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CHURCHILL AND BLAKEDOWN PARISH COUNCIL 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ ---------------------------------------------------- 

  

Minutes of the Meeting of Churchill and Blakedown Parish Council held at 7.30 p.m. on Wednesday 16th March 
2016 in the Norman Dawson Sports Pavilion, Blakedown. 
 
PRESENT: Chairman Cllr R Shade, Vice Chairman Cllr Mrs. P Hayward, Cllrs Mrs. S Fowler, R T Benney,    
B Hession (joined the meeting at 20.35 p.m.), J W Long, J Lorton, P Mellor and N Rowlinson. 
         
In attendance: Angela Preece - Clerk to the Parish Council, two members of the public and District Councillor 
Ian Hardiman. 
 
1. Chairman’s Opening Remarks: Chairman advised that he had attended a number of meetings in the past 
month including the Parish Conference. The Chief Executive had talked about devolution for Worcestershire, 
there was a presentation about emergency planning and the Community Infrastructure Levy. He had also 
attended a training course on Standards, Code of Conduct, Transparency Codes and the Local Council Award 
Scheme.   
 
2.  Apologies for absence:  Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Brian Hession (joined the 
meeting later) Cllr M Hart, Cllr S Williams and PO Andy Wallace. 
 
3.  Declarations of Interest: Previously made declarations (for which a dispensation has been granted) still in 
place.  No new declarations made. 
 
4.  Community Policing: PCSO Niall Ryland gave report.  It had been a fairly quite month with three crimes in 
Blakedown, no acquisitive crime, two common assaults (domestic related) and three drug offences 
(possession of cannabis) with offenders passing through the Parish. Cllr Lorton reported a car accident at 5.10 
a.m. on Sunday morning outside the Village shop. 
 
 
 
5. Dispensations: No new dispensation requests received. Previously granted dispensations still in place.  Cllr 
Long advised that he would remain in the meeting for discussions on the car park agenda item 8 b) 

 
6. Neighbourhood Plan: Wyre Forest District Council now have the Plan out for consultation on the 
sustainability report, which will run for another three weeks.  Work is currently being done on the housing 
section of the plan. Members felt the recent meeting with Wyre Forest Officers had been productive. They had 
been asked to examine the occurrence of ‘windfall sites’ in the village, which have occurred on a regular basis 
over the years and also to look at rural exception sites, which must be identified by the Parish and can only be 
used for local needs housing, additionally the design has to characterise farm buildings.  Cllrs Hardiman, 
Williams and Hart have also met with Wyre Forest District Council Officers to ask for clarification on the 
progress of the Plan and they feel that appropriate advice has now been provided to assist the Parish Council.  
It is acknowledged the referendum can take place when required by the Parish Council.  Members recorded 
their thanks to our District Councillors for their help and the Officers of Wyre Forest District Council particularly 
Rebecca Brown who has been very helpful getting the process moving again. 
 
7. Planning and Development Control: 
 
 a) Planning Applications Received 
  

16/0135/CERTP - 85 BELBROUGHTON ROAD BLAKEDOWN KIDDERMINSTER   
Certificate of Lawfulness: Proposed extensions and detached buildings – no objection 
 

The Meeting was adjourned for Public Question Time, notes of which are appended to these minutes 
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  b) Planning Approvals 
 
15/0593/FULL - THE SPINNEY WAGGON LANE ISMERE KIDDERMINSTER   
Extensions and alterations   

  
16/0024/FULL 10/02/2016 BRANDLEHOW CHURCHILL 
Single storey extension to rear of property, increase in height of garage roof, changes to external 
materials, creation of balcony to rear, and associated works including new roof lights and window 
changes   
 

8. Highways, Traffic, Street Lighting, Car Park and Parking Matters: b) The Chairman brought forward the 
agenda item relating to the car park and advised that he would be placing a restriction on the time Members 
were allowed to speak to three minutes each, following this he would make a summary.  This discussion is in 
response to Wyre Forest District Council advising that they would not accept the transfer of the car park to the 
Parish Council for £1 but are looking at the sum of £40,000 instead.  Members views and points raised are set 
out below 
 

• The figure of £80,000 which relates to the value of the car park in Wyre Forest District Council’s Asset 
Register was queried.  A sum of £4,000 per year would be required to operate the car park as a paying 
entity.  

• The car park was more of a liability than an asset and not worth £40,000.   

• The value of the land was greater than £1 depending on what the land was used for (Members believe 
this was the original figure quoted for the transfer of the land from Wyre Forest DC) but it is the upkeep 
of the car park that is a concern. If the car park was operated as a paying concern, there would be 
insufficient income to cover the costs and the Parish Council needs to decide if it wishes to take on that 
responsibility.  Additionally, whilst the car park was in a reasonable condition at the moment, in years to 
come there would be maintenance costs to cover. 

• Wyre Forest District Council Asset Register quotes a figure of £80,000 as the value of the car park, 
what is that figure based on and when was the valuation done? There is a huge difference between this 
figure and the valuation the Parish Council has had done.  If Wyre Forest District Council re-valued the 
car park along the same lines as the Parish Council valuation and then offered a 50% reduction, the 
figure would be more realistic.  

• Concerns this car park will be a liability instead of an asset with on-goings costs and maintenance 
regardless of whether parking fees are charged or not.  A regular sum would have to be put aside each 
year for maintenance which could mean an adjustment to the precept to cover the costs.  The Parish 
Council does not have £40,000 which it can use to purchase the car park at that price.   

• Concerns expressed regarding the vitality of the village centre and what might happen to the shops if 
there is no off-street car parking.  There have been discussions Wyre Forest District Council about how 
the car park could be managed and figures for the running and charging of the car park have been 
provided.  Further concerns raised with regard to what Wyre Forest District Council intend to do with 
the car park which could be reflected in the high valuation figure.  Another option would be to include an 
uplift clause if the Parish Council bought the car park for a nominal figure and agree that if it was 
developed at a later date that Wyre Forest DC would receive some funds. The running costs previously 
provided would be reduced as there would be no business rates following the budget. 

• The Parish Council should only take this issue forward if the land can be acquired for £1 and share any 
future profits with Wyre Forest DC. The site is registered as an asset of community value which reflects 
the value it has to the shops and the village centre. There is a need to join up acquiring the car park 
with other parking issues in the village. 

• Wyre Forest District Council’s valuation excessive and there are concerns about the Parish Council 
running the car park.  The District Council normally has a duty to get the maximum returns for their 
assets but this is nullified as the site is registered as an asset of community value. 

• Not in favour of taking on the car park as original reasons for doing so included taking some control 
over parking in the village generally and that is not something to be easily achieved.  Financially, it 
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would take up a huge amount of our resources, not justifiable on that basis. Explore other avenues to 
prevent future development on the site. 
 

a) Traffic and parking issues: Cllr Mellor had provided the Clerk with a residents petition to forward to the Road 
Safety Partnership with concerns regarding traffic enforcement, traffic calming issues etc. Clerk asked to 
investigate the cost of an additional street light for Belbroughton Road. Cllr Lorton had reported to 
Worcestershire County Council that the bollard on Birmingham Road was facing the wrong way, this has now 
been rectified.  
 
c) Street lighting: Street light number 14 in Lynwood Drive is still not working and has been referred to Western 
Power for their action. 

 
9.  District and County Council Matters: Cllr Ian Hardiman gave his report. Full Council on the 24th February 
agreed to change to ‘all out’ elections from 2019 which will save over £200,000 over a five-year period. Each 
District Councillor will receive a local funding budget of £1,000 to be utilised in their Ward.  District and County 
Councils have set aside £500,000 each to fund opening up Worcester Street, Kidderminster to traffic and on-
street parking, hopefully to increase footfall in that area of the town. New Leisure Centre is progressing well 
and on schedule for completion in the Summer. 

 
10.  Minutes:  The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 17th February 2016 were 
approved. 
 
11. Lengthsman & Environmental Maintenance Reports:a) Lengthsman: Mark Jones advised that the work 
on the benches was almost complete, he had managed to borrow equipment to save hire costs.  b) Litter and 
benches: Bench in Stakenbridge Lane is complete and positive feedback received from a local resident. 
Damaged bench in Churchill Lane needs resolving. There are four faulty dog bag dispensers. The vehicle 
activated signs have been delivered to Cllr Lorton for collection and we will need to have a discussion re the 
siting of the vehicle activated sign in Stakenbridge Lane, a new battery is required to be purchased for this 
sign. c) Grass cutting: Have checked sites in preparation to commence grass cutting, the Village Green and 
the Play Area now need cutting. There is damage to the walkway in the play area, a bolt has been removed but 
it has been made safe. The benches in the play area need repairing as they belong to the Parish Council.  The 
hedge by the play area is not being cut back as previously done. Cllr Lorton has put in requests for the gullies 
to be emptied in Birmingham Road and Station Drive. There is also sewerage on bridlepath 543 which has 
been reported. 
 
12. Charitable Incorporate Organisation: No further updates. 
 
13. Signal Box: Being constructed good progress is being made.  Heritage Lottery Funding are trying to 
include the application for an additional £20,000 at their March meeting. Cllr Long has also made an 
application to Historic England for the same sum of money.  
 
14. Reports for information: a) Parish Website: Need to scope out what is needed and look at various 
options. Cllr Rowlinson to look what is needed and report back at next meeting. b) Neighbourhood Watch: 
updates being received by email. c) Sports Pavilion: Annual General Meeting is due to take place on the 6th 
April 2016.  Chairman and Cllr Lorton will be attending. 
 
Cllr Hardiman left the meeting at 9.20 p.m. 
 
15.  Financial Report and Payment of Accounts: 
 a) Members noted bank balances at the 7th March 2016. 
         b) Members approved payments as per the list with the addition of the following payments; Mark Jones 

£616 for Lengthsman and contract work, Wyre Forest District Council £216 for black bags and £60 
to Chaddesley Corbett Parish Council for training. 
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 c)  Members ratified the following payments; Severn Trent £3,251.24 for signal box, Hollands Building   

Contractors £24,000.00 for signal box and Npower £578.84 for signal box.  Members noted that any 
payments made in relation to both the signal box and the Neighbourhood Plan are being made from 
grant funding and not from Parish Council funds. 

           d)  Internal Audit: Members resolved to appoint Peter Phillips as the internal auditor for the 2015-16 
annual accounts.  

 
16. Procurement of External Auditors: Members resolved not to opt out of the new National Association of 
Local Councils arrangements for Parish Councils with a turnover exceeding £25,000.   
 
17. West Midlands Rail Franchise Consultation: Cllr Hession has looked at the consultation document and 
provided Members with a list of points he feels is relevant. Consultees are invited to comment and provide a 
‘wish list’ of things they would like. Parking, no ability to buy tickets at Blakedown Station, Sunday service poor, 
footbridge, advance purchasing of tickets, improve appearance of the Station, early evening trains not stopping 
at Blakedown, last train from Birmingham leaves just before 11.00 p.m. which is too early. Cllr Hession will 
submit the response on behalf of the Parish Council. 
   
18. Clerk’s Report: Clerks report on ongoing items noted.   
  
19. Correspondence for Information: Members noted the correspondence report circulated with the agenda.  
 
20. Councillor’s Reports and items for future agendas: Cllr Mrs Fowler advised that the Parish Games 
Quiz had been won by the Blakedown team. 
 

 21. Date of Next Meeting: 20th April 2016 at 7.30 p.m. in the Norman Dawson Sports Pavilion, Birmingham 
Road, Blakedown. 
 
 

The meeting closed at 9.45 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dated this 20th April 2016  ………….………………………………………………… 
 

Chairman to Churchill and Blakedown Parish Council 
 
Notes of Public Question Time 
Mr and Mrs Owen provided a presentation to the Parish Council on their proposed planning application at 
Glebe Fields, Churchill and answered Members questions in relation to that application. 


