
The Candle of Hope for the Sunday after Ascension. 

In a joint message accompanying this week’s prayer, Scottish church leaders said: 

“At this present time, we are especially conscious of the need to protect and to be protected. 

Indeed, our collective awareness of the need to protect life and the lives of those whom we love has 

perhaps never been so heightened. In response to the threat posed by Covid 19, we seek to protect 

and shield those whom we care for most deeply. 

“In the Gospel of John (17: 1-11), Jesus prays for his disciples in anticipation of the time when he will 

no longer be with them. What is it that he prays for? Jesus asks the Father to ‘protect’ his friends. 

Whilst he was with them, Jesus protected and shielded the disciples and later in his prayer he prays 

for each one of us. The ascended Lord Jesus continues to pray for us and assures us that his presence 

will be renewed through the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 

We pray: 
 
Living God and gracious Father, 
Protect and shield us. 
Living God, protect and shield 
All whom we love, 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Living God, your Son now sits in your presence 
And shares in your glory and honour. 
We thank you for the promise 
That his presence shall be renewed for us, 
Through the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Living God, we thank you that Jesus prayed for us 
And that he continues to intercede for us. 
We thank you that he continues to pray 
For us and for our protection, 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Living God, we pray for the life of the world. 
We thank you for all those who, in these days, 
Strive to protect and shield us. 
Renew them in heart and soul, and mind and strength, 
Through the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Living God, renew us we pray and renew the life of the world. 
For you so loved the world that you gave your Son 
That we might share in the life of the world to come. 
Hear our prayer, now and always, 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
Amen. 


