
Grangemouth (incl Skinflats) Community Council
Minutes of meeting of Grangemouth (incl Skinflats) Community Council

Held within Community Education Unit, Abbots Road, Grangemouth
21st November 2019

Present: Community Councillors, W.Inglis, M.Richards, K.McIntosh D.Higgins, T.Brown 
A.Gillies, 

In Attendance:  PC A. Black, PC D. MacKinnon, R.Cosgrove (MoP), M.Campbell (FCT)

Apologies:  A. Mullen, M-A.Milne,  S.Aitkenhead, 

19/70:  Police Scotland Report : 
PC Black spoke to the Police Scotland Report. A copy of the Police Scotland Report for 
October can be found as an appendix to these minutes. 

PC Black highlighted during the presentation of his report that the recording of motor vehicle 
offences over time has been mis reported. This came to light when it was realised that 
reporting of these offences is recorded in two discrete data bases. This situation arises from 
the fact that for some offences fixed penalty notices can be applied and these are recorded 
separately. The figures that we have been receiving would only take account of offences that 
were not covered by fixed penalty or if the offender had contested the fixed penalty offence.

PC Black also highlighted a new initiative to improve community engagement “Coffee with a 
Cop” first event to be held on 29th November at Beancross Community Hall.

PC Black also advised that PS will be in attendance at the opening of the Bike library in 
Zetland Park on 1st December to provide a bike marking service.

Follow up questions and answers:

Q. CClr M.Richards sought an update on a recent incident that had attracted a lot of 
attention in the Kingseat Ave location due to the extent of the emergency services in 
attendance. 
A. PC Black advised that there were aspects to the event that necessitated an all services 

approach to gain entry and to ensure the wellbeing of all those involved. 
Q. CClr M.Richards raised a concern in relation to vehicles speeding between the junctions 
at Kersiebank Ave/Oxgang road and Western Road.
A. PC Black undertook to have this location included in future monitoring by officers.
Q. A.Gillies made an observation that there is evidence to suggest that car drivers are using 
the car park at the rear of Grangemouth Stadium as a location to consume alcohol and 
indulge in drug taking.
A. PC Black indicated that there are regular patrols especially at weekends in an effort to 

curb this activity.
Q. CClr T.Brown sought clarification on when area commander Stuart was likely to attend a 
public meeting of GCC. 
A. CClr M.Richards advised that following our last meeting an invitation had been sent via 

email advising of our meeting schedule and subject to his availability he was welcome to 
attend.

PC Black wound up his report by highlighting an opportunity to comment on Police Scotland 
via the following online survey: www.scotland.police.uk/yourviewcounts 

http://www.scotland.police.uk/yourviewcounts


19/71:  Community Safety Team Report: 
No Team members were in attendance. No report submitted.

19/72:  Report from SEPA: written reports have been received from SEPA and circulated to 
colleagues, copies are attached as an addendum to these minutes.

SEPA on 0800 80 70 60 or Falkirk Council Environmental Health on 01324 504950 

19/72 Maureen Campbell head of Falkirk Community Trust gave a presentation on activities 
of the Trust and referenced two specific documents that are available on the Trusts website.

Our Future, Falkirk Community Trust, Business Strategy 2019-2024

Falkirk Community Trust, Annual Report, 2018-2019

There was a wide ranging discussion across a variety of local issues and facilities that 
proved enlightening and it has to be said not necessarily in a positive way.

19/73: Minutes: 
The minutes of the meeting held on 19th October 2019 were adopted on the motion of CClr 
K.McIntosh and seconded by CClr D.Higgins

19/74: Matters Arising 

CClr A.Gillies sought clarification on the date for the Syngenta Visit.
CClr K.McIntosh sought clarification on feedback from the Ineos liaison meeting. CClr 
M.Richards advised that CClr A.Mullen had taken notes and would be updating colleagues.
CClr. W.Inglis advised that CClr D.Higgins had attended the inaugural meeting of the Earls 
Gate Energy liaison group. CClr D.Higgins will circulate the minutes from that meeting to 
colleagues.
CClr T.Brown asked if a date had been agreed for the leader of the council to attend one of 
our meetings. It was recognised that given the current activity in relation to the General 
Election that this visit was unlikely to take place soon. It was agreed to try and arrange a 
meeting for early in the New Year.
CClr M.Richards advised that the question posed when we met with the Head of Housing in 
relation to the extent of consultations with respect to applications for Homes of Multiple 
Occupancy had not been answered. CClr M.Richards has subsequently contacted licensing 
and been advised that CCs are not routinely contacted in relation to such applications.
CClr W.Inglis advised colleagues that the developer who has been pursuing these types of 
development within the Town Centre has requested a meeting with the CC, that has still to 
be arranged. This is an issue that needs further discussion with the relevant authorities.

19/75: Correspondence
CCllr M.Richards confirmed that all correspondence had been distributed to Community 
Councillors.



19/76: Planning 
No significant matters have been noted

19/77 Community Planning
Nothing to report (post meeting note a one to one meeting has been arranged with 
Barry Sheridan)

19/78: Treasurers Report:

Balance following recent expenditure is £3829.85p

19/79: Matters raised by Members of the Public: 

Mr R.Cosgrove raised an issue in relation to non uplift of bins that had been tagged following 
the introduction of the Burgundy bins. There was also issues raised on the non response 
from the council phone lines when attempts have been made to contact the council to 
resolve the issue.

CClr W.Inglis undertook to contact the council to seek assistance to resolve the issue.
 
19/80: AOCB.

CClr A.Gillies made reference to noise complaints that have been reported previously as 
emanating from the Port (thought to be caused by container movements/handling). The 
matter had been referred to SEPA however they advise that these operations are not 
regulated by them but they have passed the enquiry onto Falkirk Council Environmental 
Services. CClr A.Gillies also advised that the Forth Ports operation may not be the source of 
the problem and highlighted a new operator handling containers at South Shore Road that 
may be the source. 

CClr K.McIntosh raised a concern brought to her by a constituent about the state of the 
drains in the Tinto Drive area specifically that they all seem to be blocked by weed growth. 
The same person has also been in contact with our MSP in relation to the persistent noise 
and recurring atmospheric pollution emanating from our industrial neighbours.

CClr D.Higgins raised concern about HGVs using Abbots Road, Kerse Road and Dundas 
Street to access Whyte & McKays (the Bond). There was also concern about the frequency 
of HGVs using Bo’ness Road in contravention of the 7.5 ton weight restriction. CClr W.Inglis 
made the point to colleagues that all routes that do not have a legislative supported 
restriction on them are valid routes despite local perceptions of what is and is not an agreed 
route. It was agreed that we would write to Police Scotland in relation to the Bo’ness Road 
concern.

CClr W.Inglis raised the need to ensure that our booking for venue access for our 2020 
meetings is submitted ASAP.

CClr W.Inglis raised a request on behalf of CClr S.Aitkenhead who wished to have the CC 
make an award to the First Bus driver who had been reported in the local press to have 
acted heroically in relation to a fire event at Kingseat Avenue. 

There was a broad discussion around the merits and otherwise of such a proposal and it 
was agreed that to avoid creating a precedent that could potentially be misconstrued or 



cause difficulties in the future in terms of deciding what types of actions would merit this type 
of response that we should simply acknowledge the actions taken by the individual.

It was unanimously agreed that we include in our meeting minute the following:

Grangemouth incl Skinflats Community Council on behalf of the community we 
represent acknowledges the selfless action taken by First bus employee Pamela 
McCluskey who by her actions to warn residents of a fire within their accommodation 
on the night of 5th November 2019 helped to prevent a serious incident and in so 
doing enabled local residents to avoid harm.

 

There being no further business the meeting was closed
The next public meeting of the Community Council will be held on 19th December 

2019 at 7pm


