
MINUTES OF THE FIRST JOINT NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING STEERING GROUP HELD ON 
THURSDAY 1 JUNE, 2017 AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, THORNTON 
 
Present: 
 
Mr Russell George (Chairman)(In the Chair) 
Mr Ian Briggs (Vice-Chairman) 
Mrs Sandra Callis (Bagworth) 
Mrs Mary Briggs (Stanton under Bardon) 
Mr Jason Brown (Bagworth) 
Mr Bernard West (Stanton under Bardon) 
Ms Gemma Whittingham (Thornton) 
Mr Steve Brewin (Stanton under Bardon) 
Mr Martin Holt (Thornton) 
 
Mr John Preston and Ms Jhanvi Shukla, Rural Community Council 
 
Apologies for Absence were received from Mr Kevin Underdown, Mr Jeff Wileman and Mr 
Regis Auckland. 
 
Eight members of the public were also in attendance 
 

 
 

1/2017-18 The Chairman welcomed attendees to the first steering group meeting.  Members of the 
Steering Group introduced themselves. 
 

2/2017-18 PRESENTATION BY RURAL COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 
Mr John Preston, of the RCC gave a presentation to the meeting on supporting 
communities in order to achieve the implementation of a Neighbourhood Plan.  RCC, a 
registered charity, have been appointed by Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council to give 
this support free of charge to parishes.  RCC will provide assistance in the:- 
 
 filling of skills gaps  
 obtaining and claiming funding 
 implementing marketing and communication plans from the inception of a Steering 
  Group through to acceptance of a Plan 
 involving stakeholders and statutory bodies 
 the provision of templates for presentations, drop-in events, questionnaires 
 the acquisition of planning advisors 
 will act as an independent facilitator and sounding board 
 will assist in evidence gathering (eg census information) 
 
In response to questions, he was of the opinion that a Plan could be formed and 
implemented within the £9,000 grant available through the organisation “Locality”.  Some 
groups apply to the Lottery Fund and some obtain funds from their Parish Councils.  Should 
a group require additional funding, such as for allocating sites for development, then a 
further £6,000 could be made available. 
 
The Steering Group needed to write to RCC to appoint them. 



 
Mr Briggs informed the meeting that a colleague, who is a former Chief Planning Officer 
and Inspector, has indicated that when the Group requires the advice of a qualified 
planner, he would be willing to introduce us to suitable candidates, hopefully at a 
preferential rate. 
 

3/2017-18 TERMS OF REFERENCE 
 
The draft Terms of Reference have been circulated to members of the Steering Group prior 
to the meeting.  It was Proposed by Mr Briggs, Seconded by Ms Whittingham and 
 
RESOLVED:  That the Terms of Reference be adopted. 
 

4/2017-18 NAME OF STEERING GROUP 
 
It was agreed that the current working title was cumbersome but a name was needed to 
reflect the combined parishes.  After debate, it was Proposed by Mr Brewin, Seconded by 
Mrs Callis and  
 
RESOLVED:  That the name “Minerals and Water Neighbourhood Plan” be adopted. 
 

5/2017-18 REVIEW OF NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING AREA AND FORMAT OF SUBMISSION 
STATEMENT 
 
It was Proposed by Mrs Callis, Seconded by Mr Brown that the planning area should be the 
combined two parishes. 
 
Mr Briggs had drafted a submission statement as it had applied to Stanton under Bardon.  
It was 
 
RESOLVED:  
 
(i) That the planning area should be the combined two parish boundaries 
(ii) That subject to revision to include the Parish of Bagworth and Thornton, the 
submission statement be accepted and despatched to Hinckley and Bosworth Borough 
Council. 
 

6/2017-18 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Communications 
 
It was agreed that communication would be a key factor.  Discussion took place on the 
most effective areas and the responsibility for setting up and updating material. 
 
It was RESOLVED as follows: 
 
(a) The Herald Mr Briggs would write an article for The Herald.  As the date for 
submission of articles was 3 June, he would circulate a draft to the Group the next day for 
comment. 
 
 



(b) Notice Boards Mr Brewin would put up notices in Stanton under Bardon.  Ann 
Murray would undertake those for Bagworth and Thornton 
 
(c) Ms Whittingham and Mr Brown would undertake Facebook and setting up an Email 
account 
 
(d) Mrs Briggs would set up a website with Spanglefish at no cost to the Group. 
 
(e) Mr George and Mr Regis Auckland to write an article/or participate in an interview 
with Leicester Mercury, Coalville Times and Hinckley Times in July 
 
A member of the public also suggested writing to local groups, such as WI, to inform them 
of the Neighbourhood Plans.  This to be further investigated. 
 

7/2017-18 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
Subject to availability of the Hall, the next meeting to be held on 6th July commencing at 
7.00pm at the Village Hall, St John Cole Crescent, Stanton under Bardon LE67 9AE. 
 
It was agreed that at the next meeting, a schedule of future meetings would be set. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 8.47pm 

 
 


