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Mesolithic Deeside is a group of archaeologists, students, and local
volunteers investigating human activity in the river Dee area up to 14,000
years ago.

Fieldwalking

 
 
 
 
 
 

Totals 2017-2022
       Year      No of fields      No of lithics            Area walked 

                                                                        hectares (approx.)
2017            7                     722                       35.63 
2018          10                   4067                       48.86
2019            8                   3800                       36.01
2020          24                   1496                     111.04
2021            4                   3049                       19.57
2022          24                   1146                     105.41

                   Totals          77                 14280                     358.33

Get in touch for more details: mesodeeside@outlook.com
IF YOU SEE A PLOUGHED FIELD PLEASE GET IN TOUCH WITH US 

Crops have all been sown so our spring fieldwalking 2022 has ended. But if
anyone happens to spot a ploughed field in the Dee corridor or its main
tributaries, please let us know. We can usually muster a small team at short
notice for emergency field walking Meemaw, Meemaw!

mailto:mesolithicdeeside@outlook.com


Mesolithic Deeside Lockdown Channel
26 talks, 281 subscribers, 13,635 views!!!

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPiHRgICCeEIXkRJOr9yawg/videos

 

 
Keep up to date with us on Facebook

 Mesolithic Deeside 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/979549128814393/

 
 
 

On Twitter @mesodeeside
 

 
http://mesolithicdeeside.org

 

Dates for your
diary

Saturday 30 July
Banchory Show
----------------------------

Autumn 2022 Dates to be announced
Lithic workshops
----------------------------

See Events section for further details

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPiHRgICCeEIXkRJOr9yawg/videos
https://www.facebook.com/groups/979549128814393/
https://twitter.com/mesodeeside
http://mesolithicdeeside.org/


Prehistoric arrowheads along the Dee

Are you interested in looking more closely at the flint arrowheads collected
during field walking in Aberdeenshire? 

We are looking for people who would like to build a small research project
around Barbed-and-Tanged points, Chisel or Transverse arrowheads, and
Leaf points.

New Project

Arrowheads help interpret prehistoric landscape use
because they are recognisable, and we can date them by
their shape and style.

Most leaf points were used in the Early Neolithic, and there
is some evidence that they were used along waterways.

Chisel or transverse arrowheads date to the Late Neolithic. Ann finds them
less easy to identify, but it would be interesting to find out how/where they
are used compared to the other arrowhead types.

Barbed-and-tanged points were used during the Early Bronze
Age and are often accompaniments to funeral rites or else
found scattered across the landscape, perhaps lost during
hunting.

You can consider all sorts of factors such as shape, size;
colour; breakage; location, and anything you like.

Are there any differences between the different types of arrowheads?
If arrowheads represent hunting equipment, then are particular locations
favoured, e.g. river edge; marsh; dry gravels. If so, then can we determine
what they might be hunting – birds, deer etc
Are particular colours of flint favoured, and if so, why?
Can we distinguish specific styles or shapes?
Where are the arrowheads now?

Questions you could ask are:

Five or more Leaf points, one Barbed-and-tanged point (plus some from the
Lochs project) and possibly four Transverse arrowheads have been collected
by the Mesolithic Deeside group. 

These numbers would need to be supplemented with arrowheads from other
collections, e.g. Grieve, Kenworthy, Sabnis. 

The more, the merrier; why not take on NE Scotland!



Milton of Crathes Test Pitting
Mesolithic Deeside carried out test pitting at this recently-discovered lithic
scatter site on 11-14th November 2021. Over 50 volunteers were involved
and we were filmed by STV and also by BBC Out of Doors as well as getting
articles in the local media.  The test pitting was funded by Marr Area
Committee, King George V Wind Turbine Trust and The Skinner Charitable
Trust

Many of the test pits were shallow and filled just with topsoil but a small
number were deep and filled with layers of sand. One had lenses of charcoal,
hazelnut and flints and another contained peat from an old watercourse.
Three samples have been sent for radiocarbon dating at SUERC at East
Kilbride; 2 dates were funded by Midhill Wind Farm Fund and one date by
Leys Charitable Trust.

Watch this space and we will share dates when we get them back.

News



Potarch Test Pitting

We also carried out test pitting at Potarch on 24-27 February 2022; the site had been identified
following the discovery of flints in the field adjacent to the river. Whilst searching Google Earth
Sheila Duthie noticed what appeared to be cropmarks  of circular pits in this field and the group
was very excited. Bruce Mann the regional archaeologist agreed that these looked like possible
Mesolithic pits and so we sunk trenches over the potential features. Unfortunately the
cropmarks did not appear within the pits and it is possible that they are surface features or that
they are filled with such compact material that we did not identify them. This is not unusual -
during the archaeological work at Milltimber for the AWPR, Mesolithic pits were excavated but
these had been uncovered for several weeks before they were seen by the archaeologists.

The dig was a very successful community event with a class from Finzean Primary attending, a
local scout group as well as a number of people who saw the dig from the road and did a U-
turn (safely!) and came back to see what we were doing.

The project was funded by Live Life Aberdeenshire, Aberdeenshire Charitable Trust and Arnold
Clark Community Fund.



Events

If you wish to attend either the workshops or the 
test pitting, please email:

mesolithicdeeside@outlook.com

Cairngorms group
 

A small (but hardy) group of members recently started walking in the Mar Lodge
area after discussions with Prof Graeme Warren (Uni of Dublin) and Dan Rhodes,
National Trust Archaeologist. No lithics were recovered but we always knew this

would be looking for a needle in a very large haystack. We plan to do more walks
but these are very seasonally based and we are avoiding the periods of major

snow and midges! More news about this group to follow.
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Sgor an Eoin
 

Graeme Warren has given us an exciting opportunity to join him for test
pitting.  The team are in the field Tues 6th - Fri 16th (possibly also Sat 17th).
Giving them a chance to get set up and organised, they would welcome
volunteers from Wed 7th - through probably to Fri 16th. A car full (c 4
people) a day would work well. They will be a team of about 9, with c 4-5
students as part of that, so the balances should work well. They are happy to
plan for weekend working (weather dependent). 

 
 
 



Hilda Paterson
 

Ali and Sheila attended University of Aberdeen Special Collections to look at the Hilda Paterson
papers. She collected lithics which she called 'pigmy' flints and dug a test pit with her brother deep
into the flint-rich sands (see below) and there is a reference to charcoal that was uncovered. Later

she published her work with AD Lacaille. You can read more about this site
 

http://journals.socantscot.org/index.php/psas/article/download/7990/7958/



Welcome to a quick bag-labelling guide for Mesolithic Deeside. 

There is specific information required for recording the finds onto
our Excel database. The information on this database is used by
one of our volunteers to plot all of the finds onto a map of each
field walked. All of this information is then sent on to our lithics
expert for further analysis. It is therefore important that the bag is
written out clearly and correctly. Due to the sometimes large
number of finds to be recorded, this process is made much easier if
everyone follows the same basic template.

So, here is a brief guide on setting out the text on your finds bags. 

Each bag has three white text boxes. 

I

Fieldwalking

In the top line we require the field
code, and then the date, in the
format Day-Month-Year. (It is
important to include the year).

In the middle line, we require the
Ordnance Survey Grid Ref letters.
You should be advised of the Field
Code and the Grid Reference at the
start of each field walking session.
In the Banchory area this is NO.
Also on this line you would write
the first half of the GPS coordinates
(5 numbers). 

In the bottom line you would record, the second half of the GPS
coordinates directly underneath the first half, ensuring you leave
some blank space on this line. When we record the finds onto the
database we use this extra space for additional data. Each bag is
given a unique number and we also record the number of lithics in
the bag if there is more than one. 



2022 Fieldwalking Results

After the fieldwalking, a group of volunteers lists the finds into an
excel spreadsheet and Irvine Ross plots the results - see next
page.

The mapping tells us where there are concentrations of finds and
where within the scatter each find is located. 












