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CHURCHILL AND BLAKEDOWN PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Minutes of the Meeting of Churchill and Blakedown Parish Council held at 7.30pm on Wednesday 19th 

February 2020 in the Norman Dawson Sports Pavilion, Blakedown. 

PRESENT: 

Chairman Cllr R Benney, Vice Chairman Cllr R Shade, Cllrs Mrs P Hayward, B Hession, J Long, J Lorton, 

and N Rowlinson. 

In attendance: Bev Drew – Clerk, District Cllr Ian Hardiman, PCSO Nichola Merson, PC  Ross Williams and  

twelve members of the public. 

1. Chairman’s Opening Remarks: The Chairman advised that Angela had unfortunately been taken to 

hospital yesterday and all Councillors wished her a speedy recovery.  He also thanked Bev Drew for 

stepping in at short notice to Clerk the meeting.  A meeting at the Primary School has recently been 

attended regarding road safety and from Easter a proper crossing patrol should be in place and the 

footpath widened. 

2. Apologies for absence: Apologies were received and accepted from Mrs Angela Preece (Clerk) Cllr G 

James, Cllr P Mellor, District Cllr Mrs L Jones and District/County Cllr M Hart. 

3. Declarations of Interest: Cllr Long and Cllr Shade declared an interest in agenda item 12 in relation to 

The Avenue for which dispensations are in place.  Cllr Long also declared an interest in agenda item 8a) 

as the applicant and objectors are known to him, also 11 VE Day Celebrations as he is Chairman of the 

Historical Society. 

4. Community Policing: PCSO Nichola Merson gave the report.  Since the last meeting there have been 

three burglaries, one in Churchill, one in Blakedown and one at Blakedown shop.  Jewellery was taken 

from both dwelling burglaries.  There have been three vehicle crimes and one incident of antisocial 

behavior. 

Speed enforcement was carried out on 29th and 30th January 2020 and resulted in 25 offences with 

speeds ranging from 37 – 44 mph, also one vehicle identified with no insurance. 

There has been a big Police operation in West Mercia in relation to burglaries and a number of people 

have been arrested but PCSO Merson was unable to confirm if any of these arrests related to the local 

burglaries. 

PSCO Merson was also very pleased to report that there has been an increase in people reporting any 

sort of incidents to the Police. 

Cllr Long asked why it took so long to get the forensic team to the shop burglary and Nicky responded 

that the delay was due to it being a weekend with less Officers on duty and covering a larger area. 

 

 
The Meeting was adjourned for Public Question Time: Notes of which are appended to these minutes. 
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5. Dispensations: No new requests for a dispensation received by the Clerk.  Previously granted 

dispensations still in place.  Cllr Long and Cllr Shade have dispensations in regard to The Avenue for the 

life of this Council.  They are granted to take part in discussions and any vote on The Avenue. 

6. Minutes: Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 15th January 2020 were 

approved. 

7. District and County Council Matters:  Cllr Hart had provided his written County Council report prior to 

the meeting. Cllr Mr Ian Hardiman gave the District Council report (copies of both reports are on the 

Parish Council website or available from the Clerk). 

8. Planning and Development Control:  

a) Planning Applications Received 

20/0022/FULL 12 CHURCHILL LANE BLAKEDOWN 

Retention of works to existing pond and temporary access track. 

Case Officer Richard Jennings. Date Valid: 13 January 2020. 

There was much discussion on the accuracy of the plans provided and whether there had actually been 

an existing pond at the property also the views of the Environment Agency on this and whether the 

works will increase the flooding risk to neighboring properties. 

Recommend Deferral and request more information. 

20/0093/LBC ATTLEE HOUSE CHUCHILL LANE CHURCHILL 

Internal alterations and external works to roof and pipework 

Case Officer Richard Jennings. Date Valid 4th February 2020. 

Recommend Approval. 

20/0084/HOU 83 BELBROUGHTON ROAD BLAKEDOWN 

New replacement detached garage with storage above (no documents online at present) 

Case Officer Richard Jennings. Date Valid 3rd February 2020. 

The Parish Council were unable to consider as no plans were available. 

b) Planning Applications Received or other Planning Matters raised since Agenda Closed 
 
None 

c) Planning Decisions Received 

None 

d) Planning Enforcement 

None 
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e) Local Plan 

An extraordinary meeting of Wyre Forest District Council Full Council is being held tomorrow, 20th 

February to propose the draft Local Plan be submitted to the Government who will then appoint a 

Planning Inspector to oversee a full public examination to determine whether the plan is ‘sound’ which 

will include holding a series of formal hearings later this year to hear representations from groups and 

individuals who have put forward objections to the Plan.  The Chairman and several members of the 

Parish are speaking at the meeting tomorrow regarding the Blakedown Station car park and additional 

houses in the green belt. 

9. Financial Report and Payment of Accounts: 

a) Members noted Bank Balances at 10th February 2020 

b) Members approved payments as per the schedule. 

10. Lengthsman: The Clerk will update at the next meeting. 

11. VE Day celebrations 2020: A tea party, hopefully with entertainment, is being organised by 

Blakedown WI and the Historical Society in the Parish Room on the afternoon of Friday 8th May 2020.  

The Parish Council is happy to support the event financially; Cllr Long will provide more information in 

due course. 

12. The Avenue:  There has been much discussion previously on this area of land which is not owned by 
the Parish Council but is designated as ‘local green space’ in the Neighbourhood Plan.  The Chairman 
proposed a working party be formed comprising of Parish Councillors and residents to examine possible 
ways forward to keep this area clean and tidy.  This was unanimously agreed. 
 
13. Clerk’s Report: Members noted the Clerk’s report circulated with the agenda. 

14. Correspondence for Information: Members noted the correspondence report circulated with the 

agenda. 

15. Councillor’s Reports and items for future agendas: No new items.  The Avenue and VE Day 

Celebrations agenda items to be carried forward. 

Cllr Long advised that the Historical Society had an approach from Rail Partnership to encourage linking 

stations with the communities they serve and they would like to see the signal box at Blakedown.  They 

will be invited and County Councillor M Hart will also be invited to attend. 

16. Date of Next Meeting: Wednesday 18th March 2020 at 7.30pm in the Pavilion, Blakedown Sports 

Centre, Birmingham Road, Blakedown. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.15 pm 
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Signed…………………………………………………………. (Chairman to Churchill and Blakedown Parish Council) 

 

 

Dated………………………………………………………….. 18th March 2020 

 

NOTES OF PUBLIC QUESTION TIME  

The Chairman invited any residents of Churchill and Blakedown to speak. 
 
Twelve members of public were in attendance.  The following issues were raised; 
 

• Local Plan – Concern was again expressed by residents over the amendments in the Local Plan 

to include extension to the size of Blakedown Station car park and additional housing.  The 

Chairman advised of an Extraordinary meeting of the Full Council being held at Wyre Forest 

District Council tomorrow night (20th February) where they will vote to sign off the document to 

go to the Secretary of State. The Chairman and other parishioners have requested to speak at 

this meeting to voice objections to the proposals in Blakedown. 

The Parish Council is confident they can demonstrate the process and the content of the plan is 

flawed and not compliant with statutory requirements.  The Planning Inspector appointed will 

consider all objections raised. 

 

• Planning Application 20/0022 – 12 Churchill Lane, Blakedown – A resident, living in Blakedown 

for 23 years expressed concern over the above retrospective application to retain an existing 

pond and temporary access track and maintains historic maps and evidence show there has 

never been a pond there.  Concerns were expressed over the proximity of the pond to their 

dwelling, the increased size of the pond which is larger than on the plans submitted, increased 

risk of flooding which will worsen with climate change, diversion which has changed the habitat 

which should be a special wildlife site for wetland plants and animals, failure to notify them of 

the works as riparian owners of the land underneath the stream and close proximity to existing 

flood defences. 

 

• The Avenue -  This matter has been raised previously however concern was again expressed 

over encroachment onto The Avenue, particularly by owners of neighbouring properties which 

is making it look untidy and is dangerous for elderly residents to walk.  There is also concern 

over inadequate signage. 


