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MINUTES OF THE THIRD JOINT NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING STEERING GROUP HELD ON 
THURSDAY 11th SEPTEMBER, 2017 AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, BAGWORTH 
 
Present: 
 
Mr Russell George (Chairman)(In the Chair) 
Mr Ian Briggs (Vice-Chairman) 
Mrs Mary Briggs (Stanton under Bardon) 
Mrs Sandra Callis (Bagworth 
Ms Gemma Whittingham (Thornton) 
Mr Steve Brewin (Stanton under Bardon) 
Mr Bernard West (Stanton under Bardon 
Mr M Holt (Thornton) 
Mr Jason Brown (Bagworth) 
 
Apologies for Absence were received from Mr Regis Auckland (Bagworth), Matt 
Whittingham (Bagworth), Helen Crouch (Bagworth) and Colin Harris (Thornton resident) 
 
One member of the public was also in attendance 
 

 
 

20/2017-18 The Chairman welcomed attendees to the third steering group meeting.   
 

21/2017-18 MIDLANDS RURAL HOUSING 
 
The Chairman welcomed Miles King, Rural Partnership Officer, of Midlands Rural Housing.  
The organisation have carried out a housing needs survey in Thornton and Bagworth and 
would shortly be undertaking a similar survey in Stanton-under-Bardon.  He produced a 
copy of the survey findings to Mr George.  A copy would be sent shortly to the Parish 
Council. 
 
The information elicited from the survey gives an insight into the housing needs of the 
parish and would form vital housing data for the Neighbourhood Plan.   
 
Mr King was thanked for his attendance. 
 

22/2017-18 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 6 JULY 2017 
 
It was proposed by Mr Briggs, seconded by Ms Whittingham and 
 
RESOLVED:  That the minutes of the previous meeting be approved. 
 

23/2017-18 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
 
(a) Mrs Briggs reported that due to difficulties in setting up the bank account, Mr 
Auckland had withdrawn from acting as a signatory.  With the consent of the Group, and 
bearing in mind the ongoing difficulties in setting up an account, Mrs Briggs proposed that 
only three signatories be created at the present time and that Mr Holt be added as a 
further signatory to the account in due course.  This request was agreed. 
 

24/2017-18 STEERING GROUP MEMBERSHIP 
 
The following was elected to the Steering Group: 
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Mr Geoff Whiteman 
 

25/2017-18 DESIGNATED AREA UPDATE 
 
Mr Briggs reported on issues raised by HBBC on the Designated Area.  HBBC had objected 
to the name of “Minerals and Water” as this had meaning in planning terms and could be 
confused with “Minerals and Waste”.  In the circumstances and to avoid delay, it had been 
decided to revert to the title of “Bagworth, Thornton and Stanton-under-Bardon 
Neighbourhood Plan”.  He further reported that, as there were two parishes forming the 
Designated Area, one parish had to be the lead.  In the circumstances and as the smaller 
parish, the Chairman of Stanton under Bardon had written to HBBC agreeing that Bagworth 
and Thornton should be the lead parish.  This is purely an administrative requirement.  
 
The public notice for comment had a further seven days to run. 
 

26/2017-18 FOCUS GROUPS 
 
There was an urgent need for members of the Focus Groups to meet prior to the 
community Drop-Ins in order that they are a purposeful day.  There is a need for each 
Focus Group to elect a Chair, hold a brain storming session to decide upon the type of 
information needed to be drawn from the Drop-Ins.  These Drop Ins were the first 
opportunity for the Groups to meet the public to obtain their ideas and feelings.  There 
needed to be a list of subjects and questions which would be put to the visitors and key 
items which the Focus Group would cover. 
 
Mr Briggs reported that Mr Underdown had resigned from the Steering Group and, as a 
consequence, a member was required for the Business and Retail Group. 
 
It was emphasised that all needed to be involved and each Focus Group should look to 
meet at least once each month. 
 
Additional membership of the Focus Group were agreed and the final groups are as 
follows: - 
 
Transport and Accessibility 
Ian Briggs, Regis Auckland, Colin Harris 
 
Education and Leisure 
Gemma Whittingham, Jason Brown, Matt Whittingham, Bernie West 
 
Environmental and Countryside 
Steve Brewin, Rachel Howden and Eileen Johnson, Martin Holt, Geoff Whiteman 
 
Business and Retail 
Helen Crouch and Sandra Callis 
 
Mr Regis Auckland and Mrs Mary Briggs would act as reserves and would slot in as needed. 
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27/2017-18 BANK ACCOUNT 

 
Mrs Briggs reported that the attempt to open a bank account had been, as expected, a 
nightmare.  Hopefully the account would be open within the next week or so 
 

28/2017-18 FINANCE PROPORTIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 
 
It was considered prudent that an early agreement on the proportional division of 
expenditure should be agreed upon prior to expenses being incurred.  The following 
division was proposed:- 
 
Where an expense was common to both parishes, eg Stationery, advertising, planning 
consultant, stakeholder meetings, the expense be split 50/50 between the two parishes.  
 
Where an expense was greater for Bagworth/Thornton (due to size of parish) than for 
Stanton-under-Bardon, eg for printing or delivery costs, then a split of 65/35 should be 
made. 
 
That the Chairman and Vice Chairman have delegated authority to make decisions on any 
other expenses. 
 
IT WAS PROPOSED BY MR WHITEMAN, SECONDED BY MR HARRIS AND CARRIED. 
 
This decision would be reported to the two Parish Councils for ratification. 
 

29/2017-18 DROP-IN EVENTS 
 
It is essential that these be held at an early stage.  Provisional dates have been set as 
follows: 
 
28 October Thornton 
4 November  Stanton-under-Bardon 
11 November Bagworth 
 
Mr Briggs reported that a standard template for the publicity leaflet had been received 
from RCC which had been amended.  He needed numbers of leaflets required for each 
parish in order that quotations for printing can be obtained.  He envisaged that the 
majority of leaflets in Stanton-under-Bardon would be hand delivered.  Mr George 
reported that Bagworth/Thornton had a large number of outlying residencies and 
businesses and a quotation for delivery would be required from Royal Mail. 
 
Mr Briggs undertook to ask whether the Stanton-under-Bardon leafleter would be 
interested in delivering to the main residential areas of Bagworth/Thornton. 
 

30/2017-18 STAKEHOLDER MEETINGS 
 
There is a statutory undertaking to ensure that all stakeholders, eg police, neighbours, 
scouts, etc are invited to participate.  No date has yet been fixed, but will probably be in 
December.  The usual format is for HBBC/RCC to do a presentation and then participants at 
tables will be given questions to answer/comment upon.  HBBC/RCC then analyse the 
information and this provides the figures for the Plan.  The meetings are usually held on a 
weekday commencing at 6.00pm and ending at 9.00pm 
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31/2017-18 YOUR RCC EVENT – 28 SEPTEMBER 
 
An invitation had been received to attend the RCC 2017 and the Rural Community Council 
AGM on 28th September at Twycross Zoo.  Neither Mr George nor Mr Briggs were available 
to attend.   
 
Messrs Auckland, Holt and Harris agreed to attend. 
 

32/2017-18 LOGO – PROGRESS 
 
It was agreed to hold the competition in abeyance.  In the meantime, the photos on 
Facebook would be used. 
 

33/2017-18 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Mr Briggs was asked to circulate the terms of reference for Focus Groups. 
 
Mr Brown informed the meeting that the email account was now running.  It was agreed 
that emails should be circulated to all members of the Steering Group, who should make 
any comment within 48 hours, thereby allowing Mrs Briggs to respond.   
 
Mr Briggs asked Mr Holt if he was happy with this arrangement as, at the inaugural 
meeting, he had been elected as Secretary.  Mr Holt indicated that he had no issues. 
 
IT WAS PROPOSED BY MR BRIGGS, SECONDED BY MR GEORGE AND CARRIED. 
 

34/2017-18 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting will be held on 19 October commencing at 7.00pm at the Community 
Centre, Thornton 
 

 
The meeting terminated at 8.30 pm 


