabitation. They admitted that there been issues with the infrastructure, more 
specifically, the sluice issues and erosion of the sea wall which they’d endeavoured to repair. 

They now believed that the tidal exchange created was not functioning properly and want to create a 
managed realignment and breach. They believed that the current sea wall was sufficiently robust to combat 
the tides. 



C Cllr Mullen asked if they knew how much flooding there would be. The RSPB confirmed that this was 
dependent on the tide which can’t be controlled. Modelling exercises had led them to believe that there 
would be no issue but a couple of areas on the sea wall would require to be reinforced. 

C Cllr Milne asked if the plan worked against the Scottish Government flood defence improvements for 
Grangemouth. The RSPB explained that they believed the breach provided a flood defence and would not alter 
the Grangemouth flood defence. 

C Cllr Balmain pointed out that the sea wall, which was a secondary defence against flooding, now becomes a 
primary defence. The proposal is therefore removing a layer of defence. The RSPB confirmed that they had 
been discussing this with SEPA and Falkirk Council representatives. 

There were a number of concerns from residents of the area in attendance. Residents wondered if the 
modelling had taken into account the erosive tidal swirl in the Forth or the effects of Global Warming. The 
RSPB representatives stated that, as a result of modelling, their experts suggest there would be little impact. 

Residents felt that the proposals had a negative impact on the history of the area. The current sea wall dates 
back to the Middle Ages and the old stone bund is being replaced by a clay one. 

There was concern about the information provided by the RSPB. In 2009 they had used a 1 in 90 year flood 
scenario but were now quoting 1 in 200 years.  

This proposal would be the second in Scotland and residents felt that, as tides are unique, there was too little 
evidence to suggest it would be successful. 

C Cllr Milne was concerned about Insurance costs for residents. If the proposal is successful, the area would 
flood twice a day. Residents may therefore not be able to obtain Insurance. The RSPB did not believe that the 
flood risk would change. 

Residents were concerned that, in 2009, the RTE was considered to be the most conclusive way to create a 
Salt Marsh, now it appears that a breach is the answer. They were concerned that there had been three 
attempts to correct the initial work which has resulted in significant damage to the North Drain and the Public 
right of way being destroyed. 

Residents felt that the RSPB were continually misrepresenting the facts, discouraging people from using the 
right of way and not repairing the damage they’d already caused. 

The RSPB believed the Salt Marsh had been a success but not without issues. The proposal was for a 25m fully 
open breach and would be submitted to the Council by the end of January 2018. 

 

17/71 Minutes The minutes of the meeting held on 19th October 2017 were adopted on the motion of C Cllr 
Balmain and seconded by C Cllr Milne. 

 

17/72 Matters Arising    

SEPA Report C Cllr Richards has asked for an update and has been assured that a report will be available for 
the next meeting. 

17/55 Kersiebank Medical Practice C Cllr Richards advised that he had not yet received a report from NHS 
Forth Valley. 

Cllr Balfour advised that he’d had a meeting with the Practice Manager and was awaiting a summary of 
improvements made. The Practice now had a full complement of GPs. 

The Practice are currently conducting a Patient Survey and all responses should be posted in the box provided 
within the Medical Centre. C Cllr Balmain wondered if the survey would be sent to all patients. C Cllr Richards 
will check.  



17/63 La Scala C Cllr Aitkenhead informed the meeting that he had met with Pete Reid. As a result the owners 
were located and it was hoped that they could arrange a meeting in December. 

 

17/73 Correspondence  

17/67 Biomass Power Plant C Cllr Inglis received a letter from Theresa McInnes to advise him that Forth 
Energy holds planning consent for the development and, to date, the Scottish Government has not received an 
application for transfer of this consent. If an application was received, stakeholders would be consulted. 

 

17/74 Planning There was no report for the meeting 

 

17/75 Treasurer’s Report C Cllr Linton advised the meeting that Grangemouth Community Council had 
purchased a wreath for the Remembrance Sunday commemoration leaving funds to the value of £1,599.88. 

C Cllrs Mullen and McKay laid the wreath on behalf of the Community Council. C Cllr Richards expressed 
concern that civic heads had led the procession taking the place of Royal British Legion Scotland and members 
of the Services.  

 

17/76 Matters Raised by Public 

1. Dundas Centre C Cllr Aitkenhead said that members of the public were concerned as to the future of 
the Centre. Cllr Balfour explained that, during this budget process, all services were being reviewed. 

2. Charlotte Dundas Court C Cllr Milne was concerned by the state of the flooring and wondered if 
replacement would be covered by guarantee. Cllr Balfour will look into this. 

3. Central Avenue C Cllr Linton asked Cllr Balfour if there had been any progress regarding double yellow 
lines in Central Avenue. Residents were concerned about parking and speeding drivers given the lack 
of school crossing facilities. Cllr Balfour has raised this with the Roads Department but they’re 
unwilling to act as there is no legislation obliging them to do so. 

C Cllr Aitkenhead asked if signage, for example “20’s plenty”, may help. C Cllr Balmain reminded the 
meeting that these signs were advisory. 

C Cllr Milne suggested that members of the Community Council should visit the area to see how bad it 
is. 

 There being no further business the meeting was terminated.  

 

Following discussions, it was agreed that there would be a monthly meeting on Thursday 
21st December at 7p.m. 


