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 Carlton Town Parish Council 
 
Members of the Parish Council 
Howard Thomas, Chairman Littleside  ( 640689) 
Peter Dinsdale, Vice Chairman Town Foot  ( 640480) 
Raymond Brown Park View  ( 640409) 
Margaret Simpson Gilders Green ( 640200) 
Dawn Suttill Haydn Carr  ( 640276) 
Marina Briggs, Clerk Quakers Garth ( 640058) 
 
Minutes of Meeting held on 26th January 2017 
 
The meeting was held in the Coverdale Memorial Hall Annexe Room and started at 6pm. 
 
Those present 
Councillors Howard Thomas, Raymond Brown, Margaret Simpson and Dawn Suttill and the 
Clerk, Marina Briggs, attended the meeting along with 2 members of the community.  
 
1. To receive apologies for absence 
  
 Apologies were received and accepted for Cllr Peter Dinsdale. 
 
2. To receive any declarations of interest and special dispensations 
 No declarations were received. 
 
3. To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 13th October 2016 and 

15th December 2016 
 RESOLVED: The minutes from the last meetings were accepted as a true record and duly 

signed by the Chairman. 
 
4. To receive any public questions, comments or representations 
  
 No questions or comments were made. 
 
 
5. To receive a report from the Parish Clerk 
 

5.1 Actions from Last Meeting 
The Clerk informed the meeting that all actions had been completed or were to be 
discussed under agenda items. 

 
5.2 Welcome Letters to New Residents 
Letters have been sent to the residents of Windrush and Kilbernie.  No further welcome 
letters are required at present. 

  
 5.3 Items for the March Newsletter 

RESOLVED: The following items are to be put in the March Newsletter: £260 was raised 
from the carol singers and this is to be split between the picnic benches for the Pinfold and 
the playing field.  Funds raised from the year in Coverdale DVD, WW1 commemorations for 
2018, Foresters Day – 10th June 2017, litter on Gayle Bank, Isobel Jenkins Church of the 
Good Shepherd booklet.  
 

 5.4 Other matters arising 
 
Garget Walker House 
The Clerk read out a letter of thanks from the friends of Garget Walker House in Richmond 
for the £50 donation. 
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NYCC Urban Grass Cutting 
NYCC has contacted the council asking if the council wishes to continue cutting the grass 
on visibility splays at the top of the village for which an increased payment of £28.74 (up 
from £24.64) will be paid.   
 
RESOLVED: The council resolved to continue cutting our own grass with the thanks to the 
people who do it being given in the June and September newsletters.  The Clerk will inform 
NYCC accordingly. 
 
Church of the Good Shepherd Information 
Information regarding the Church and what it was like before its conversion has been 
collated by the Middleham and Local Dales History Society.  They have kindly donated a 
copy of the book to be kept in Parish Records and copies are available at £6 per copy from 
Isobel Jenkins. 
 
Parking outside the Foresters Arms 
Some residents had expressed concern that the cars parked on the corner outside the 
Foresters Arms are a safety issue.  Cllr Brown resolved to ask Mr & Mrs Sharpe to park on 
the gravel whenever possible. 

 
6. To receive the Water Report from John Herbert and consider any financial 

expenditure. 
  
 John Herbert gave the following report to the council: 
 

The Culligan's service contract has been investigated by the committee to see if there 
were other companies who could or would service our plant. No other company is willing or 
able to take over the servicing of our plant but we are having ongoing, productive, talks 
with Culligan's, they have changed their staff and are much more willing to help us in our 
quest for clean, potable water including service agreements and have come up with some 
suggestions on how to improve matters.  The servicing manager together with his engineer 
have come to inspect the plant a couple of times over the past eight months, at no charge, 
to this end. 

 
As you know the council has a legal responsibility to secure clean, disinfected, potable 
water to the village. Although our system is getting old it still does the job adequately but 
will not do so for ever.  So, to "upgrade" parts of it and to invest some money into 
maintaining it will help to keep it going for longer and hopefully avoid major expense in the 
near future. 

 
The water committee has allowed the status quo to continue and has done nothing 
recently to improve the service we give the village although we have made sure nothing 
detrimental has happened and has done what is necessary to maintain the plant.  With this 
in mind the water committee feels that we should, with Culligan's help, try to improve the 
plant for the future.  We also are aware that it is crucial that our electricity supply is 
adequate and safe. We had two reports and a quote a few years ago regarding this. We 
propose to get the quote updated and try also to secure quotes from two other companies. 
To this end at our last committee meeting we unanimously agreed to ask the council to 
approve the updating and improvement of the electricity supply from the Chapel to both 
water plant huts. 

 
The water committee feels that in the interests of safety and a better water supply that you 
will agree to this happening. 

 
Any questions regarding this please put to Jenny Walker as she has a more "in depth" 
knowledge of this. 

 
At present the plant is working to expectations.  

 
Water usage seems to be approx. 48-50m3 per day. 
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May I once again thank our sterling water committee for their hard work, in all weathers, in 
maintaining the plant and Raymond Brown for his willingness to remain as our practical 
engineer in times of need. 
 
The councillors discussed the proposals by the water committee and unanimously agreed 
that updating the water plant was necessary, starting with the electricity supply. It was also 
agreed to continue developing a good working relationship with Culligans. 
 
RESOLVED:  The council resolved to ask John Herbert and Jenny Walker to obtain three 
electricity quotes including the digging out for the cable for consideration at the next 
meeting. Cllr Thomas & the Clerk are also to explore funding opportunities.  Jenny Walker 
is to continue working with Culligans. 

 

 
7. To Consider the Planning Applications for Elm Tree Farm (R/67/52B/LB) and 

Lamblea (R/67/86A) 
RESOLVED:  After discussion regarding the plans and in the absence of any objections 
from residents, the Council agreed that they are minded to support both the applications 
and asked the Clerk to respond to YDNP to this effect. 

 
8.  To receive an update on the emergency telephone 

The Clerk informed the meeting that Scotts TV came to assess the splitting of the 
telephone line for installation of the emergency telephone.  The engineer stated that 
whilst it could be done by them, if there was to be a subsequent issue with the telephone, 
BT would not touch it as it had been altered by a third party.  He was particularly uneasy 
about this considering there was to be an emergency telephone to be installed.  He 
suggested we contact BT who can easily split the wire just above the defibrillator box and 
install a waterproof socket for the emergency phone.  Scotts TV would be unable to do 
this since BT are the only providers of exterior sockets. 

 

The Clerk has contacted BT who said the one-off cost would be in the region of £270 plus 

Vat (recoverable).  This is more than was originally planned for the cost of extending the 

phone line (£150) but seems the safest way to carry out the job.   

The Brunton Trust sent extra funds in case it was needed and the Clerk asked that the 
council agree to instructing BT to split the line and get the telephone installed. 
 
RESOLVED: The council resolved to go ahead with BT splitting the line and instructed the 
Clerk accordingly. 

 
9. To review and update the parish risk assessment and asset register 
 

The councillors reviewed the documents and agreed that they were acceptable and up to 
date. 

 
 RESOLVED: The council adopted the updated risk assessment and asset register. 
 
10. To receive an update and consider the Parish Land Registration 
  

Cllr Thomas informed the meeting that after the last meeting, Mr Birtles was instructed 
to write to Farmoor Services in an attempt to resolve the situation regarding the Peat 
Moor. 
Mr Birtles has done so and has subsequently advised the Parish Council to go ahead 

with the registration of all the pieces of Parish Land with the exception of the Peat Moor 

which can be returned to, if appropriate, in the future.  There is no legal obligation for the 

parish council to register its land. 
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The information regarding the peat moor has now all be collated for use in the future if it 

is required, and Cllr Thomas proposed that the advice of council’s solicitor was accepted 

and that the other pieces of land excluding the peat moor were registered with immediate 

effect. 

Cllr Brown seconded this proposal and the councillors voted unanimously. 

RESOLVED: The Council resolved to instruct Mr Birtles to register all the parish land 

with the exception of the peat moor as advised by Mr Birtles. 

 
11. To consider information received regarding the Beacon project for WW1 

commemorations in 2018. 
 
RESOLVED: After some discussion, it was agreed that Carlton Town did not want to be 
provide a beacon for the commemorations, but that a note would be put in the newsletter 
to ask for suggestions of how the day could be marked. 

 
12. To discuss and consider the Parish financial report 
 
The Clerk gave the following information to the meeting: 
 

Bank balances as at 20 January 2017: 
Current Account £2937.58     
Deposit Account £25644.21   
Total £28581.79   
 
Expenditure since the last meeting 
 

  £ 
Marina Briggs October 2016 Salary 223.86 

Marina Briggs November 2016 Salary 223.86 

Marina Briggs December 2016 Salary 223.86 

Garget Walker House Charitable donation 50.00 

   

 
 
Requests for payment 
The Council formally approved the following invoices that have either been paid but not yet 
minuted or have not been paid and needed approval before payment 
 

  £ 
Howard Parr Water Precept refund 91.97 

Eden Farm Chlorine for the water plant Nov & Jan 78.84 

Opus Energy Electricity for Oct, Nov & Dec 455.12 

M J & R Suttill Water Precept refund 108.70 

FW Lawson Water Precept refund 108.70 

Camlab Water testing kits 124.52 

Jenny Walker Keys for water plant 22.03 

Coverdale Memorial Hall Hire of Hall for January meeting 10.00 

Marina Briggs Batteries for the water plant and paper 27.70 

 
 
Income since the last meeting 

  £ 
NYCC Grass Cutting Payment 24.64 

HSBC Interest on Deposit A/C 3.96 

Carrol Thomas Defib Pads donation 35.00 
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Proposed contributions from business properties towards the water supply 
No contributions are outstanding. 
 
Outstanding refunds on Water precept 
A council tax bill is still required from Mr Verity in order to process the water precept refund. 
 

Annual VAT refund claim 
The Council were asked to note that the VAT due back for the period 1st February 2016 
to 31st January 2017 is £1,261.62. 
 

Water donations 
Donations are requested annually from villagers who use water to fill water troughs and 
supply agricultural buildings.  The Council confirmed that the names and amounts are 
correct for the period 1st April 2016 to 31st March 2017: 
 
 

  £ 

Mr John Simpson Agricultural buildings 100.00 

F Dinsdale & Sons Agricultural buildings 50.00 

Mr R Suttill Agricultural buildings 100.00 

Mr Charles Utley Cattle trough 25.00 

Mr Michael Horner Cattle trough 25.00 

Mr M Suttill Cattle trough 25.00 

 
Donations are also due from business properties in the village for the current year 
1st April 2016 to 31st March 2017.  The Council confirmed that the following names and 
amounts are correct: 

  £ 

Mr R Gardner Coverdale Lodge Cottage 120.00 

Mrs J Hayes Old Hall Byre 120.00 

L & A Dent Ghyll Farm 120.00 

Dr J Beddington Barn Cottage 120.00 

Mr & Mrs K Sharpe Foresters Arms 120.00 

Mr & Mrs Buckman Orchard Cottage 100.00 

 
Ms E Spooner of Middleham House is still receiving full business rate relief up to 2016 
and is paying a domestic precept.  A donation is therefore not required again this year.  
 
RESOLVED:  The council instructed the clerk to write to the water contributors 
accordingly and to contact RDC to ask for details of who pays business rated in order to 
check that all businesses are being included. 
 
13. To consider items for the next Parish Council meeting  and the Annual parish 

Meeting in March 2017 
 

Meeting for all electors of the Parish 
 Letting of Parish land, Review of Standing Orders and Financial Regulations 

Renewal of insurance cover, renewal of water contract, consider quotes for the electrical 
supply replacement at the water plant. 
Benches and landscaping of the Pinfold. 

 

 
There being no other business the meeting closed at 6.50pm. 


