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Mrs Angela Preece 
Clerk to Churchill and Blakedown Parish Council 
churchillandblakedownclerk@gmail.com 
 

14th May, 2020 
 
Dear Angela 
 
Re: Churchill and Blakedown Parish Council Meeting – 20th May, 2020 
 
Please find herewith my County Councillor’s report to the Parish Council. I would 
be grateful if you could circulate this report to the Parish Councillors and that it is 
read out at the meeting, if I am not present.  
 
Since I wrote my report for the 18th March, 2020, who would have predicted how 
our lives would changes over the last 2 months! 
 
 
Churchill and Blakedown Issues 
 
Further to my previous reports, the ponding issue outside 65 Belbroughton Road 
issue is ongoing but I am promised this will be done this year. 
 
Regarding the jetting of the drains, I am advised that all outstanding drains have 
been dealt with. I did send a note to your clerk and chairman asking to advise 
me of any outstanding issues. 
 
As stated in my February and March report the highway work outside the school 
was scheduled to take place at Easter. This of course, did not happen due to 
Coronavirus but the lining work has taken place and I am advised that the 
highway work should take place over the next 4 weeks. Pleasingly, there has 
been an applicant for the crossing patrol post and they have been successful, 
the HR process is currently being gone through.  
 
All being well, the infrastructure work, the commencement of the crossing patrol 
and the pupils returning to school will all tie in! I am not holding my breath and 
do not suspect this will happen but hope that you would agree with me that we 
are making real progress! I am still pursuing the child bollards. 
 
I have been keeping the school and parents who have been involved in these 
issues updated over email. 
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I still have not forgotten the white lining scheme for the B4188 Belbroughton 
Road which is required before the Safer Roads Partnership will take action on 
speeding. 
 
As reported previously, I have requested that the hedge/verge is cut back on the 
A456 as you enter Blakedown from the Perriford Lane area onwards towards the 
village. I have said that this will be done in the Spring but this has been pushed 
back due to Coronavirus. 
 
I am arranging for overhanging branches from a tree outside 4 Elm Drive to cut 
back. This is still ongoing but am told this will be done by a local parish gang. 
Again, this will be done but the timescale has been pushed back. 
 
Regarding the station car park, as reported previously, I, together with my 
District Council colleagues are working with our MP and indeed yourselves to 
articulate the concerns of the Parish and many local residents. My meeting with 
Andy Baker and Emily Barker did go ahead on 20th March. 
 

In essence, WCC officers still believe the integrity of their data and feel that at 
some point in the future the field will be required for car parking.  
 
However, they do say that they would submit as part of the examination in public 
a submission for staging the locations for car park capacity. 
 
Kidderminster is the preferred option for expansion and indeed I am advised that 
the West Midlands Rail Franchise has a commitment for 1,000 spaces for 
Kidderminster. There are circa 250 spaces at present. Therefore, Kidderminster 
would be phase 1, then station Yard would be phase 2 and the field phase 3. My 
view is this is helpful but of course only to a point as they will still be submitting 
as part of the County wide transport strategy this facility will be required and 
therefore it would need to come out of the greenbelt.  
 
The officers are fully aware and understand my pre-disposed position of not 
wanting this field removed out of the greenbelt and delegated for this purpose. 
The submission was made by Emily Barker as she has an officer delegation to 
submit these responses. I can confirm there has been no formal decision taken 
by elected members at Cabinet or Full Council on the specific decision to 
request that the field be released for car parking. I know that everyone clearly 
knows my view that this is not something that I am predisposed to support for all 
of the arguments that have been well rehearsed at our meeting on 9th March and 
at other times too.  
 
Andy Baker and Emily Barker did also agree to come to a meeting of local 
residents at my request and I have said I will be in touch to facilitate, but the 
likelihood of us being able to do this before September is very slim in my view.  
 
I have been keeping the ‘campaign group’ updated over email. 
 
I have a number of pavements waiting to be resurfaced in Blakedown which will 
be done later in the calender year and I have also asked for Churchill Lane at 
the junction of the A456 to be considered for resurfacing too. 
 
I was contacted by your chairman regarding the painting of the bridge at 
Churchill Lane and Mill Lane and Paul Green has given consent for this. 



 

 
I have also been contacted by your chairman regarding the fence at the junction 
of Mill Lane and Churchill Lane and am in liaison with your chairman and Paul 
Green in respect of this.  
 
Your chairman has also raised concerns regarding traffic volume by the A456 
and Churchill Lane junction queuing past the golf course and I have agreed to 
look into this after the ‘lock down’ with a site visit. 
 
No less than 3 households along Sugar Loaf Lane have contacted me regarding 
the speeding past their properties and Paul and I have held a site visit pre 
lockdown and are looking at additional warning signage. 
 
You did raise with me the fact that the rubber matting on the A456 by Halfshire 
Lane had been removed where the Safer Roads Partnership (SRP) van is 
located. I have liaised with Paul Green and in fact it is a solid concrete base 
which is still there but has been covered by mud and Paul is arranging for this 
matter to be dealt with. Dave Perridge from SRP has contacted me to say they 
attempted to enforce w/c 11th May in Blakedown but due to the verbal and 
physical abuse they received with people shouting and swearing at them and 
banging the windows of the van they had to leave the area.  
 
Wyre Forest Issues 
 
WCC highways have now started work on the Churchfields site with the creation 
of the spur road off the island which will take traffic out of town. This coming 
week there will be disruption as one of the lanes is closed to facilitate the work. 
Work has stopped as a result of Coronavirus but I understand contractors will be 
starting with safe distancing measures being put in place. 
 
As reported previously, the additional funding for the Hoobrook island has now 
been agreed as part of the budget and we should see this scheme commence 
this year to tackle this major congestion hotspot in Kidderminster. I have now 
seen a design scheme at an officer briefing and it is anticipated that work could 
commence before Christmas this year. 
 
Work on Kidderminster Train Station continues, with changes to the forecourt 
taking place. The station has recently been demolished. Obviously Coranavrius 
has affected the timeline. 
 
Strategic Issues – County Wide 
 
As you will appreciate, since I wrote my last report, the world let alone 
Worcestershire and Churchill and Blakedown has somewhat changed! 
 
The County Council has been heavily involved in the response to the 
Coronavirus pandemic working with our other statutory partners. 
 
Libraries remain closed in line with Government legislation as going to them 
does not fit into the category of exercise, food, medical or health need or work.  
 
One household waste site (Stourport Road) is now open. 
 



 

Obviously schools remain closed accept for vulnerable children and key workers, 
but potentially from 1st June, school will be open for reception, year 1 and year 6. 
Locally, this will mean that Blakedown Primary School should have 3 year 
groups in.  
 
Our Hospitals are coping very well with substantial capacity on all 3 sites and as 
you would expect given the more nature of Worcestershire we have been less 
affected by infections than many other authorities in the West Midlands region. 
We have also been assisting our many care settings with PPE. 
 
Registrations of births and deaths are currently being done remotely as our 
Register offices are closed and County Hall is closed to the public. 
 
Worcestershire has a fantastic website Here2Help which is a community action 
response to Coronavirus. There is also a dedicated phone number 01905 
768053 for those without access to the internet. 
 
Annual council scheduled for 14th May has been cancelled at is planned, subject 
to the ‘lockdown’ restrictions being removed to hold annual council at the 16th 
July meeting of full council. 
 
Primary School offer day took place on 16th April and I am pleased to say that 9 
in every 10 pupils will get their first choice primary school. 98% of parents now 
apply on line and received their offer on line. 
 
I am still able to allocate my divisional funding for 2020-2021 and if you would 
like to make an application over the coming months for me to consider I will be 
pleased to do so. 
 
If you have any issues that you need me to address then please do not hesitate 
to get in touch. 
 
With my best wishes. 
 
Yours sincerely     

 
 
Cllr. Marcus J. Hart 
County Councillor – Chaddesley Division 
 
Copy to: District Cllr Ian Hardiman, Wyre Forest District Council 
  District Cllr Lisa Jones, Wyre Forest District Council 
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