
Grangemouth (incl Skinflats) Community Council


Minutes of meeting of Grangemouth (incl Skinflats) Community Council


Held within Community Education Unit, Abbots Road, Grangemouth


On 21st March 2019


Present: 

Community Councillors W.Inglis (Chairing),  M.Richards, K.McIntosh, T.Brown, J.Miller, M.A.Milne,  
S.Aitkenhead, A. Mullen, (part meeting)


In Attendance:

N.Robb (Police Scotland), C.Walker (SEPA), P.Dixon (GHS Head Teacher), H.Ferguson & 

H.Parsons (GHS Captains), S. Mathew (MoP)


Apologies: 

CCllrs. L.McKay, D.Higgins, A.Gillies, Cllr A.Black, Cllr D.Balfour,


CClr W.Inglis chairing the meeting welcomed Grangemouth High School Captains Heather Fergu-
son and Hannah Parsons accompanied by Head teacher Paul Dixon to the meeting and invited 
Heather and Hannah to give a short presentation outlining their experiences in their roles as 
school captains and the process by which they became school captains. Heather and Hannah 
outlined the range of activities they undertake including working with and supporting local, Scot-
tish and National charities. Heather and Hannah along with house captains are heavily involved in 
the organisation and running of school events which they both acknowledge has been beneficial 
in terms of their confidence building. One such event being the Annual School Concert which is 
scheduled this year for the 12th of June. We are reliably informed that it is a must see show.


There followed a broad ranging discussion during which various associations between the school 
and other local organisations were highlighted.


CClr W.Inglis commented that there was a clear similarity between the roles the school captains 
play in terms of communicating the pupils views to others that matches that of the Community 
Council and its role within the community of informing and reacting to the views of the wider 
community. Perhaps with that experience behind them Heather and Hannah will consider joining 
the Community Council at some time in the future.


Police Scotland Report 1-28th February (1officer attending) A copy of the Police Scotland Re-
port for February can be found as an appendix to these minutes.


Q CClr T.Brown requested clarification on what was described as disorder


A PC Robb advised that shouting, swearing, threats of violence were typical examples


Q CClr T.Brown questioned the level of recorded youth disorder in relation to what is being re-
ported to him.


A PC Robb reminded colleagues that there has been discussion between senior PS officers and 
the CC with regard to this and that what is recorded reflects what is being reported to the Police.


There followed a short discussion around the perception of the issue and the reality. PC Robb did 
advise that PS had recently carried out supported activities in an effort to identify any specific 
problems. However there was no significant evidence to support a significant problem. The clear 
message that arises is that if an individual has a problem or a concern they “need” to report it not 
just have a moan on social media as this is not a source that is routinely monitored by the police.




Q CClr M.Richards requested feedback on an issue that had been raised at our February meeting 
in relation to recovery vehicles displaying Flashing Blue Lights.


A PC Robb undertook to look further into this and report back at our next meeting.


Q CClr M.Richards raised a question in relation to the long term parking of buses (non service) in 
bus stop lay bys. 


A Parking is now devolved to Falkirk Council the issue will need to be reported to and dealt with 
by Falkirk Council parking officers.


Community Safety TeamReport 1-28th February (no team members attending) A copy of the 
Community Safety Team Report for February can be found as an appendix to these minutes.


Dog Fouling enforcement is now being actioned with some folks reporting that the application is 
in some instances described as draconian. CClr W.Inglis commented that we have been chasing 
the CST to be a bit more proactive with regard to dog fouling enforcement action so we need to 
be mindful of that. Once the message gets out into the community things will settle down.


GHS head teacher noted that from the PS and CST reports youth related problems do not figure 
highly. He reflected that the youth of the community get a bad press.There followed a broad dis-
cussion around the disconnect between the age groups in the community and the differences be-
tween how each generation has been brought up. 


S.Mathew made the point that some of those within the community reporting youth concerns 
need perhaps to reflect on their own youthful behaviour.


  

SEPA Report Update for February has been submitted and circulated to colleagues. A copy of 
the report can be found as an appendix to these minutes.


C.Walker (SEPA) provided an update on the development of a Grangemouth Specific Page on the 
SEPA website that will soon go live. The page will identify all of the SEPA regulated sites within 
Grangemouth and their current regulatory status. There will also be a frequently asked questions 
section that may be useful.


CClr W.Inglis suggested that it would be beneficial to have a more obvious link from the main 
page of the site. Once it is established we need to publicise the facility.


CClr J.Miller asked if there was any intention to have a banner that would flag up ongoing inci-
dents. It was thought that this might be to some degree counterproductive as it might discourage 
people from reporting issues. And as is the case in other spheres reporting plays a big part in pro-
viding evidence of recurring problems.

 

C.Walker advised that SEPA has been meeting with Forth Ports to review work being undertaken 
to reduce incidents of odour emanating from the handling and storage of materials within the 
Port. 

Cala Chem are also progressing changes to their effluent treatment plant in an effort to reduce 
frequency of odour complaints.


Community Planning CClr W.inglis updated colleagues on recent changes of approach with re-
spect to the development of a community plan. A team of consultants operating under the name 
of ‘Community Links’ has been engaged by Falkirk Council to conduct a broad ranging consulta-
tion within the community to ascertain grassroots input that will direct the creation of a Communi-
ty Plan. It was felt that the current system was too Top Down in approach and as such was unlike-
ly to encourage community engagement in the process. A number of events are planned at vari-
ous locations within the community to garner feedback. It is also intended to directly engage with 
residents living in locations that are statistically designated as deprived.




It should be noted that the report from the consultation will be passed to Falkirk Council and the 
priorities will be identified. It has also been made clear that any funding to progress outcomes will 
not come from Falkirk Council Budgets so funds will need to be obtained from external funders.


19/14 Minutes the minutes of the meeting held on 21st February were adopted on the motion of 

CClr M-A Milne and seconded by CClr  J.Miller


19/15 Matters Arising  CClr M.Richards advised that he had attended a seminar in relation to 
Community Purchase of Council assets. It was concluded that this is a complex and involved is-
sue that requires demanding commitment. Clearly any organisation contemplating this approach 
needs to have a business plan and individuals with the relevant skill sets and an ability to sustain 
the project over time.


There followed a broad ranging discussion around communities taking over community assets 
and various local examples were mentioned where initial efforts by committed individuals had fal-
tered due the difficulties in obtaining information from current owners and operators.


CClr W.Inglis advised colleagues about a meeting that some colleagues had had with and organi-
sation operating in the Lower Braes community known as “Car 4U”. This is a volunteer group that 
provides transport for cancer sufferers to take them to various treatment centres. It is not sug-
gested that the Community Council would seek to provide and operate this service. However we 
have been asked to canvas within our community to determine if there are volunteers willing to 
establish a similar group within Grangemouth. It was agreed that we would publicise this proposal


19/16 Correspondence CClr M.Richards confirmed that all correspondence had been distributed 
to Community Councillors.


19/17 Planning CClr J.Miller advised that there had been no significant new planning applications 
during this reporting period. One decision worth noting was Falkirk Council refusal of an applica-
tion from Forth Ports to vary conditions in relation to the deemed planning permission to con-
struct and operate a Biomass Fuelled Power Plant within the Port.  


19/18 Treasurers Report The current balance of the CC account is £3556.85 with no invoices 
pending 

19/19 Matters raised by Members of the Public


CClr M-A Milne requested information from CClr T.Brown (representing FoZP) in relation to the 
long term plans for the Rose Garden in Zetland Park as there are concerns circulating within the 
community about the Rose Garden being described/designated as a community garden which 
some are concerned will open it up to a broader development. CClr T.Brown indicated that the 
Rose garden would be retained. There has been some discussion around involving volunteer 
members of the community in the maintenance of the garden and this may have contributed to 
the confusion around its future.


CClr M-A Milne also sought information on drainage issues within the Zetland Park. CClr T.Brown 
acknowledged that there are problems that are well recognised by the Regeneration group and 
efforts will be made to rectify the problems. It was also noted that in some instances particularly 
at some of the Park entrance points that the drainage problem is actually out-with the Park with 
the surface water migrating into the Park.


AOCB 

There being no further business the meeting was closed


The next public meeting of the Community Council will be held on 18th April at 7pm 




