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MINUTES OF THE SECOND JOINT NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING STEERING GROUP HELD 
ON THURSDAY 6TH JULY, 2017 AT THE VILLAGE HALL, STANTON-UNDER-BARDON 
 
Present: 
 
Mr Russell George (Chairman)(In the Chair) 
Mr Ian Briggs (Vice-Chairman) 
Mrs Mary Briggs (Stanton under Bardon) 
Mr Regis Auckland (Bagworth) 
Ms Gemma Whittingham (Thornton) 
Mr Steve Brewin (Stanton under Bardon) 
Mr Kevin Underdown (Stanton under Bardon) 
 
Apologies for Absence were received from Mrs Sandra Callis (Bagworth) Mr Bernard West 
(Stanton under Bardon) Mr M Holt (Thornton) and Mr Jason Brown (Bagworth) 
 
 
Four members of the public were also in attendance 
 

 
 

8/2017-18 The Chairman welcomed attendees to the second steering group meeting.   
 

9/2017-18 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 1 JUNE 2017 
 
It was proposed by Mr Briggs, seconded by Ms Whittingham and 
 
RESOLVED:  That the minutes of the previous meeting be approved. 
 

10/2017-18 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
 
(a) The article in the Herald had been published. 
(b) Arrangements had been made for notices to be posted on notice boards. 
(c) The Facebook and Email accounts would be set up in the near future. 
(d) The web page had been set up at no cost through Spanglefish and was being 
 populated. 
(c) The Leicester Mercury would not write an article, but would consider publishing one 
 sent to them.  Mr George and Mr Auckland to write a suitable article. 
(d) With regard to correspondence with bodies such as the WI, it was considered that 
 these would be taken on board at stakeholder meetings, to which they would be 
 invited. 
 

11/2017-18 STEERING GROUP MEMBERSHIP 
 
The following were elected to the Steering Group: 
Mr Colin Harris 
Mr Matt Whittingham 
Ms Rachel Howden 
 

12/2017-18 STAKEHOLDER MEETING 
 
Mr George reported that at a recent meeting of the Housing Forum held at Hinckley, the 
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opportunity was taken to discuss with RCC the draft questionnaire. John Preston had 
advised that this was premature and the next stage was to hold a Stakeholder Meeting at 
which Focus Groups would take the opinions of stakeholders.  Assuming that the area 
designation is imminent, we should look to holding stakeholder meetings in September/ 
October.  Mr Auckland considered that there should be one stakeholder meeting for each 
Parish. 
 

13/2017-18 DESIGNATED AREA UPDATE 
 
Mr George reported that the letter and plan had been submitted to HBBC.  He has spoken 
to HBBC and it is anticipated that the approval will be on their website shortly, with a letter 
to follow on Thursday/Friday.  Fran Belcher’s supervisor is on holiday this week, which 
would possibly delay approval. 
 

14/2017-18 FOCUS GROUPS 
 
Mr Briggs has carried out investigations on a tool kit.  It was agreed that five Focus groups 
should be established.  It was agreed that there should be a member of the Steering Group 
on each Focus Group, with all the Steering Group being part of the Planning Focus Group.   
 
Initial membership of the Focus Group was agreed as - 
 
Transport and Accessibility 
Ian Briggs, Regis Auckland and Colin Harris 
 
Education and Leisure 
Gemma Whittingham 
 
Environmental and Countryside 
Steve Brewin, Rachel Howden and Eileen Johnson And possibly Annabelle Cob 
 
Business and Retail 
Helen Cobb and Kevin Underdown 
 
Mr Regis Auckland and Mrs Mary Briggs would act as reserves and would slot in as needed. 
Those not present would be asked to indicate their preferences. 
 
It was agreed that the final format would be determined at the next meeting. 
 
Mr Briggs was asked to publish the Terms of Reference for comment. 
 

15/2017-18 QUESTIONNAIRE 
It was agreed that work on this was premature and would be postponed until at least 
October. 
 

16/2017-18 BANK ACCOUNT 
Mr George has been advised by Roger Snowdin that the accounts should be simple and 
could be done by means of a spreadsheet.  The aim was to keep the book-keeping simple 
and transparent.  It was agreed that Mrs Briggs would act as Treasurer. 
 
Some investigation work had been undertaken as to which bank should be used.  HSBC 
provided a community account which was for “not for profit” organisations.  It was 
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proposed by Mr Brewin, seconded by Ms Howden that Mr George, Mr Briggs and Mr 
Auckland be signatories to the account. 
 
Mr Briggs reported that Stanton-under-Bardon had arranged for £5,000 to be made 
available for the project, with an immediate £500 to call on as and when needed.  Like 
Bagworth and Thornton, SUB expected as much as possible to be funded by Locality. 
 

17/2017-18 LOGOS 
Thornton school was happy to help in the design of a logo and would hold a competition.  
A brief was required.  SUB had not replied on providing a slogan.  It was agreed that Ms 
Whittingham and Howden would organise the competition with the schools. 
 

18/2017-18 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Delivery of Leaflets 
The delivery of leaflets was considered.  Mr Briggs stated that within SUB it would be 
possible to hand deliver with only the outlying dwellings and businesses requiring 
information to be posted.  This was not the position in Bagworth and Thornton.  It was 
considered that a quotation from the Post Office should be obtained. 
 
Focus Group/Stakeholder Venues 
A discussion took place on whether a “neutral” venue should be used.  However, it was 
agreed that such a location would inevitably be at a cost to the Group.  Discussion also 
took place on whether community transport should be arranged to the Stakeholder 
Meeting.   
 
Market Bosworth Neighbourhood Plan 
Mr George had taken up the issue with HBBC over the apparent disregard of Market 
Bosworth’s Neighbourhood Plan by a Planning Inspector which, if correct, would 
significantly reduce the influence and relevance of NDPs.  He had been informed that 
Market Bosworth’s plan was very detailed so much so that the Inspector had no option but 
to allow the planning appeal as the NDP had not specifically precluded development in 
front gardens.  This emphasised the need to be extremely careful in the way NDP’s were 
drawn up. 
 

19/2017-18 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting will be held on 11 September commencing at 7.00pm at the Community 
Centre, Bagworth.  Mrs Briggs was asked to send a schedule of meetings to all members. 
 
Short presentations will be made at the meeting by the Focus Groups. 
 
It was agreed that the venue and possible transport provision to Stakeholder meetings 
would be discussed at the next meeting. 

 
 
 
The meeting terminated at 8.35 pm 


