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Collect 

O God, who on this day taught the hearts of your faithful people by 

sending to them the light of your Holy Spirit: Grant us by the same 

Spirit to have a right judgment in all things, and evermore to rejoice 

in his holy comfort; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 

and ever.  

Amen. 

 

First New Testament reading 

Acts 2: 1-21 
 
When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together 
in one place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the 
rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were 
sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a 
tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them 
ability. 
 
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living 
in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was 
bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native 
language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not all 
these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each 
of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and 
residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 
Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to 
Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans 
and Arabs-- in our own languages we hear them speaking about 
God's deeds of power."  
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All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, "What does 
this mean?" But others sneered and said, "They are filled with new 
wine." 
 
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed 
them, "Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known 
to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you 
suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the morning. No, this is what 
was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
 
`In the last days it will be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, 
and your old men shall dream dreams. 
Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
and they shall prophesy. 
And I will show portents in the heaven above 
and signs on the earth below, 
blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
The sun shall be turned to darkness 
and the moon to blood, 
before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious day. 
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.' " 
 
  
Psalm 104:25-35, 37 
 
25 O Lord, how manifold are your works! * 
in wisdom you have made them all; 
the earth is full of your creatures. 
26 Yonder is the great and wide sea 
with its living things too many to number, * 
creatures both small and great. 
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27 There move the ships, 
and there is that Leviathan, * 
which you have made for the sport of it. 
28 All of them look to you * 
to give them their food in due season. 
29 You give it to them; they gather it; * 
you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 
30 You hide your face, and they are terrified; * 
you take away their breath, 
and they die and return to their dust. 
31 You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; * 
and so you renew the face of the earth. 
32 May the glory of the Lord endure for ever; * 
may the Lord rejoice in all his works. 
33 He looks at the earth and it trembles; * 
he touches the mountains and they smoke. 
34 I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; * 
I will praise my God while I have my being. 
35 May these words of mine please him; * 
I will rejoice in the Lord. 
 
37 Bless the Lord, O my soul. * 
Hallelujah! 
 
 
Second New Testament reading 
 
1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 
 
No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. Now there 
are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of 
services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but 
it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is 
given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. To one is 
given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the 
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utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith 
by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to 
another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another 
the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to 
another the interpretation of tongues. All these are activated by one 
and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the 
Spirit chooses. 
 
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the 
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with 
Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body-- Jews 
or Greeks, slaves or free-- and we were all made to drink of one 
Spirit. 
 
 
Gospel reading 
 
John 20:19-23 
 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the 
doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear 
of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 
Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to 
them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send 
you.”  
When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
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Reflection 

We all know what it’s like to wait for a gift. We may know what it is 

going to be, we may not; but we still get that sense of anticipation as 

we unwrap the parcel. Something we have been promised, we have 

been waiting for, is ours at last! 

At his ascension Jesus told the disciples to wait for the coming of the 

Holy Spirit. You might wonder how they felt as they waited. Unlike 

the last time Jesus left them, when they were in fear of the 

authorities, grief-stricken and thinking of returning to their previous 

lives, now they wait in the upper room and very practically get on 

with electing a replacement for Judas in their twelve….Matthias. 

When the awaited Spirit does arrive it certainly comes in great style. 

You couldn’t mistake it. Luke tells us in Acts 2 that there was a sound 

like the rush of violent wind, tongues of what looked like fire rested 

on the disciples, and they began to speak in other languages. The 

disciples go out into the streets and all who hear them hear their 

own language being spoken. Folk think they are drunk! I wonder if 

that was what they expected? 

In the writings of the New Testament there are examples given of 

the gifts of the Holy Spirit, many of which are quite dramatic. In 

today’s reading from 1 Corinthians 12 St Paul writes about the 

believers being one body with differing gifts, such as wisdom, 

knowledge, faith, healing, miracles, prophesy, speaking in different 

languages, and interpreting them. In Romans 12 he lists prophesy, 

ministering, teaching, exhortation, giving, giving aid, and being 

merciful. 
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All these showings of the gifts of the Holy Spirit continue in the 

church today and many are just as dramatic as in the days of the 

early church. 

However, none of us should feel in any way second class because 

these dramatic experiences, like prophesy and healing, have not 

happened to us. The Holy Spirit is within every believer, and that is 

the “ordinary” experience. To me the Holy Spirit is not like the icing 

on the cake, that extra special thing added on. It is the cake itself. 

In the service of baptism we describe the Holy Spirit as the one who 

gives life to the children of God. Like breathing ….. natural and vital.  

John’s version of the coming of the Holy Spirit which is today’s gospel 

reading, is quite unlike the account in Acts. It is the first appearance 

of the risen Jesus to his disciples. He greets them with the words 

“Peace be with you”, and shows them his hands and his side, almost 

as a proof. Then he commissions them to continue his work on earth, 

breathes on them and says “Receive the Holy Spirit”. As simple and 

as ordinary as breathing.  

In Hebrew the word for the Spirit of God is “ruach elohim”. The word 

“ruach” can be translated as “wind” and “breath of life”. From God’s 

spirit hovering over the waters of Genesis 1, there are almost 400 

uses of the word in the Old Testament. And wind, as we know, can 

be very varied. We even have the Beaufort Scale to identify its 

strength. Our experiences of the breath of God will vary, but one 

thing is certain; like the air we breathe, it is always there. Not an 

extra, but a basic. ….an extraordinary gift in every ordinary life.  The 

“beyond in the midst”, in the words of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, German 

pastor and theologian, who was executed for opposed the Nazi 

dictatorship. 
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“The beyond in the midst”; the extraordinariness of God being 

present in the ordinariness of the believer, as simply as the air we 

breathe. 

The gifts of the Spirit vary with each believer. Some may experience 

the dramatic ones, some the quieter ones, but each are gifts that 

should be used. St Paul encourages that in both 1 Corinthians 2 and 

Romans 12. We have the gift of God’s spirit like breath within us and 

that leads to something. We don’t just rest on knowing that we have 

the Holy Spirit, however we experience it; but we allow God’s Holy 

Spirit to make a difference in our lives and through us produce fruit.  

Jesus says “by their fruits you shall know them” when speaking of 

false prophets in Matthew 7. St Paul very obligingly gives us a list of 

the fruits of the Spirit to aim for. So in lockdown, Lent or whenever 

we take the opportunity to review our lives, our faith, and our living 

out of the gospel of Christ, this list of the fruits of the Spirit which 

breathes life into us is worth remembering. 

            “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control “ 

                                                                                   Galatians 5: 22 -23 

God bless you all 

Alison 

 

 

 

 

 



Sunday 31st May ………. Pentecost 

8 
 

Prayer for the Candle of Hope: 

Almighty God, by your Spirit, you brought order from chaos. By your 

brooding Spirit, hovering over the void, you spoke and there was … 

something rather than nothing. 

Create and recreate in and through us, we pray. 

Almighty God, by your Spirit, you equipped and gifted and led our 

ancestors to know you and to serve you and to glorify you. 

Continue to equip and enable us, we pray. 

And then, Almighty God, as promised by the prophets and as never 

before, you poured out your Spirit on these first believers – on men 

and women, on the old and the young; and they were transformed 

and made alive, as dry bones brought to life. 

Pour out your Spirit on us, we pray. 

Almighty God, in these turbulent and uncertain times, send us the 

Comforter, that we might know you to be near. Grant us your healing 

touch and help us to know the rest that comes from resting in you. 

For the loving touch of your Spirit, we pray. 

Almighty God, by what seemed as a rushing wind and as tongues of 

fire you brought your Church to life. Come to your Church now, we 

pray, that by the same Spirit we might be renewed and refreshed 

and remade and revived. 

Yes, Lord, grant us a fresh outpouring of your Spirit, we pray.  

And all our prayers we offer in the name of our Lord and Saviour, 

none other than Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 


