
 

 

 
 

CHURCHILL AND BLAKEDOWN PARISH COUNCIL 
ANNUAL REPORT 2018-2019 

 
 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT TO THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 22nd May 2019 
 
I have pleasure in reporting the activities of your Parish Council over the past year.  
 
I would like to start by thanking our Clerk for her excellent work and support and, 
my fellow Councillors for their time given in achieving the Councils aims.   
 
I can report that our Neighbourhood Plan, adopted by the District Council in July 
2017 and incorporated into the Wyre Forest Local Plan, is being given due weight 
on planning decisions within the Parish to great effect. 
 
The Parish Council have raised major concerns regarding the lack of Highway 
provisions to developments that border our Parish, in particular the Lea Castle site. 
We predict that traffic will use our back lanes as a ‘rat run’ to access Blakedown 
Station and the A456 on route to Birmingham. The proposed improvements to the 
Station, whilst welcomed, will also put extra pressure on our rural roads and the 
Council are continuing to co-operate with Hagley Parish Council to lobby Officers 
from Worcestershire County Highways and Wyre Forest District Council Planning. 
With the adoption of a new Enforcement Policy by WFDC, the Parish Council have 
pursued the Officers, with the help of our District Councillors, to resolve the  
long-standing Enforcement issues within the Parish. Positive action is now showing 
results. 
 
Parking in Station Drive/Mill Lane would not go away with the successful 
introduction of ‘Yellow Lines’ and therefore the need for a car park, not a Parkway, 
must be high on the wanted list. 
 
 
 
The Vice Chairman and I attended an informal meeting at Wyre Forest House at 
the invitation of Councillors Marcus Hart and Ian Hardiman with the express 
purpose of ‘getting to understand the concerns and aspirations’ of Churchill & 
Blakedown Parish Council.  
 
The Parish Council continues to pride itself in fulfilling the promises we made to you 
last year. A further two village gateways are now in place, acting on the advice of 
the experts to reduce traffic speeds. We have erected an additional vehicle 
activated warning sign in Stakenbridge Lane on the approach to Churchill Cross. 
 
The Council, in partnership with the Police, have provided 'SmartWater' kits free of 
charge, this is an effective deterrent to theft. Kits are still available at the Parish 
Meeting, please bring some identification along with you if you would like to collect 



 

 

one. 
 
The Council is encouraged by the interest our District and County Councillors have 
shown in attempting to resolve problems and our appreciation for their financial 
support for some of our projects. We hope this will continue following the recent 
District Elections with both Marcus Hart and Ian Hardiman continuing, plus the 
addition of Lisa Jones. 
 
A new Grass cutting Contract is now in force and the bin emptying and Lengthmans 
work is continuing, hopefully to your satisfaction. I would also like you to note that a 
new bench has been installed in Churchill Lane and the two bus shelters in 
Blakedown will soon be refurbished. 
 
In the last financial year, no grant applications were received by the Parish Council, 
however a donation was made to the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal.  
 
The Council, as a result of the Localism Act 2011, is required to have certain 
policies in place. We have, during last year, updated our Financial Regulations and 
introduced both a Grievance Policy and a Complaints Procedure.  
 
The new Parish Council website continues to be developed to enable the Parish 
Council to comply with the Transparency Regulations which sets out the 
information which should be published, including financial information, the annual 
financial return, a list of Councillors and their responsibilities plus minutes, agendas 
and papers of formal meetings.  There will soon be a Publication Scheme which 
sets out the type of information available to you and how you can obtain it. 
 
In the next year we will continue to try to improve the service we give and continue 
to keep you informed via our Newsletters and our new Facebook page. 
 
 
Richard Benney- Parish Council Chairman 2018-19 
 
 
 
       


