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A. Fictional travellers, creative writers or liars? Marco Polo, Odoric of Pordenone and John 
Mandeville.  An introduction to medieval travel writing .Marco Polo travelled in the Middle 
East in the thirteenth century, Odoric set off from Venice in 1318; Mandeville supposedly 
travelled in the region from 1322.  They described impenetrable deserts, fabulous monsters 
and strange plants. But did they really travel there, or even exist? As follows: 
  
1. Tues 9 June Travel accounts by Marco Polo, Odoric and Mandeville as Natural 
History: strange plants, animals — and monsters  
  
2. Thurs 11 June  Assassins,  'The Old Man of the Mountains' and 'Gardens of Paradise' 
  
B. Creative influences of artist-travellers in the Middle East: from Dürer to Vanmour and 
beyond (Janet).   French-Flemish painter Jean-Baptiste Vanmour (1671–1737), illustrated 
everything from Ottoman court life and ambassador’s audiences to everyday events and 
costumes in Constantinople’s multi-national society and inspired many travellers, painters, 
engravers and even composers. As  follows: 
  
3. Tues 16 June  Sources of Inspiration: Jean-Baptise Vanmour and other artist-travellers in 
Ottoman lands 
  
4. Thurs 18 June.  On paintings and drawings of Turkish costume, from Peter Mundy (1597–
c.1667) to Vanmour and on to 19th-century Orientalist painters 
  
C. TThe life and times of Ahmad Faris al-Shidyaq (1804–1887).  Al-Shidyaq was a Lebanese 
Christian by birth who worked and travelled at various times during his life in Egypt, Malta, 
Tunisia, France and England, before dying in 1887 in Constantinople (Istanbul). His 
adventurous life — recorded in several works — provides a unique introduction to travel in 
the region and to contacts between Europe and the Middle East in the nineteenth 
century.  As follows: 
  
5. Tues 23 June Al-Shidyaq in the service of the missionaries  
  
6. Thurs 25 June. Al-Shidyaq in the service of the Sultan 
 


