
Grangemouth (incl Skinflats) Community Council 
Minutes of meeting of Grangemouth (incl Skinflats) Community Council 

Held within Community Education Unit, Abbots Road, Grangemouth 
15th August 2019 

Present:  Community Councillors A. Mullen, M.Richards, S.Aitkenhead, K.McIntosh, W.Inglis, 
A.Gillies, M-A.Milne, D.Higgins 

In Attendance: Leigh McGuirk (PS), P.McIntosh (PS), Cllr Allyson Black, Cllr Robert Spears, I.Gillies, 
(MoP), M.Kirkwood (MoP). 

Apologies: 

Police Scotland Report : PC McGuirk spoke to the Police Scotland Report. A copy of the Police 
Scotland Report for July can be found as an appendix to these minutes. PC McGuirk provided 
information in relation to signing up to Neighbourhood Watch (see attached leaflet). 

Follow up questions:  
Q CClr M.A.Milne sought any update on the incident in Inchyra park widely circulated on social 
media when an as yet unidentified individual was seen to kick a dog. 
A The individual has not yet been identified but PS continue to liaise with SSPCA who are the lead 
agency with enquiries ongoing. 

Q CClr S.Aitkenhead raised a concern in relation to scrambler bikes being driven in and around 
Inchyra Park causing damage to football pitches and negatively impacting on recent efforts to 
improve the park. He also raised concerns in relation to potentially dangerous car parking by 
individuals attending football games at Inchyra park. There was concern that this could inhibit 
access for emergency vehicles. Cllr R.Spears also raised similar concerns in relation to Dalgrain 
park 
A PC McGuirk noted the concerns and undertook to follow up and report back. 

Q CClr M.Richards sought clarification on the legal position with regard to vehicles parking on 
pedestrian footpaths. 
A PC McGuirk advised that if the vehicle is deemed to be causing an obstruction to the movement 
of prams, buggies disabled scooters etc. then action can be taken to have it removed. There was 
an extensive discussion around various aspects of this issue. As the law currently stands action 
can only be taken if a police officer observes a vehicle being driven onto or off a footpath. 

CClr W.Inglis asked if there had been a recent change to the law in Scotland with regard to the 
parking of vehicles on public footpaths as he had recently read of proposals to make this an 
offence. The issue of parking around local schools was raised and extensively discussed.  
Sgt P.McIntosh made the meeting aware of impending initiatives in conjunction with local schools 
to seek improvements. CClr W.Inglis made the point that given the geographic location of a 
significant number of the local schools and Nursery schools at Tinto drive taken in combination 
with installed traffic calming and the fact that this is a bus route that inconsiderate parking 
sooner or later is going to result in injury or worse to someone. He also highlighted that efforts in 
the past to utilise the parking available at Grangemouth Stadium and the provision of a manned 
crossing at Kersiebank Avenue had foundered on the rock of unwillingness of parents to use what 
was provided. CClr Inglis expressed the view that until some form of sustainable enforcement is 
put in place nothing will change and he proposed that all of the relevant authorities and agencies 
get their collective heads together to discuss and implement a solution before someone pays the 
price of ignoring the problem. 
A Sgt McIntosh and PC McGuirk agreed to take the issue back to their various empowered 
colleagues and develop a conversation to seek an outcome/campaign to effect change and it was 
agreed that they would feedback. 



Community Safety Team Report: No Team members were in attendance. No report has been 
submitted 

19/42 SEPA Reports: No attendees from SEPA and no report submitted. It was highlighted that 
there have been organisational changes within the SEPA and that these changes maybe the cause.  

There followed a wide ranging discussion around what is seen by some as a diminishing 
commitment by SEPA to engage with us as an organisation following the development of what is 
termed the “Grangemouth Hub” on the SEPA website. It was agreed that we would write to SEPA 
to express our concerns as a first step. Further to that efforts would be made to involve our 
community elected representatives in lobbying government ministers in light of the SG’s declared 
climate emergency, to ensure that our locality is treated in the same way as all others when it 
comes to mitigating the effects of industrial operations.  

Post meeting note: SEPA were contacted and an apology was received for what was an 
oversight by the new contact point. Future dates of meetings have been forwarded to SEPA 
to assist. 

19/43 Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on 20th June 2019 were adopted on the motion 
of CClr K.McIntosh and seconded by CClr S.Aitkenhead 

19/44 Matters Arising Cllr R.Spears queried if there had been any Community Safety team 
representation at the last meeting. Cllr A.Black reminded the meeting that the role of the 
wardens had been changed following FC budget changes and that the wardens involvement with 
ASB had been reduced and that they were now more involved with addressing issues arising from 
fly tipping, litter management and housing related issues. 

CClr S.Aitkenhead noted that a response had been received in relation to our concerns relating to 
Skinflats. All colleagues have been circulated with the response. 

CClr M.Richards sought clarification on any response from the Children’s Day Committee in 
relation to our offer to fund a Trophy. CClr S.Aitkenhead advised that he had not received any 
response. 

19/45 Correspondence CCllr Richards confirmed that all correspondence had been distributed to 
Community Councillors. 

Cllr A.Black updated the meeting on actions taken to identify the purpose and intent arising from 
the appearance of circa 5 telephone poles at Spey Court. Thus far all attempts too illicit a 
response from the advertised contact point have been fruitless. 

19/46 Planning NTR 

19/47 Treasurers Report: CClr K. McIntosh reported a cash balance of £4159.85p. The Community 
Council annual insurance has been paid (£117.60p). 

19/48 Matters raised by Members of the Public: Refer to previous item under 19/45 Spey Court. 

19/49 AOCB CClr M.Richards made reference to the departure of Emma Allardyce from her role a 
unit coordinator at the Community Education Unit. CClr M.Richards wished to place on record our 
appreciation for all the assistance that Emma had given us over an extended period and to wish 
her well for the future. Unanimously agreed. 

CClr W.Inglis advised that he and CClr D.Higgins had met with representatives of Coast 
Communications who are handling the community engagement on behalf of Earls Gate Energy who 
are seeking to establish a liaison group for local residents to be updated on a regular basis on the 
ongoing construction and future operation of the plant. 



The offer to be involved has been posted on local Social media pages and notices posted at 
various community establishments but thus far there have been no expressions of interest 
received.  

CClr S.Aitkenhead made colleagues aware of recent contacts he had had with organisations 
seeking to engage with the local community; 

Braveheart Walks (contactable via Kersiebank Community Unit) 
Paragon ( sponsoring advice on pet care and security also contactable via KCU) 

CClr S.Aitkenhead along with Cllr D.Balfour were also invited to judge the food produced by the 
kids at KCU. They are both now on diets. 

CClr M.Richards reminded colleagues that the Community Council AGM will be held on Thursday 
19th September 2019 at 6:45pm at the Community Education Unit  

There being no further business the meeting was closed 
The next public meeting of the Community Council will be held on 19th September 2019 at 7pm


