WEBINAR FOR THE HCC – RECYCLING IN HELENSBURGH
Thursday, 11 March 2021 / Irina Agostinelli

My contribution to this webinar is to speak about the importance of household waste
recycling in general, how it is currently handled in Helensburgh and why everyone’s
contribution is so important. The document below has been compiled as a source of
information for the residents of Helensburgh looking to contribute more to household
recycling.

What is Recycling?
Recycling is the process of converting waste materials into new materials and objects. The
recovery of energy from waste materials is often included in this concept. The recyclability of a
material depends on its ability to reacquire the properties it had in its virgin or original state.

Why should we recycle at all? Could not all waste be left together in one bin and
transported to the next incinerator to gain EfW (Energy from Waste)?
In 2017/18 32, 217 tonnes of waste were sent to landfill. That gave Argyll and Bute Council a
landfill tax bill of nearly £3m – around 75% of the total cost of landfilling our waste. The figure
has since risen as in 2020 there are more residents populating the area and the percentage of
recycling has not changed much.
Recyclable waste disposal charges are much lower than non-recyclable waste charges, so alone
for financial reasons there is a clear need to recycle as much as possible. The idea is that so
much recycling is taken care of by a county that the income from it balances or even surpasses
the cost of having it taken care of, but Argyll & Bute has work left to do on this.
Whilst households are encouraged to recycle, it is not a legal requirement. Scottish businesses
however, are legally obliged since 2012 by the corresponding waste regulations to split their
waste into recyclables and “black bin waste”. However, no checks are carried out and
misconduct is not prosecuted.

The council is paying ENVA, a resource recovery and waste management company near
Paisley to sort the majority of the household recycling collections into categories which of
course needs to be paid for, however the sale of the recycled articles to the contracted
companies generates income, so altogether it is a much cheaper way of waste disposal.

There are contracts in place with the following companies:
Steel Cans- Sims Group, Hartlepool (Scrap Metal Yard)
Aluminium Cans- Novelis UK, Warrington (Novelis UK Ltd specialized on collecting
Aluminium Cans is part of Novelis Inc, a subsidiary of Hindalco Industries Limited, an
industry leader in aluminium and copper as well as the metals flagship company of the Aditya
Birla Group, a multinational conglomerate based in Mumbai, India)
Plastics- Jayplas, Corby (Our PRF (Plastics Recovery Facility) has the capacity to process
80,000 tonnes per annum of mixed plastic bottles and plastic pots, tubs and trays. Using NIR
(Near Infra Red) optical sorting technology, material is segregated and baled by polymer type
and colour. This sorted material is then granulated, washed and pelletized. The main grades
processed through the plant are HDPE, PET, PP and PS. We collect predominantly from local
authorities, waste management companies and large national supermarket chains. Our
recycled raw materials are sold to recycling companies, extrusion companies, thermoformers
and injection moulders. Hot washed clear PET flake, Clear and coloured LDPE granules,
Natural HDPE bottles and Jazz (coloured) HDPE bottles, Jazz (coloured) PET bottles, HDPE,
PP, PS regrinds. The following recycled products are sold to retail, janitorial, healthcare,
industrial organisations and local authorities: clear/coloured refuse sacks, Bag for life, Printed
heavy duty retail bags, Draw bags. (More to plastic recycling later).
Glass- Viridor, Newhouse (Glass can be recycled indefinitely making it the real recycling
superhero and a circular economy champion.
Within 3 days, a recycled glass bottle or jar can be turned back into a new glass product.
Glass is very sustainable, due to the high demand for Furnace Ready Cullet in the UK, to make
new bottles and jars from recycled glass containers. They have two dedicated glass bottle
recycling facilities at Newhouse near Glasgow and Sheffield in Yorkshire.
These facilities have combined processing capacity of around 250,000 tonnes every year,
producing End of Waste, Furnace Ready Cullet to supply into the UK Circular Economy.
Viridor is capable of efficiently sorting the individual glass colours at their plant, so whilst this
contract is active, the traditional colour sorting bins dotted around the county are “out of
date”. Not all companies have such state of the art equipment.

Paper and Card- Smurfit Kappa, Birmingham (Smurfit Kappa is a FTSE 100 company and one
of the leading providers of paper-based packaging in the world, with operations in 23

European countries and 12 countries in the Americas. They manufacture a wide range of
papers mainly used for packaging purposes. The total global paper and board capacity is
approximately 7.6 million tonnes per annum. They design, manufacture and supply paperbased packaging to package, promote and protect our customers’ products. They manufacture
approximately 11.5 billion square metres of corrugated packaging and have key supply
positions in solidboard, folding carton and tube markets.

These materials are not sorted by ENVA but by the Argyll and Bute Council team:
Wood: Barr Environmental, Alexandria (clean waste timber, mixed MDF, chipboard and
finished wood for recycling into new materials and products._
WEEE (Electrical Waste)- Viridor Electrical- Perth” (Viridor Perth is one of the most
sophisticated Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE) plants in the UK, and
utilises the latest technology by benefitting from state-of-the-art technology.) Viridor has sold
its waste electrical and electronic equipment (WEEE) division to Scottish firm Shore
Recycling, on 30.10.20, which Viridor acquired in 2008. They operate also in Perth, for over 20
years.

Plastic recycling in Argyll & Bute

Due to unclear advice, a lot of “wrong” plastics are polluting the household recycling bins. Of
course plastic generally is recyclable, however sensible decisions have to be made at what cost
each plastic could be recycled and was it financially worth it, leaving an idealistic view of the
world aside for a moment.
Unfortunately the distributed Recycling Brochure leaves it unclear WHICH plastics are
currently recycled/with current contracts in place, it just states “Plastic bottles, plastic tubs
and pots, plastic trays and it confirms that “other types of plastic packaging”, plastic
bags and liners are not recycled.”
Now what EXACTLY does that mean?
Jayplas recycles PET (Nr. 1), LDPE (Nr 4), HDPE (Nr. 2), PP (Nr. 5) and PS (Nr. 6) ONLY. As
this is the only plastic recycling contract Argyll and Bute Council has currently in place, there
is simply no point of placing any other plastics into the blue bin. But which plastic is found
where?

The best way to find out is to check the description of the engraved or embossed triangle on
plastic waste. If the plastic has NO triangle please do NOT put it into the blue bin as it does
not fall into any of these categories, unfortunately many people are unaware of this and place
“wrong” plastics into the blue bins, which costs the recycling plant an enormous amount of
money to sort out manually, by hand, as it has to be returned into landfill. E.g. Plastic Nr. 3
(PVC), in principle it can certainly be recycled, but NOT currently in Argyll & Bute.
The seven types of plastic

Here is a general overview of what was recycled in Argyll & Bute in 2019, the most recent
available figures:

Argyll and Bute wide figures 2019 (figures in tonnes)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Food waste - 702
Garden waste - 3,008
Paper – 3,058
Cardboard – 1,769
Cans - 359
Plastics – 831
Scrap metal – 1,450
Textiles - 301
Glass – 3,084
WEEE – 1,004
Wood – 3,105
Rubble – 524
Tyres – 74
Batteries – 1
Furniture - 156

•
•
•
•

Oils - 6
CLO recovery - 7,425
EFW recovery – 813
Landfill - 29,487

Total tonnage – 57,157
Total recycled ,composted and recovered - 27,670 (48.4%)

Legal Aspects of Recycling:
The Scottish government has admitted defeat in its aim to ban biodegradable
municipal waste to landfill by 2021, announcing that the ban will be pushed back to 2025.
This comes amid concerns from local authorities and waste management companies that the
country is ill-prepared to meet the 2021 deadline, the delay has been blamed on the Covid
pandemic.
(Roseanna Cunningham was appointed Cabinet Secretary for Environment, Climate Change
and Land Reform in May 2016) She explained that the four-year extension would only be made
on the condition that local authorities and businesses commit to making progress, and that
the Scottish Landfill Tax will be used to provide an incentive for the transition away from
landfill.
She added: “I have agreed that full enforcement should be delayed until 2025 for both public
and private sectors managing wastes covered by the ban. This timescale is in line with the
broader advice provided by the Climate Change Committee on action needed to meet net zero
emissions targets.

“In relation to future delivery plans, I wish to reinforce the importance of reducing waste and
increasing recycling. These provide the best solutions in line with the waste hierarchy and will
reduce reliance on solutions further down the hierarchy, such as energy from waste.
Commenting on the ban’s extension, Adrian Bond, Programme Manager for Recycling at Zero
Waste Scotland, said: “Zero Waste Scotland believes that aligning the date of the ban with
other targets for waste prevention, food waste and recycling will provide greater focus to
implement policy and investment in services that will drive down the amount of waste being
landfilled.
“It is clear that a lot of work needs to be done and we will continue to support Scottish
councils to increase the quantity and quality of recycling and reduce waste. However, we need
to radically decrease the amount of waste generated in the first place and prioritise this over
recycling. The ban will provide opportunities for businesses, and consumers, to create the
conditions where waste is being reduced.”
Who are “Zero Waste Scotland”?

Funded by the Scottish Government and the European Regional Development Fund, the
service offers free advice and technical support, shares best practices and new technologies.
Supporting Scottish organisations to be more energy efficient and reduce their carbon
footprint will make a significant contribution addressing the climate emergency and helping
achieve Scottish Government’s strategic economic objectives as well as climate change, energy
efficiency and zero waste targets. Argyll & Bute Council has stated that they are willing to
actively work with “Zero Waste Scotland”. They have a facebook page where you can follow
their latest news and achievements: www.facebook.com/zerowastescotland

What happens to the waste that cannot be recycled or is turned away from Recycling
plants?
EfW (Energy from Waste through incineration) is viewed by the Scottish Government as being
critical to the transition away from landfill and sites at the heart of their Waste policy
alongside the Deposit return Scheme/the Circular Economy Act and Extended Producer
Responsibility.

SEPA(Scottish Environment Protection Agency) www.sepa.org.uk is the environmental
regulator in Scotland and therefore heavily involved with all waste management, incl.
incinerators.
And as always, where there is money involved, there is conflict. Incinerating has, for whatever
reason, been added as a renewable energy option but in the eyes of many, it has given the
actual process “too good a name”.

Plans to treble the amount of waste burnt in ten new incinerators across Scotland will prevent
the Scottish Government from meeting its recycling targets, campaigners are warning.

Companies are building or proposing waste incinerators in Glasgow, North Lanarkshire,
Dundee, Aberdeen and elsewhere. Together they could burn nearly two million tonnes of
waste a year. Friends of the Earth Scotland argues that a large proportion of household waste
could end up being burnt instead of recycled. Incineration is “spiralling out of control” and
will jeopardise government targets to boost recycling, it says.
The waste industry, however, insists that there is a “pressing need” for more incinerators to
burn waste that is not “economically recyclable”. It argues that there is “no inherent conflict”
between incineration and recycling.
There are currently five waste incinerators operating in Scotland with a combined capacity to
burn 788,000 tonnes of waste a year. They are
in Glasgow, Edinburgh, Dundee, Dunbar and Shetland.

For communities short on landfill space, “waste-to-energy” incineration sounds like a
bulletproof solution: Recycle all you can, and turn the rest into heat or electricity. But leaders
of the international zero-waste movement, which seeks to reuse all products and send nothing
to landfills or incinerators, say incineration falls short on the energy front and actually
encourages waste.
Many “zero wasters” — including groups such as Zero Waste Europe and the Global Alliance
for Incinerator Alternatives, or GAIA — have become ardent opponents of the technology,
contending that proponents have co-opted the carefully crafted zero-waste label by suggesting
that burning to produce energy isn’t actually wasting.
In Europe, where incineration capacity continues to grow despite already exceeding the trash
supply in some countries, the showdown goes beyond semantics to the heart of the meaning
of sustainability.While the world certainly has no shortage of it, trash is not renewable — not
in the way that sunlight, wind, and geothermal heat are. Producing goods from virgin, finite
resources requires energy — lots of it. Once the goods become trash, zero-waste advocates
say, burning them in an incinerator destroys those resources for good.
Incinerators can provide heat for municipal heating systems or steam for electricity,
recovering some of the energy used to produce their fuel. But even given the environmental
costs of recycling, which include transporting and processing the material, zero wasters
contend that it makes far more sense to recycle than to incinerate.
Scottish Charter for Household Recycling

The Scottish Government and CoSLA (= Convention of Scottish Local Authorities) have agreed
a Household Recycling Charter that aims to bring more consistency to recycling services. The
Charter and associated Code of Practice was agreed by COSLA Leaders on 28th November
2015.
However, only end 2020 has the council’s Environment, Development and Infrastructure
Committee finally endorsed Zero Waste Scotland’s Household Recycling Charter and its Code
of Practice and has signed Argyll & Bute up for it. Until now, since 2015 it was cited that the
council could not afford the additional commitment to recycling requested by the charter. The
national target for recycling within this charter is 70%, Argyll and Bute Council is currently
sitting at just under 50%.

Current Scottish Government Announcement re Waste Management:
We aim to make Scotland a zero waste society with a circular economy. This means
minimising the population's demand on primary resources and maximising the reuse,
recycling and recovery of resources, rather than treating them as waste.
We have ambitious targets for reducing waste and increasing recycling by 2025.
We have several ambitious targets for reducing waste and increasing recycling. By 2025, we
aim to:
•

reduce total waste arising in Scotland by 15% against 2011 levels

•

reduce food waste by 33% against 2013 levels

•

recycle 70% of remaining waste

•

send no more than 5% of remaining waste to landfill

We also aim to match the EU ambition for all plastic packaging to be economically recyclable
or reusable by 2030.
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