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Dear Angela 

 
Churchill and Blakedown Parish Council Meeting – 14th July, 2020 
 
Please find our enclosed report for circulation and reading at the meeting as follows:- 
 
Local Issues 
 
We have been dealing with the usual routine casework, reporting litter and fly tipping on 
the main A roads and along the country lanes.  
 
Lisa, Ian and Marcus have met with Paul Round over zoom recently where we discussed a 
number of planning enforcement issues. 
 
As reported, there is no consent for the work on Perriford Lane with the hard standing and 
officers have advised planning consent would be required for a development here, which 
given the green belt status, on my observation, would not be likely to be forthcoming.  
 
It has been clarified that the work on Deansford Lane is not part of the consent that was 
given planning consent for conversion from an agricultural building to a residential property, 
this is separate and an unauthorised highways access of which Paul Round is in liaison 
with WCC highways and therefore we are chasing but sadly no update but I will be 
pressing. 
 
We have had reports of unauthorised access to land in the Avenue and can confirm that 
enforcement officers have been out to investigate.  
 
WFDC have advised that they have  issued 39 Lynwood Drive with an Enforcement Notice 
(EN) after their application was refused. They have appealed the EN but this has been 
thrown out by the Enforcement Appeals Officer due to them not being able to prove the 
land is theirs. They can now apply for leave to initiate a judicial review in the High Court, 
but WFDC don’t know how they are intending to proceed.  
 

WFDC have further advised that they have visited the site and conducted some research, 
and have discovered that the land is part of number 55 property (Lynwood Drive) on the 
land registry and as such they do not require permission to enclose it.  
 
Paul Round has now emailed and set out fully his rationale for not taking enforcement 
action in respect of 12 Churchill Lane. 
 
We have written to the Leader of the Council requesting a meeting regarding Blakedown 
Car Park. The Leader has declined to even meet with us and we have written further in 



reply. We will attach all correspondence within this email but in essence in his reply he 
alluded to the Chief Executive writing to the Parish Council offering to sell the car park to 
the Parish Council. We have heard rumours about this anecdotally and indeed as a result 
of informal conversations with Parish Councillors but nothing formal from the District 
Council officers or political leadership and we have a ‘no surprises’ protocol where local 
ward members should be kept informed of issues in their ward. This was the reason for 
Lisa’s question to full council on behalf of the 3 of us to make that very point, the question 
being submitted some 10 days ago but slightly superseded now as a result of the recent 
comment in respect of this matter by the Leader of the Council in his email to ourselves. 
We will give you our full assistance in this matter.  
 
Wyre Forest Issues 
 
The train station opened on 7th June, 2020. 
 
Obviously, the world has changed over the last few months! We are very pleased that 
WFDC has received substantial government grant, circa £1.1 million to continue to provide 
services and compensate for loss of income. WFDC has also been administering and 
handing out substantial grants from Government to local businesses.  
 
Car Parking charges were reintroduced from 1st June by the Progressive Alliance and after 
initially sating they would not cash, thanks to pressure from ourselves and others they 
reversed this ill thought out decision.  
 
All refuse, recycling and garden waste collections are carrying on as normal. 
 
Wyre Forest House is still closed to the public as is the Green Street hub save for dealing 
with housing and homelessness applications.. 
 
Full Council, Scrutiny and Planning Meetings continue to meet virtually. Full Council will be 
meeting virtually on 15th July over zoom. 
 
There have been a number of changes to the constitution and delegations to the Chief 
Executive during this emergency period. The Progressive Alliance have decided that they 
will not be holding an annual council virtually this year and that all positions in terms of 
chairmanships and vice-chairmanships will remain the same for 2020-2021. 
 
The overview and scrutiny committee is undertaking a thorough scrutiny exercise into the 
February flooding events in the District at present. 
 
Keep safe and well and please accept our very best wishes. 
  
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
Cllr. Marcus J Hart 
Cllr. Ian D Hardiman 
Cllr. Lisa J Jones  
Wyre Forest Rural Ward Councillors 


