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Mrs Angela Preece 
Clerk to Churchill and Blakedown Parish Council 
churchillandblakedownclerk@gmail.com 
 

16th March, 2020 
 
Dear Angela 
 
Re: Churchill and Blakedown Parish Council Meeting – 18th March, 2020 
 
Please find my report as follows for the councillors and members of the public at 
the Parish Council meeting:- 
 
 
Churchill and Blakedown Issues 
 
Further to my previous reports, the ponding issue outside 65 Belbroughton Road 
issue is ongoing but I am promised this will be done this year. 
 
Regarding the jetting of the drains, now the 4 weeks of flooding in Bewdley 
appears to be over, highways staff can now get back to dealing with routine 
highways issues. 
 
Drain jetting has definitely taken place in Blakedown as I witnessed Ringway 
doing the work when I brought Paul Green to the parish on 12th March. Please 
let me know if there are any outstanding issues. 
 
Regarding Deansford Lane Paul Green has been able to secure bend bollards 
as opposed to chevron signs which have now recently been installed. 
 
As stated in my February report the highway work outside the school is 
scheduled to take place at Easter. Sadly, the crossing patrol applicant has pulled 
out and WCC have re-advertised the vacancy with a deadline of 31st March, 
which can be extended if needs be. I am still chasing a formal response 
regarding child bollards. 
 
I still have not forgotten the white lining scheme for the B4188 Belbroughton 
Road which is required before the Safer Roads Partnership will take action on 
speeding. 
 
As reported previously, I have requested that the hedge/verge is cut back on the 
A456 as you enter Blakedown from the Perriford Lane area onwards towards the 
village. This will be done in the Spring. 
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I am arranging for overhanging branches from a tree outside 4 Elm Drive to cut 
back. This is still ongoing but am told this will be done by a local parish gang. 
 
Regarding the station car park, as reported previously, I, together with my 
District Council colleagues are working with our MP and indeed yourselves to 
articulate the concerns of the Parish and many local residents. I am seeking an 
assurance that before the land is used for a car park, capacity is maximised at 
Kidderminster Train Station by way of a decked car park and that Station Yard is 
fully utilised as a car park.  
 
By way of a brief update, as some of you will be aware, I together with Ian and 
Lisa, met with some reps of the local community and Parish Council at a meeting 
on 9th March and I explained what I had been doing as your county councillor to 
represent yours’ and the local community’s concerns on this matter. 
 
I have a meeting on 20th March with two senior officers at WCC to discuss this 
issue and will report back further in my April report. 
 
I have a number of pavements waiting to be resurfaced in Blakedown which will 
be done later in the calender year and I have also asked for Churchill Lane at 
the junction of the A456 to be considered for resurfacing too. 
 
I had a walkabout with Paul Green on 12th March to look at the verge issues in 
Sculthorpe Road as a result of my previous walkabout with richard on behalf of 
the Parish Council to raise with him the issues that Richard showed me. Paul 
could look at potentially putting a small wooden fence or bollards on both verges 
at the bottom of Wheatmill Close but wonders whether the PC really would like 
this as the best option would simply for the cars not to park there and wonders 
whether in the first instance a letter to the car owners to desist from parking in 
the triangles as they are damaging the verges might be a good starting point and 
could I therefore have your views on this.  
 
Regarding the verge on the Mill Lane/Sculthorpe Road junction this is not a 
WCC verge as indeed Richard indicated and I did advise him this may be 
WFCH’s and Paul is going to check and liaise with the land owner. Regarding 
the WCC verges that appear to be damaged by either residents parking or 
commuters who park and go to the station, these could be turfed or re-seeded 
but does question how long this will last and again your comments would be 
welcome. 
 
Wyre Forest Issues 
 
The public realm work for Kidderminster Town Centre is now completed and is 
open to traffic and there is a much better feel to this area of the town. 
 
Work on Kidderminster Train Station continues, with changes to the forecourt 
taking place. The station has recently been demolished. 
 
WCC highways have now started work on the Churchfields site with the creation 
of the spur road off the island which will take traffic out of town. 
 
Hoobrook traffic island is currently having a circa £2m congestion scheme 
worked up and WCC are currently looking at design options and this will be 
announced over the next few months. This is great news for many residents. 



 

 
Strategic Issues – County Wide 
 
Ofsted and CQC are carrying out an inspection of our SEND services on 23rd -
25th March further to our previous inspection when services were deemed to be 
inadequate. 
 
Worcestershire Parkway Station opened last month and this is great news for 
Worcestershire residents in terms of speed of trains and capacity and links to 
London.  
 
Flooding over the last month or so has substantially affected the county with 
road closures, in some cases main roads being closed. 
 
Corona virus is of course an issue for WCC and the county in terms of making 
sure the vulnerable are protected and ensuring that adult social care staff are 
able to come to work and that adequate safeguards are in place for nursing 
homes and care homes. A careful eye is being given to schools but at the time of 
writing there is no directive for schools to close but of course, schools will close 
for the Easter holidays on Friday, 3rd April, 2020 for 2 weeks in any event.  
 
Public Health is a function of WCC since 1st April 2013, as a result of the Health 
and Social Care Act 2012. WCC therefore has a Director of Public Health (DPH) 
who is advising on this matter and there is information on the WCC website. 
Clearly given recent announcements by the Prime Minister, it is clear matters are 
becoming serious and we will be unprecedented times certainly for the next 4-8 
weeks. No doubt this will affect ordinary council services. 
 
If you have any issues that you need me to address then please do not hesitate 
to get in touch. 
 
With my best wishes. 
 
Yours sincerely     

 
 
Cllr. Marcus J. Hart 
County Councillor – Chaddesley Division 
 
Copy to: District Cllr Ian Hardiman, Wyre Forest District Council 
  District Cllr Lisa Jones, Wyre Forest District Council 
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