
Grangemouth (incl Skinflats) Community Council 
Minutes of meeting of Grangemouth (incl Skinflats) Community Council 

Held within Community Education Unit, Abbots Road, Grangemouth 
20th June 2019 

Present:  Community Councillors A. Mullen, M.Richards, S.Aitkenhead, K.McIntosh, W.Inglis, 
A.Gillies, T.Brown,  

In Attendance:  A Gray (MoP), C.Walker, J.Zwitserlood, C.McGregor (SEPA) Leigh McGuirk (PS) 

Apologies: CCllrs. D.Higgins. M-A.Milne, Cllr Allyson Black. 

Police Scotland Report :  PC McGuirk spoke to the Police Scotland Report. A copy of the Police 
Scotland Report for May can be found as an appendix to these minutes. 

Follow up questions:  
Q. CClr. M.Richards raised a question in relation to the legality surrounding the use of a mobile 
phone when a person is riding a mobility scooter.   
A.PC McGuirk advised that it was an offence to use a mobile phone whilst riding a bicycle and 
whilst driving a motor vehicle. However she would need to make enquiries with road policing 
colleagues to clarify the situation as there is no licence associated with the use of a mobility 
scooter as the rider would be expected to be on pedestrian footpaths. 
Q. CClr A.Gillies sought clarification on how widely proposed additional support would be 
deployed to seek a reduction in youth related issues. 
A.PC Mc.Guirk indicated that PS were aware of two specific areas that youths were congregating 
ie Zetland Park and Inchyra Park. It was again emphasised that Police response was predicated on 
the need to report issues to them so that they could initially respond and long term identify 
problem areas. CClr. Gillies indicated that the CC have been encouraging residents to do exactly 
that via our social media page.  
Q. CClr. S.Aitkenhead queried wether the recent publicised drugs related arrest associated with 
the Zetland Park Pavilion had resulted in those who had been congregating at that location 
moving to other locations within the community. 
A. PC McGuirk had no evidence to suggest that there had been any change. 

Community Safety Team Report: No Team members were in attendance. A copy of the Community 
Safety Team Report for May 2019 can be found as an appendix to these minutes. 

19/34 SEPA Reports: C.Walker gave an update on recent SEPA activity within the community and 
updates on recent incidents, she also introduced her two colleagues who spoke about changes in 
the way that SEPA as an organisation will work in the future. Attention was also drawn to the 
recent addition to the SEPA website that has seen the inclusion of a “Grangemouth Hub”. This will 
enable the community to access a wide range of information in relation to the work that SEPA do 
with the local industry, it will also provide information on any ongoing environmental incidents 
related to the local industries. There are also opportunities to report concerns by a variety of 
methods. SEPA would welcome any feedback on how this facility is working or for improvements 
to it. 
A more detailed report on SEPA’s activities can be seen as an appendix to these minutes. 

Q. CClr M.Richards queried wether there is any likelihood that SEPA will seek to prosecute 
persistent offenders. CClr W.Inglis supported that view in relation to repeated problems from the 
effluent plant at Cala Chem. They seem to experience a whole range of issues that cause odour 
problems for the community and overtime they have come up with a variety of excuses ranging 
from receipt of waste that was incompatible with their plant and a plethora of engineering issues 
A.C.Walker undertook to report our concerns to the Technical Support Unit who oversee the 
regulation of the site. 



Q. As a followup to the information given about the internal restructuring within the SEPA 
organisation the question was asked what consideration will be given to establishing a permanent 
SEPA presence in Grangemouth. 
A. There are no plans to establish such a facility but reference was made to the closer working 
relationship established between Falkirk Council Environmental health and SEPA in the shape of 
shared office facilities at Abbotsford House. It was also pointed out that anyone with a complaint 
in relation to an environmental issue can request the attendance of a SEPA officer. 
Q CClr A.Gillies raised a query reference what happens to the funds accrued from fines applied by 
the courts in relation to breaches of environm ental regulations by organisations. 
A There followed a broad range discussion around the criteria that would justify a community 
compensation scheme arising from the variety of environmental impacts affecting the community.    

19/35 Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on 16th May 2019 were adopted on the motion of 
CClr K.McIntosh and seconded by CClr S.Aitkenhead 

19/36 Matters Arising CClr M.Richards requested an update regarding purchase of a trophy for 
Children’s Day Sports event raised as AOCB by CClr S.Aitkenhead at our meeting of 16th May. CClr 
S.Aitkenhead advises that he awaits a response from S.Matthew of the Children’s Day Committee. 

CClr S.Aitkenhead advises purchase of GCC incl Skinflats transportable banners has been 
completed. 

CClr W.Inglis advised that no further action had been taken with regard to recruiting volunteers 
to form a Grangemouth Specific patient transfer group due to lack of response from within the 
community. 

19/37 Correspondence CCllr Richards confirmed that all correspondence had been distributed to 
Community Councillors. 

19/38 Planning: CClr W.Inglis highlighted the application from Ineos to expand their current office  
facilities to include staff from their Fortes Pipeline operation. The key issue is likely to be the 
traffic impact associated with the additional staff entering and leaving the site combined with 
the ongoing process that could result in the closure of Bo’ness Road. 

19/39 Local Community Planning:  It was reported that a Housing Meeting had been scheduled for 
Friday 24 May.  CCllr M Milne and CCllr S Aitkenhead advised they would attend if possible. 

19/40 Treasurers Report:  CCllr K McIntosh reported that the cash balance of £4305.90. Our 
annual grant from Falkirk Council has been received and there are minor expenses outstanding. 

19/41 Matters raised by Members of the Public: CClr S.Aitkenhead raised concerns brought to his 
attention in relation to the community of Skinflats and the declining community facilities eg 
School, Community Hall, Access to public transport and other services.  
CC Convener A.Mullen undertook to write to Falkirk Council Chief Executive to express our 
concerns on behalf of the residents of Skinflats and to seek the long term plans for the 
community. 

CClr A.Gillies expressed concerns at the proposals coming forward for Grangemouth arising from 
our share of funding to address issues in town centres. Comparisons were made to what is 
proposed for Falkirk and Bo’ness town centres. The particular area of concern being the proposal 
to demolish under used premises. CClr W.Inglis reminded colleagues of the complex ownership 
aspect of the Town Centre premises. He also highlighted the pending report from the Community 
Links Survey that could potentially be a driver for significant change for the Town Centre. 



CClr W.Inglis sought clarification from colleagues on meetings that they had attended ie 

The multi-agency meeting to discuss and potentially resolve recurring youth related issues in the 
vicinity of the Zetland Park Pavillion. CClr T.Brown advised that outreach workers were going to 
be deployed to interact with the youths and seek to mitigate the impact of the numbers of youths 
gathering. 

Meeting with our MSP to discuss our concerns in relation to the Scottish Governments decision to 
grant Ineos planning permission that “could” lead to the closure of the Bo’ness Road. The 
feedback was from a community perspective was not satisfactory in that we were advised that a 
request to meet the Minister would not necessarily be granted as the Minister is not obliged to 
meet us to explain his decision. 

CClr M.Richards advised that he had attended a meeting with a group known as “For the Common 
Good” a charity that did work in relation to active travel. They have plans to utilise the old Royal 
Bank of Scotland premises to set up a community hub. The purpose of the meeting was to 
understand some of the communities needs and aspirations. 

CClr A.Gillies advised that he had been asked to map the existing cycle routes within and around 
the community to identify any blank spots. The purpose would be to form a continuous network 
of paths to link all areas and facilities within the town subject to obtaining funding. 

CClr M.Richards advised that he had attended a meeting in relation to public transport across the 
district. There was discussion around the possibility of extending Community bus services. 

CClr T.Brown raised concern around proposals that are beginning to emerge in relation to the 
removal of mature trees as part of the Grangemouth Flood Prevention scheme.  

CClr M.Richards requested that a vote of thanks be minuted to reflect the efforts of CClrs 
W.Inglis, A.Gillies and Mrs L.Gillies for their combined efforts in planting flowers in the Town 
centre. 

CClr M.Richards proposed that the CC stand down for a one month to allow colleagues to have a 
break. Following a discussion around pending issues and availability of colleagues the proposal 
was agreed. 

There being no further business the meeting was closed 
The next public meeting of the Community Council will be held on 15th August 2019 at 7pm


