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CHURCHILL AND BLAKEDOWN PARISH COUNCIL 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ ---------------------------------------------------- 

  

Minutes of the Meeting of Churchill and Blakedown Parish Council held at 7.30 p.m. on Wednesday 17th 
August 2016 in the Norman Dawson Sports Pavilion, Blakedown. 
 
PRESENT: Chairman Cllr R Shade, Vice Chairman Cllr Mrs P Hayward, Cllr Mrs S Fowler, R T Benney, J W 
Long, J Lorton and N Rowlinson.   
 
In attendance: Angela Preece - Clerk to the Parish Council, Lengthsman Mark Jones, PCSO Rebecca Ruston, 
Cllr I Hardiman and one member of the public. 
 
1.  Chairman’s Opening Remarks: The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.  He stated that he had 
consulted the Monitoring Officer in relation to the Parish Council’s involvement with the Historical Society.  He 
had been advised that there was definitely an ‘other disclosable interest’ for Councillors who are members of 
both the Parish Council and the Historical Society. When financial matters are being discussed Councillors 
should avoid taking part in the discussion, where possible and not take part in the vote to avoid being accused 
of bias.  
 
2.  Apologies for absence:  Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr B Hession, Cllr P Mellor, Cllr M 
Hart and Cllr S Williams.  
 
3.  Declarations of Interest: Previously made declarations (for which a dispensation has been granted) still in 
place.  The Chairman and Cllr Long declared an interest in agenda items 14 and 15 and an ‘other disclosable 
interest’ in Agenda item 12 planning application 16/0427 in relation to The Avenue. Cllr Rowlinson declared an 
interest in agenda items 14 and 15. 
 
4.  Community Policing: PCSO Rebecca Ruston gave her report. There had been four non-dwelling 
burglaries in the past month. Two recorded just off Churchill Lane, one on Birmingham Road, one on Sugar 
Loaf Lane and also Hodgehill Nurseries, all theft of garden tools.  Cllr Mrs Hayward advised that there had 
been an additional theft over the weekend when chainsaws and a strimmer were stolen. Additional tools had 
also recently been stolen from a builder working on site. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Dispensations. No new dispensation requests received. Previously granted dispensations still in place. 
 
6. District and County Council Matters: Cllr Ian Hardiman gave his report. The Glades building is be 
demolished as soon as possible due to break-ins and vandalism.  The District Council has now obtained two 
sets of covert cameras to tackle the issue of fly tipping.  The District Council is currently drawing up a schedule 
of suitable locations where they may be deployed. 
 
7. Lengthsman & Environmental Maintenance Reports: a) Lengthsman: Mark Jones advised that the grit 
bin at Churchill crossroads needing uprighting as it had been tipped over. Millennium Green – Mark Jones has 
been approached by a resident regarding who is responsible for cutting back the hedges and there is also a 
problem with dog fouling.  The dog bags provided by the Parish Council are being used throughout the village 
and positive feedback has been received from residents. Clerk asked to contact Civil Enforcement Officers at 
Wyre Forest District Council to ask for assistance with this problem.  Cllr Long stated that he was pleased with 
the way the village looked coming from the direction of Hagley and thanked Mark Jones for his work.  
Overgrown hedge between The Swan and Churchill Lane has been reported to County Highways.   

 
The Meeting was adjourned for Public Question Time - one member of the public present, no issues 
raised 
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b) Litter and benches:   Bench on playground has been refurbished, the other benches will be done in due 
course.  c) Grass cutting: Cllr Long stated that he felt he had not been given the correct involvement in 
meetings to do with grass cutting.  The Chairman confirmed that both Cllr Long and Cllr Lorton were elected to 
the Localism Working Party at the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council in May 2016.  Cllr Long stated that a 
meeting had taken place to do with localism and he hadn’t known about the meeting, which he feels is not 
right. The Chairman stated the meeting had been to do with finance and not operations.  Cllr Long stated that 
he is offended by this exclusion and would like to have his displeasure noted.  
 
Mark Jones left the meeting at 8.10 p.m. 
 
8. Highways, Traffic, Street Lighting, Car Park and Parking Matters: a) Meeting of the Highways Working 
Party to be arranged – deferred due to holidays. No further update regarding post for vehicle activated sign. b) 
The Avenue car park: Cllr Long asked for some guarantees that Wyre Forest District Council would not 
dispose of the car park.  Cllr Hart had previously explained that no guarantees could be given for decisions 
made by future Councils. Cllr Hardiman confirmed this to be the case and there were no plans within the 
current administration to dispose of the car park. Cllr Long asked if we could ensure the Neighbourhood Plan 
gave sufficient protection, for the car park, in terms of planning. c) Street lighting: No final details received 
regarding additional street light on Belbroughton Road but indication is that, if an additional street light was to 
be installed, it would be on the same side as the existing ones.  Cllr Lorton reported a number of street lights 
that are permanently on.  
 
9.  Revision of Worcestershire Transport Plan: Members formulated a response including forwarding a copy 
of the transport section of the emerging Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
10. Safer West Mercia Plan: Members felt there should be a comment on technology included as this is a 
crime growth area. 
 
11. Neighbourhood Plan: Inspection is going ahead at this present time.  Cllr Long suggests a leaflet should 
be circulated to residents following the inspection to keep them informed with current situation with the 
Neighbourhood Plan.  
 
12. Planning and Development Control: 
 
 a) Planning Applications Received 
 16/0439/CERTP  49 BIRMINGHAM ROAD BLAKEDOWN  
 Certificate of Lawfulness: Proposed rear extension. No objection. 
 
 16/0427/FULL 57 BIRMINGHAM ROAD BLAKEDOWN  

New single storey brick built double garage and garden room. The Parish Council does not support this 
application.   

 
 16/0442/FULL GLEBE FIELDS CHURCHILL LANE CHURCHILL KIDDERMINSTER 

Construction of detached 4-bed dwelling. The Parish Council refers the letter sent to the Planning 
Officer on the 5th August 2016.  
 

 16/0466/CERTE HARBOROUGH FARM BARN BIRMINGHAM ROAD BLAKEDOWN Description:  
Certificate of lawfulness: Use of annex as a separate dwelling house in breach of condition 5 of 
Planning Permission WF/0614/01.  The Parish Council does not support this application. 
 

  b) Planning Decisions Received      
 16/3036/PNH - 85 BELBROUGHTON ROAD BLAKEDOWN   
 Single storey rear extension - approved 
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13. Minutes:  The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 20th July 2016 were approved. 
 
14. The Churchill and Blakedown Villages Trust: Nothing further to report. 
 
15. Signal Box: The build project is nearly complete, still waiting for arrival of external staircase, building ready 
to be fitted out internally.  External work such as the external fencing and drive area are still to be decided.  On 
target to complete within budget.  A letter has been received from the Local Historical Society asking for 
arrangements to be confirmed for the running and operation of the signal box once work is complete.  A ‘low 
key’ opening of the signal box (still scheduled for 9th October 2016) is being handed back to the Parish Council 
with a celebration event organised by the Historical Society next year.  The Chairman raised the issue that 
insurance for the signal box needs to be investigated. Cllr Fowler will draft a reply letter from the Trust to the 
Historical Society. Cllr Mrs Hayward reminded Members that she had raised concerns at the beginning of the 
project regarding ongoing costs. Members resolved to ask Robert Sprake to draw up a draft lease agreement 
between the Parish Council and the Churchill and Blakedown Villages Trust. Cllr Long agreed to instruct 
Robert Sprake on behalf of the Parish Council.  The Chairman stated that there was no budget provision for 
the cost of this legal work. 
 
16. Parish Website: Deferred to next meeting. 
 
Cllr Hardiman left the meeting at 9.50 p.m. 
    
17.  Financial Report and Payment of Accounts: 
 a) Members noted bank balances at the 9th August 2016. 
         b) Members approved payments as per the list with the addition of the following payment: Mark Jones 
   £682 for Lengthsman and contract work. 
 
18. Defibrillator:  Members resolved to purchase a defibrillator for the Parish.  The Chairman agreed to 
discuss possible locations with the Norman Dawson Trust as it is believed they are intending to also purchase 
a defibrillator and it would be advisable to consult on suitable locations. 

 
19. Schedule of Parish Council Meetings: Deferred to next meeting. 
 
20. Clerk’s Report: Clerks report on ongoing items noted.   
  
21. Correspondence for Information: Members noted the correspondence report circulated with the agenda.  
 
22. Councillor’s Reports and items for future agendas: Cllr Lorton asked for the Pound at Churchill to be 
added to the agenda for discussion at the next meeting. 
  

 23. Date of Next Meeting:  Wednesday 21st September 2016 at 7.30 p.m. in the Pavilion, Blakedown Sports 
Centre, Birmingham Road, Blakedown. 

 
The meeting closed at 10.04 p.m.  

 
 
 
Dated this 21st September 2016 ………….………………………………………………… 
 

Chairman to Churchill and Blakedown Parish Council 
   

 
Notes of Public Question Time 
No issues raised. 


