
Grangemouth (incl Skinflats) Community Council 
Minutes of mee:ng of Grangemouth (incl Skinflats) Community Council 

Held within Community Educa:on Unit, Abbots Road, Grangemouth 
16th January 2020 

Present: Community Councillors, A. Mullen, W.Inglis, M.Richards, D.Higgins, T.Brown 
A.Gillies, M-A.Milne, S.Aikenhead, 

In ALendance:  PC A. Black, PS P.McIntosh, Clr.D.Balfour, S.Linton (Beancross Community 
Hall), MoPs: M.Bozza, A.Gray, C.Sneddon, S.Sneddon,

Apologies: K.McIntosh, Clr. A.Black

20/01:  Police Scotland Report: 
PC Black spoke to the Police Scotland Report. A copy of the Police Scotland Report for 
December can be found as an appendix to these minutes. 

PC Black wound up his report by highlighting an opportunity to comment on Police Scotland 
via the following online survey: www.scotland.police.uk/yourviewcounts 

Q raised by MoP with regard to youth disorder in Beancross area identifying specific 
incidences.
A PS McIntosh responded by updating those present about advice that had been given to 
contractors working in the area in relation to restricting access to scaffolding and misuse of 
building materials. He also encouraged those experiencing the problem to call 101 to report 
issues as this is the principal mechanism for recording events and highlighting the level of 
the problem that allows him to task officers for a response. Concern was raised about non 
response from PS to these events and the failure to follow up on reports.

Q CClr A.Gillies raised a concern on behalf of a non attending MoP who had been advised 
when calling 999 to seek assistance, after windows had been broken at her home leaving 
her and a juvenile in an unsecured property, that officers would attend asap. She was 
subsequently advised via a phone call the following day after having waited till 6am that 
whoever had advised her that officers would attend needed more training. She was then 
provided with a victims support number. 
A PS McIntosh undertook subject to the complainant being in agreement to share her details 
with him to enquire further into this event. PS McIntosh did highlight that calls to Police 
Scotland are handled by call handling teams and are not taken by officers on the ground.

Q CClr W.Inglis raised a query in relation to the submitted PS report specifically the report 
referenced issues across a wide geographical area within the community. He asked if this 
was a reflection of a wide issue of ASB or if the problem was moving from location to 
location.
A PC Black indicated that what the police have been doing is targeting locations in the early 
evenings where youths are attempting to obtain alcohol in an attempt to limit issues at later 
stages in the night. This has seen a significant reduction in the numbers of youths 
congregating in large groups and causing problems.This is an ongoing process. The other 
main focus in the Central Ave Beancross area where the problem appears to be one 
involving a younger age group. Work is being undertaken involving the schools based 
officers in an attempt to work with those involved to divert them from their current behaviour. 
PS McIntosh also advised that funding is being sought to facilitate the deployment of rapid 
deployment CCTV cameras.

http://www.scotland.police.uk/yourviewcounts


CClr M.A.Milne commented that it is important not to rely on social media as a means of 
reporting issues and that it is vital to continue to report issues by the established routes i.e. 
999 and 101.

There was a broad discussion around ways of diverting kids from their current behaviour by 
engaging them in organised activities.

PS McIntosh indicated that there were plans subject to funding to repeat a “coffee with a 
cop” event that had been well received at the Beancross Community Hall at other locations. 
CClr W.Inglis suggested that the funding could be provided by the Community Council.

M.Bozza asked question around police officer numbers and actions that could be taken by 
members of the public to gather evidence that would assist the police to successfully charge 
offenders.

PS McIntosh responded by advising that members of the public should not put themselves in 
harms way to obtain evidence however evidence from dash cams/mobile phone video and 
installed cctv systems could be beneficial to ongoing enquiries.

CClr A.Gillies expressed his thanks to the officers attending for their response to a report of 
an intruder in an elderly relatives house and for the followup whereby he was made aware of 
panic alarms that are highly effective deterrents.

CClr W.Inglis suggested that another good intervention to consider is the establishment of a 
neighbourhood watch group. This offers the opportunity to have multiple eyes on issues, 
establishes better communication between neighbours, creates a more secure and 
supported neighbourhood all of which can help to reduce anxiety arising from feeling 
isolated.

CClr. M.A.Milne expressed the view that despite the efforts of the Community Policing teams  
to address the issue of youth ASB their efforts can be to some degree frustrated by the 
demands placed on the available resources of the departments/agencies to which the 
offenders are referred.

20/02:  Community Safety Team Report: 
No Team members were in attendance. No report submitted.

20/03:  Report from SEPA: wri4en reports have been received from SEPA and circulated to 
colleagues, copies are a4ached as an addendum to these minutes. 

SEPA on 0800 80 70 60 or Falkirk Council Environmental Health on 01324 504950  

20/04: Minutes: 
The minutes of the meeting held on 21st November 2019 were adopted on the motion of 
CClr D.Higgins and seconded by CClr T.Brown

20/05: MaLers Arising 
No Matters raised

20/06: Correspondence 
CCllr M.Richards confirmed that all correspondence had been distributed to Community 
Councillors.



CClr W.Inglis made reference to a letter that had been received in relation to the proposed 
takeover of the GP practice at Kersiebank Medical Practice. This takeover has now been 
agreed. CClr W.Inglis also explained why there had not been any public consultation as part 
of this takeover. The reasons being: 
1. GP practices operate as a commercial operation and as such the tendering process is 

subject to the constraints of commercial sensitivity. 
2. If there had been any diminishing of the service or removal of a service then there would 

have been public involvement.

20/07: Planning 
CClr W.Inglis advised that our letter to planning in relation to a proposed House of Multiple 
Occupancy has been accepted as an objection. The planner has been in touch to advise 
that further complaints will be accepted for the next 14days.

CClr W.Inglis requested a decision from colleagues for us to become co petitioners on a 
petition to the Scottish Governments petitions committee being submitted by our colleagues 
at Bo’ness CC. The basis of the petition is to request that final decisions on planning matters 
referred to the Scottish Government should be made by an expanded Scottish Land Court, 
the rationale being that their decision as a judicial body would not be subject to legal 
challenge in the same way as a decision made by the incumbent planning minister.

Request Agreed 

20/08: Community Planning 
CClr W.Inglis advised that a Drop in Session is planned at the Town Hall on January 21st 
2pm-7pm to allow people to see what is proposed and to have a final say on the issues 
identified for action.

20/08: Treasurers Report:
Current Bank Balance £3825.85
Recent expenditure £30 for Remembrance Day Wreath

         £300 CC contribution to FoZP disabled access swing

20/09: MaLers raised by Members of the Public: 
CClr S.Aikenhead noted from media reports that Falkirk Council plan to reduce their use of 
weedkiller that has links to illness. CClr Aikenhead sought information on what alternatives 
will be put in place to manage weed control. Clr Balfour agreed to make an enquiry on this 
matter.

CClr M.A.Milne raised a question in relation to flooding within Zetland Park and expressing 
the hope that given the recent good news of Heritage Lottery funding to support 
developments within the park that something could be done to resolve this long standing 
issue. CClr T.Brown who represents FoZP on the CC advised that there was an element 
within the funding to address this issue.

M.Bozza requested information on the potential reinstatement of a Rail Station for 
Grangemouth. CClr W.Inglis referred colleagues to aspects of the Falkirk/Grangemouth 
Growth Deal (available on FC website) and the work done by MSP Angus MacDonald to 
ascertain the community view on this subject. There was a wide ranging discussion around 
the mechanisms that go into proving the case for a viable rail station and other related 
issues. CClr S.Aitkenhead made the point that in the absence of a rail station what were we 
going to get by way of improved transport links to Falkirk that would also provide 
environmental improvements



CClr W.Inglis did make the point that we as a CC have to ensure that the comments we 
make and the initiatives we undertake truly reflect the views of the community. It is 
concerning that responses to surveys and public information events are poorly attended.
Despite our best efforts via social media, website and meetings engagement by the general 
public is poor. A number of colleagues expressed the view that their contacts within the 
community expressed support for the CC.

CClr A.Gillies made the observation that the potential job growth within the Grangemouth 
area over the next 20years make it essential to consider a rail station.
 

20/10: AOCB.
C.Sneddon raised question of parking at the Stevenson Street end of Central Ave and its 
impact on bus services.

Colleagues were able to advise on previous attempts to resolve this issue and all of our 
efforts to address the problem without success. At the end of the day the unwillingness of 
drivers to park considerately is the root cause.

CClr A.Gillies raised a proposal for the Community Council to undertake a project to improve 
the grassed area between Kingseat Ave bridge and Burnbank Road. The idea would be to 
install seating, planting and have the bridge painted to enhance it. CClr A.Gillies was 
authorised to investigate funding options and report back.

There being no further business the meeting was closed

Next Meeting 

20th February 2020 


