
Please see below the SEPA update.
 
 
CalaChem:  We received six complaints regarding odours and noise in the locale 
originating from CalaChem during late April – mid May 2020 from the Glensburgh 
area. These were coincident with a vessel changeover and cleanout and increase in 
load at the effluent treatment plant.  SEPA has investigated each complaint and we 
will continue to follow up with the site to deliver further actions to reduce the likelihood 
of odour and noise impact and to continue to reduce emissions. In the current 
circumstances it was not possible to substantiate odours or noise as definitively from 
the CalaChem site.
 
Ineos Chemicals (ICGL):  Ineos Chemicals is preparing to flare off-spec ethylene 
which has entered the North West Ethylene Pipeline (NWEP) and needs to be 
removed before the pipeline can be used again. To minimise the amount of flaring that 
is necessary overall we have agreed that the off spec ethylene can be flared using a 
temporary flare at the Ineos Chemicals site.   The flaring will be at a low rate and we 
expect it to last for a few days.  We do not expect it to be intrusive but it may be 
visible, particularly at night because of the glow.  Impact assessments show that the 
flaring would not lead to air quality  or noise issues and we have set conditions that 
require the company to monitor impacts and prevent black smoke.  ICGL plans to 
issue a community statement and we will update the Grangemouth hub once we have 
a confirmed start date.
  
Petroineos:  The site is continuing to run at low throughput at the moment.  A low 
level of sulphur flaring due to the shutdown of a major unit continues. 
 
Ineos FPS:  The site has been operating as normal and all 3 trains are available 
which reduces the risk of prolonged noise from elevated flaring should a plant upset 
occur due the availability of Trains and ground flares at the present time.  The Kinneil 
Terminal are planning to delay the Train 3 turnaround to August 2020 but this is under 
review awaiting a final decision. This will delay improvements planned in 2020 and 
SEPA will be discussing this further with the company.
 
An individual long running complaint continues regarding an 
intermittent tonal noise but we have been unable to attribute 
this to a particular site during COVID-19 restrictions.

 
During the lockdown SEPA is in regular contact with the 
companies to keep up to date with any issues.



 
 
 


