
 1 

Scottish Episcopal Church 
 

A Season for Christian Life 
Living out our baptismal promises 

 
 

The College of Bishops and The Mission Board are supporting a Season for Christian Life, to begin 
on the Feast of the Baptism of Christ, 2023 (8 January 2023). The purpose of this is to offer to the 
church a season which would enliven Christian faith and life, with a broad base of entry points. 
The Season will not defined by one Christian Tradition, rather it has the potential to be of value 
and encouragement in every place.  
 
Baptismal Promises (Affirmation of Baptism) 
 
At baptisms and confirmations, after affirming their faith, candidates make the following 
promises, as their Commitment to Christian Life. 
 

N., as a disciple of Christ will you continue  
in the Apostles' teaching and fellowship,  
in the breaking of bread,  
and in the prayers?      With the help of God, I will.  

 
Will you proclaim the good news by word and deed,  
serving Christ in all people?    With the help of God, I will.  

 
Will you work for justice and peace,  
honouring God in all Creation?    With the help of God, I will.  

 
The president addresses the whole congregation  
 

This is the task of the Church.    This is our task;  
to live and work for the kingdom of God. 

 
 
In our liturgy we bring together two elements seen in the lives of the followers of Jesus. 
They are first of all disciples – called to be with Jesus and to learn from him. 
And they are apostles – sent out in service into God’s world. 
 
In scripture we see the repeating pattern of discipleship and apostleship, never one without the 
other. 
 
The baptismal liturgy holds discipleship and apostleship together. There is learning and prayer, so 
Christian formation. There is also proclamation and service, justice and peace, and the care of all 
creation. Together, all of these define Christian Life. 
 
We propose then a Season for Christian Life beginning on the Feast of the Baptism of Christ in 
2023. (8 January 2023) 
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How long should the Season last? Well to embed changes in priorities, and for us to learn new 
habits, maybe five years. 
 
It is hoped that the Season will be preceded by a Provincial Conference (residential) in late 2022, 
to prepare and resource key diocesan leaders for the season to come. Further (focussed) 
conferences might follow, again provincial to share passion and learning, expertise and good 
practice. 
 
Liturgy and the pattern of the year 
 
There are various possibilities for using our liturgy to remind the People of God of their baptismal 
promises. Alongside every baptism and confirmation, there are regular festivals – Baptism of 
Christ, Easter, Pentecost. The purpose of repeated return to the promises we have made would be 
more than a reminder. In and through our baptism we discover ourselves to be God’s beloved, and 
we experience again a renewal by the Holy Spirit.  
 
Through this Season Bishops will play a key role through their teaching ministry, not least at 
confirmations and baptisms, supported by priests, deacons and Lay-readers. 
 
Roles and Responsibilities, Steering Group, and consultants 
 
The College want to provide a good an enthusiastic lead – provincially and in the dioceses. 
 
The Board of Mission has a significant resourcing role to play. There will, no doubt, be many 
aspects to this – ‘discipleship’, children and youth, neuro-diverse options, local mission, church in 
society, climate change.  
 
This Provincial initiative will require a steering group. As well as planning the Season, it would plan 
the launch conference. Provincial costs would be part of the Board of Mission budget.  
 
The steering group would be led by the Bishop of A&O, plus (say) five others, chosen for expertise, 
rather than as representatives. They should have a good sense of what our churches are like. 
Others could serve as ‘consultants’, who are asked for papers, information, or to attend as 
required.  
 
Responses in Dioceses and Charges 
 
We would hope that every diocese and charge might set its own agenda for involvement in the 
Season. Some might begin with ‘discipleship’, others with making Jesus known, others with 
practical service or climate change issues.  
 
Dioceses will need to consider what funds should be allocated in their budgets to support 
activities.  
 
The purpose would be to encourage diversity, which matches the diversity of people and 
enthusiasms, but seen as part of whole church expression of the breadth of Christian Life. 


