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 Carlton Town Parish Council 
 
Members of the Parish Council 
Howard Thomas, Chairman Littleside  ( 640689) 
Peter Dinsdale, Vice Chairman Town Foot  ( 640480) 
Raymond Brown Park View  ( 640409) 
Margaret Simpson Gilders Green ( 640200) 
Dawn Suttill Haydn Carr  ( 640276) 
Marina Briggs, Clerk Quakers Garth ( 640058) 
 
Minutes of Meeting held on 16th March 2017 
 
The meeting was held in the Coverdale Memorial Hall Annexe Room and started at 7.25pm. 
 
Those present 
Councillors Howard Thomas, Raymond Brown, Margaret Simpson, Peter Dinsdale and Dawn 
Suttill and the Clerk, Marina Briggs, attended the meeting along District Cllr Caroline Thornton 
Berry, John Herbert and Jenny Walker from the Water.  
 
1. To receive apologies for absence 
  
 No apologies were received. 
 
2. To receive any declarations of interest and special dispensations 
 No declarations were received. 
 
3. To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 26th January 2017 
 RESOLVED: The minutes from the last meetings were accepted as a true record and duly 

signed by the Chairman. 
 
4. To receive any public questions, comments or representations 
  
 A member of the community highlighted the fact that Leyburn library was now going to be 

volunteer-run and that there had been very little coverage of this fact.  The Parish Council 
has not been informed of this situation and it was agreed that information should be put in 
the June newsletter. 

 
 District Cllr Thornton Berry reported that the planning application for Lamblea has been 

called in by the planning committee and the Parish Council may need to report on their 
reasons for supporting the application. 

 
5. To receive a report from the Parish Clerk 
 

5.1 Actions from Last Meeting 
The Clerk informed the meeting that all actions had been completed or were to be 
discussed under agenda items. 

 

          5.2 To Consider the renewal of the Parish Insurance cover 
The quote from Zurich Municipal for this year is £526.27.  This has increased 15% 
from £456.64.  The increase is due to the added defibrillator and cabinet and a rise in 
IPT.  The councillors agreed that adequate cover is vital given the water supply and 
the renewal was duly accepted. 

 
RESOLVED:  The Parish Council resolved to renew the insurance cover with Zurich 
Municipal. 

 
5.3 Review of Standing Orders and Financial Regulations 
Both these documents have been circulated to all the councillors.  They have not 
changed significantly since last year.   The Clerk has added in the requirement to 
keep a £20,000 reserve for the water plant as agreed at the meeting last October.  
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RESOLVED: The Parish Council approved the updated Standing Orders and 
Financial Regulations. 

  
 5.4 Welcome Letters to New Residents 

No welcome letters are required at present. 

 
 
  5.5 Invoices for water contributions for business properties and agricultural use  

Letters and invoices for the water contributions have been produced and will be sent 
out on the 31st March 2017. 

 
 5.6 Items for the June Newsletter 

Items to be included in the June Newsletter: Foresters information, Annual accounts, 
Library information. 

 
 5.6 Other matters arising 
 

Correspondence has been received from Val Slater from Middleham and Dales Local 
History Group regarding a proposed booklet about WW1 veterans in the area.  The 
councillors were interested to hear of the project and are happy for requests for information 
to be put on the parish notice board, website and newsletter to help Mrs Slater in her 
information collection. 

  
New signs have been drafted for the Water Plant and the contact names in case of an 
emergency are to be John Herbert, Raymond Brown and Marina Briggs.  The council 
approved the cost of £48 plus VAT and delivery. 

 
 RESOLVED:  The Council requested the clerk to go ahead and order the signs.  

 
 
6. To receive the Water Report from John Herbert and consider any financial 

expenditure. 
  

 John Herbert gave the following report to the council: 
 

“We have had a problem with the borehole pump which stopped working two weeks 
ago, we needed to know what pump we had but were unable to verify this and had to 
ask Cumbrian Pumps to come and have a look at the plant (Colin, the borehole man, 
was neither use nor ornament and could only suggest that we remove the pump and 
he would come and fit a new one, we thought that unacceptable as if we had already 
lifted it we could fit a new one)  Cumbrian Pumps were in the area and said they would 
come up and have a look at the borehole, etc. They were unable to ascertain the pump 
make/model and said they would come and lift the pump last Saturday (11 March) 
which they duly did with the help of Raymond and Peter, for which I would like to thank 
them, they then fitted the optimum pump for our needs which, believe it or not, was the 
same one that was already fitted.  They will refurbish the old one and let us have it 
back, presumably at a price. They (Cumbrian Pumps) were unhappy with the electricity 
supply to the pump and are coming this week to rectify same. 
It would appear that the water level is sitting at 93 meters at present and the borehole 
pump is more than adequate for the job of pumping up to a maximum of 6m³ an HOUR 
(144m³ a day), the borehole is producing approximately 30m³ a DAY.  The longer the 
bore pump is running the smaller amount of water we are getting so we may need to 
be a little more circumspect in how we use borehole water.  We may need help in 
trying to remedy this situation. 
Water usage is between 45-55m³ per day. The committee haven't found a new leak 
but there has to be an explanation as to why we are using this much water, we have 
had in the past water usage of 24m³. 
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We have had the Jacksons electricity quote updated and are awaiting quotes from two 
other firms. One firm said that the supply to the various pieces of equipment at the 
plant needed to be adjusted so everything wasn't working off one circuit breaker and 
said that doing this would help the equipment remain live, i.e. not tripping the plant out. 
We have not yet obtained quotes for burying the new electrical supply and will await 
the quotes for installing of the new supply first. 
The flow meter has again been playing up and the chlorine dosing pump hasn't been 
serviced for years, it was thought that we should upgrade our dosing pump to a fully 
automatic one (mentioned at the last Council meeting) which would itself calculate the 
amount of chlorine needed at any one time by taking samples of our water every few 
minutes and adjust accordingly, and at the same time renew the flow meter which runs 
in conjunction with the dosing pump, if we contacted Culligans to do this these new 
pieces of equipment would then come under our service contract meaning the whole 
plant, except for borehole and backwash pump, would be covered by them. Estimated 
price for these two pieces of equipment is approximately £5,000, including fitting, don't 
hold me to this! A revised quote for these items should be with us next week. 
Howard has been in touch with the Lottery Fund to see if we can have a grant for 
some/all the equipment needed to bring the water plant up to specification. 
We are not experiencing any problems with the plant at the moment. 
May I once again thank our sterling water committee for their hard work, in all 
weathers, in maintaining the plant.” 

 
Jenny Walker from the water committee then informed the meeting that quotes have 
now been received as follows: 
Mark Stephenson – to replace the electricity supply £8,50 
T&ME Jackson – as above £4,249 
Peter Alderson – examined the electricity supply and in his opinion the supply does not 
entirely need replacing but to make it safer would suggest some isolating Rcd’s which 
will mean that if one piece of machinery goes, the remaining machinery will still carry 
on working.  His quote to carry out the work is £425.   
 
RESOLVED:  The council agreed that since the work suggested by Peter Alderson 
would need to be done with either of the other contractors, that he should be asked to 
do the work he has quoted for and the situation can then be reviewed by the council. 
 
Culligans are sending quote for a new automatic dosing pump and flow meter.  Since 
the plant is serviced by Culligans it makes sense for them to supply and install these 
items so that they will then fall into the service contract. Therefore, no other quotes 
need to be sought. 
 
Cllr Brown informed the meeting that there would be a bill to be paid to Cumbrian 
Pumps for the new bore hole pump and that this would be in the region of £1,000 plus 
labour.   
 

7.  To receive an update on the emergency telephone 
The Clerk informed the meeting that she was having difficulty in contacting BT to come 
and split the line, but would continue her efforts to do so. 

 
8. To discuss benches and landscaping of the Pinfold Area 
 

RESOLVED:  The council agreed that, to start off with, one oblong picnic bench and one 
bench seat would be appropriate for the Pinfold.  These are to be funded in part by the 
money raised from carol singing and from the kind donation from Mrs Mollineaux.   

 
Cllr Simpson is to source the benches and the clerk is to contact Mrs Mollineaux about 
her donation. 
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9. To receive an update and consider the Parish Land Registration 
  

The Clerk informed the meeting that Mr Birtles was still in the process of drawing up the 
Statement of Claim and required some further information from the Chairman to complete 
the documentation.  This was duly supplied by the Chairman. 
 
The council has also received information from NYCC asking if the council wish to amend 
the Common Land register in relation to the Peat Moor.  Mr Birtles has been forwarded the 
letter and his advice was that no action was required. 
 
  

10. To discuss and consider the Parish financial report 
 
The Clerk gave the following information to the meeting: 
 

Bank balances as at 9th March 2017: 
Current Account £3272.58     
Deposit Account £25644.21   
Total £28916.79   
 
 
Expenditure since the last meeting 
 

  £ 
Marina Briggs January 2017Salary 223.86 

Marina Briggs February 2017 Salary 223.86 

 
 
Requests for payment 
The Council are asked to formally approve the following invoices that have either been paid 
but not yet minuted or have not been paid and need approval before payment 
 

  £ 
Opus Energy Electricity for Jan & Feb 454.17 

Marina Briggs Batteries & Paper 27.70 

RDC Water Analysis Feb 2017 131.67 

Coverdale Memorial Hall Hire of Hall for March meeting 10.00 

 
RESOLVED:  The council approved the above items of expenditure 
 
Income since the last meeting 

  £ 
HMRC VAT Reclaim 1261.62 

 
Proposed contributions from business properties towards the water supply 
Letters relating to charges for the period 1st April 2016 to 31st March 2017 will be sent on the 
31st March 2017. 
 
Outstanding refunds on Water precept 
We are still awaiting council tax bills from Mr Verity in order to process the water precept 
refunds. 
 
Review of the Clerk’s Salary and hours 
I believe that six hours per week remains a realistic expectation to carry out the work 
involved for Carlton Town Parish Council and the Carlton Water Committee efficiently and 
effectively.  I would therefore like to request that the hours are kept at their present level with 
no increase in salary.   
 
RESOLVED: The council resolved to keep the Clerk’s hours the same. 
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11. To consider items for the next Parish Council meeting on 18th May 2017 
 

Election of the Chairman and Vice Chairman, End of year accounts, Annual Return, June 
Newsletter and Parish Grass Cutting. 

 

 
There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.25pm. 


