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Avondale Energy from Waste Plant 

What are we proposing? 

Avondale Holdings Ltd are proposing to develop an Energy from Waste Facility (EfW) at Avondale 
Landfill Site in Falkirk. 

 
The proposed development seeks to ensure that Falkirk and the wider region has essential 
infrastructure to sustainably manage residual waste beyond the forthcoming ban on landfilling 
biodegradable waste from January 2021 (Waste (Scotland) Regulations 2012). The facility will 
contribute towards sustainable waste management, extracting the maximum value and use from 
waste and fostering energy savings in accordance with the principles of the circular economy.  

Where is it? 

The proposed development will be situated within the Avondale Operational Site boundary to the west 
of the present landfill void, on an area of land adjacent to the existing Energy Recovery Centre (ERC).  
The site is identified in the plan below. 

 
The development site has previously received a planning consent for a Pellet Production and CHP Plant 
(P/16/0223/FUL) which will not be built. 
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Why do we need it? 

The waste sector has undergone significant changes in recent years, changing the focus on how waste 
is produced, managed and disposed of, moving emphasis away from traditional waste management 
routes and causing a radical change towards a much more resource-based approach. 

The principles behind these changes include: 

The Waste Hierarchy: This is a priority order via which waste should be managed. 

 

 

 

 

Proximity and Self Sufficiency: The development of an integrated network of waste management 
facilities to process a local communities waste. 

Diversion of waste from landfill: The Waste (Scotland) Regulations 2012 have introduced a target to 
ban the landfilling of biodegradable municipal waste from January 2021 whilst recognising that the 
landfilling of some wastes will still be required. 

Increased recycling: A reduction in the level of waste going to landfill and to encourage people to 
recycle more.  

Circular economy package: Extracting the maximum value and use from all raw materials, products 
and waste, fostering energy savings and reducing greenhouse gases. 

Zero Waste: Guiding principles for the elimination of waste 

The proposed development seeks to ensure that materials disposed of within Falkirk and the wider 
region that cannot be recycled can be utilised to produce energy line with the above principles. 
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What will the facility do? 

The proposed plant will process up to 150,000t per year of your residual 'green bin' waste which will 
be diverted from landfill and turned into 7MW of useful energy.  

To do this, we propose to build an Energy from Waste (EfW) plant at our existing Avondale landfill site.  
Your waste will come to Avondale as it does today but instead of going into the landfill it will go to the 
new facility where it will undergo a mechanical process to remove inert contents such as glass and 
grits, together with any metals.  The material left will be used as a fuel and burnt in a highly controlled 
chamber to heat water to create steam to turn a turbine to make electricity, some of this steam can 
be diverted to be used directly for heat.    

 

 
Bottom ash and fly ash are by-products created in this process. Bottom ash falls out of the grate of the 
system whilst fly ash is created as part of the process for cleaning the gases produced so they are safe 
to emit from the chimney. Both ashes will be handled in the existing landfills at the Avondale site 
reducing the transport of material away from the site.  The result is your waste being managed locally, 
responsibly and in an efficient manner that reduces pollution and generates power. 

The facility will use the Best Available Techniques to control air pollution. It will be required to meet 
strict emission limits set out in the European Industrial Emissions Directive. Emissions will be 
monitored and controlled by SEPA who cannot issue a permit to operate if it has any significant air 
quality impacts and who have a strict enforcement procedure. 
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What will the plant look like? 

The development will comprise of a Plant Room which will contain two stationary power plants and 
associated stacks, a Reception Hall containing a shredder and mechanical separator, interconnecting 
mechanical conveyors, an access road and associated ancillary infrastructure. 

The design of the facility is still in progress however, the below diagrams serve to illustrate the 
proposed plant and its surrounding topography. 

 
When will it operate? 

Deliveries to the plant will be within the present site operating hours complying with existing 
arrangements. 

The actual process within the plant will operate 24 hours a day. 

 

The Planning Application 

The proposed development complies with national waste policy, offering Falkirk and surrounding 
Council’s the opportunity to move residual waste management up the waste hierarchy (recovering 
energy as a resource) in accordance with objectives set out in the Scottish Planning Policy and the Zero 
Waste Plan.  

At a local level, the Falkirk Local Development Plan (LDP) adopted in July 2015 and the emerging Falkirk 
Local Development Plan 2 (LDP2) programmed for adoption in July 2020 allocate Avondale as a 
Strategic Waste Site. These policy documents safeguard Strategic Waste Sites for sustainable waste 
management encouraging the co-location of waste facilities. The facility offers a ‘one site solution’ 
seeking to manage all inputs and outputs onsite without the need for additional traffic movements 
associated with waste inputs or residual outputs (such as ash). 

The planning application and supporting Environmental Impact Assessment will outline and assess the 
impacts on the proposed development on the site and its surroundings.  

Avondale Holdings Ltd are aiming to submit the planning application in October 2019.  
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What next? 

A public consultation event will be held on Thursday 19th September from 1.30pm until 7.30pm at; 

Greenpark Community Centre; 

Greenpark Drive 

Polmont 

Falkirk 

FK2 0PZ 

Following the consultation event, the development team will review feedback received and this will 
be fed into the design and planning application process. The comments raised will be responded to 
within the Pre-Application Consultation Report which will accompany the application. 

Contact Details 

We would like to hear the view of the local community before we submit the planning application, and 
your comments can be provided by one of the following methods: 

Send an email to sharon.queeney@enzygo.com 

Complete a questionnaire at the consultation event and return it in the box provided. 

Post the questionnaire (or letter outlining your queries or concerns) to Enzygo Ltd, The Byre, Tortworth 
Estate, Woodend Lane, Cromhall, GL12 8AA 
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