
Grangemouth (incl Skinflats) Community Council
Minutes of meeting of Grangemouth (incl Skinflats) Community Council

Held within Community Education Unit, Abbots Road, Grangemouth
17th October 2019

Present: Community Councillors A. Mullen, W.Inglis, M.Richards, K.MacIntosh 
S.Aitkenhead, D.Higgins, T.Brown 

In Attendance:  PC Black, P.McCaskill, A.Kennedy, A.McMaster (MoP)

Apologies:  M-A.Milne, L.McKay, A.Gillies, Cllrs A.Black and R.Spears

19/60:  Police Scotland Report : PC Black spoke to the Police Scotland Report. A copy of 
the Police Scotland Report for September can be found as an appendix to these minutes. 

Prior to questions PC Black requested that a copy of the meeting minutes be forwarded to 
the Local Policing team prior to the next meeting to ensure that all matters raised at the 
previous meeting requiring a response are responded to.

Follow up questions:
Q CClr T.Brown asked if the request made at our September meeting to have a senior PS 
officer attend to discuss the various issues raised had been progressed.
A PC Black advised that the local Inspector was currently on secondment in London but on 
his return dates could be arranged for a meeting. CClr M.Richards advised that he was in 
receipt of an email from the new Divisional Commander and it has been suggested that we 
invite him to a meeting. CClr W.Inglis commented that we have been down this road before 
and that the feedback received was essentially that there is little the police can do unless 
and until members of the community report issues in a manner that allows the police to act. 
CClr W.Inglis further commented that he felt that a better approach was to work more closely 
with the community team ie the boots on the ground as he felt that the senior police team 
were to some degree more focused on meeting the demands of the bureaucracy within 
which they are required to work. CClr W.Inglis commended the community team for their 
willingness to attend our regular monthly meetings (subject to any urgent calls to duty) and 
he felt that responses to issues raised was improving. He also commented that the 
community council itself could up its game by ensuring that a record of the meetings be 
copied to the community policing team to ensure appropriate follow up and continuity of 
response. 
PC Black advised that the new Divisional Commander had a particular interest in community 
policing. It was agreed after further discussion that an invitation to attend a Community 
Council Public meeting be made to the Divisional Commander. This was agreed, dates of 
meetings will be forwarded along with an invitation and a date set dependant on the 
Divisional Commanders availability. 

19/61:  Community Safety Team Report: No Team members were in attendance. A copy of 
the report submitted, which had been circulated to CClrs is attached.

CClr T.Brown noted that there were no mentions of youth disorder contained within the 
report. 
CClr S.Aikenhead explained that following changes within the council structure the wardens 
now work for housing and their focus is now limited to issues of fly tipping/litter/dog fouling 
and somewhat bizarrely anti social behaviour within a defined area of Zetland Park that falls 
under the management of Falkirk Council housing department.



19/62:  Report from SEPA: written reports have been received from SEPA and circulated to 
colleagues, copies are attached as an addendum to these minutes.

CClr W.Inglis highlighted recent concerns in relation to odour complaints in proximity to the 
Port. He advised that he has been in contact with SEPAs area manager and a meeting is to 
be arranged between SEPA/Falkirk Council Environmental Services/Community Council to 
seek a more coordinated and reactive response to these complaints. 
There was a wide ranging discussion with contributions from members of the public in 
attendance at the meeting. The significant point arising is that action is unlikely to be 
forthcoming urgently until we can persuade the community to be more forceful about the 
frequency of these events by complaining every time they experience the problem.

Phone: 

SEPA on 0800 80 70 60 or Falkirk Council Environmental Health on 01324 504950 

19/63: Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on 19th September 2019 were adopted on 
the motion of CClr T.Brown and seconded by CClr D.Higgins

19/64: Matters Arising There were no matters arising that were not covered elsewhere. 

19/65: Correspondence
CCllr Richards confirmed that all correspondence had been distributed to Community 
Councillors.

CClr M.Richards advised receipt of a thank you letter from Zetland Park Regeneration Group 
thanking the CC for its very generous donation that enabled them to reach their fundraising 
target of £5,500 to purchase and install a disabled friendly roundabout for the park. 

19/66: Planning 
CClr K.MacIntosh advised that she had resolved an issue whereby we had not been 
receiving the weekly planning list from the Falkirk Council.

It was noted that ownership of the former Indian Restaurant at La Porte Precinct had 
changed and that the new owners FB page was indicating proposals to create a Home of 
Multiple Occupancy. No planning application has so far been noted on the weekly list. 

A number of minor planning questions were posed by members of the public in attendance 
most were answered based on historic information known to CC members and experience of 
those previously involved in planning matters.

19/67: Treasurers Report:
Authorisation of Cheque for £300 to FoZP as referenced above proposed by CClr W.Inglis 
seconded CClr S.Aitkenhead
Authorisation to purchase Remembrance Day Wreath given to treasurer proposed by CClr 
M.Richards seconded CClr S.Aitkenhead.

19/68: Matters raised by Members of the Public: 
CClr S.Aitkenhead has progressed a request from a member of the public seeking to have 
the Saltire Flag flown from the Municipal Chambers on St Andrews Day. This request was 
passed on via elected members and has been granted. A further request had been made to 



have the Saltire Flag flown from the Municipal Chambers on a permanent basis. This 
request is currently awaiting a decision.

CClr D.Higgins raised a concern about the amount of pigeon droppings that are lying in and 
around York Arcade. It is thought that recent installation of deterrent measure to prevent 
birds roosting has simply moved the problem. CC Convener A.Mullen has undertaken to 
write to the elected members in an effort to initiate action to resolve the issue.

Ms A.McMaster (MoP) raised a concern about the irresponsible and potentially dangerous 
cycling in the Town Centre. CClr M.Richards advised that there are currently no local by laws 
that cover this so this is essentially a matter for the police to deal with (if seen).

There followed a fairly wide ranging discussion around various nuisance issues that are 
effectively irresponsible acts by members of the community. Clearly there are no easy 
answers albeit that the law on parking on pavements has recently changed which may go 
some way to effecting a change of mindset.

CClr S.Aitkenhead advised that he had met with members of the council’s CLD (Community 
Learning & Development) team and the police to discuss potential options for the provision 
of a Youth Hub. Previous efforts to establish what the youth of the community want has only 
managed to engage circa 30 young people which it was felt may not be wholly 
representative. So following his discussion with CLD he is going to seek funding to carry out 
a wider survey and he intends make this application via the Friends of Inchyra Park group.

19/69: AOCB.
CClr T.Brown suggested that on the back of the Community Links Report that the 
Community Council consider developing a vision of how Grangemouth should look going 
forward and that should form the basis of our future discussions with the Council. He also 
raised the prospect of developing a community fund to compensate the community for the 
burden of the industry it hosts on behalf of not only the wider Falkirk region but also Scotland 
at large in the same way as other communities have funds based on hosting wind farms.

CClr S.Aitkenhead made the point that the evidence was already contained within the 
Community Links report and that the aspirations of the community had been made clear. But 
still council based organisations continue to approach the community for opinions on how 
major community assets should be managed in the future. The community has expressed 
their view!! 

CClr W.Inglis expressed the view that the important issue was about getting the younger 
members of the community engaged in driving the changes they have identified forward. He 
also suggested that as far as this reporting process and the associated Growth Fund 
application that the council will be submitting to the Scottish and UK governments is 
concerned there needs to be an awareness that the CC is not a stakeholder and as such 
could be ignored. The CC represents a stakeholder that being that the community at large, 
and we need to be able to prove that anything we are saying is backed up by the community.  
Our evidence is contained within the Community Links report. It should also be noted that 
the Growth Fund is not a done deal and may be watered down or even turned down.

The whole concept of ‘Make Grangemouth Better’ will rely on the community playing its part 
as that is the only card we have to play.

Ms A.Kennedy (MoP) made a very salient community point when she expressed the view 
that “is it not about time that Falkirk Council paid more attention to the maintenance of their 



existing assets in stead of continually seeking to embrace new projects while relying on 
volunteer groups to preserve what already exists”?

Returning to the findings of the Community Links Report CClr W.Inglis highlighted a concern 
raised by the report writers that they were amazed that there are no active Tenants/
Residents groups active within the community of Grangemouth. CClr M.Richards advised 
that there is “one” and that is a Paragon Group. It was acknowledged however that these 
types of groups can make a significant impact by improving communication between tenants 
and residents as well as with the relevant landlord in an effort to overcome what are often 
local issues. CClr W.Inglis advised that prior to this meeting he had posted on the CCs 
Facebook page information directing residents to the content of the Community Links Report 
and to Falkirk Council’s website where information on how to establish a Tenants/Residents 
group is available. He also commented that Falkirk Council will financially support these 
groups to the tune of £300 per annum.

CC Convener A.Mullen reminded the meeting that the CC has plans in place to meet with 
the council’s head of housing and the leader of the council in the coming months where 
many of the concerns being raised can be discussed. 

CClr M.Richards requested responses from colleagues to emails he had distributed in 
relation to proposed visit to Syngenta and agenda items for the Ineos liaison group meeting.

There being no further business the meeting was closed
The next public meeting of the Community Council will be held on 21st November  

2019 at 7pm


