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Mrs Angela Preece 
Clerk to Churchill and Blakedown Parish Council 
churchillandblakedownclerk@gmail.com 
 

14th July, 2020 
 
Dear Angela 
 
Re: Churchill and Blakedown Parish Council Meeting –15th July, 2020 
 
Please find herewith my County Councillor’s report to the Parish Council. I would 
be grateful if you could circulate this report to the Parish Councillors and that it is 
read out at the meeting, if I am not present.  
 
Since I wrote my report for the June meeting, we are seeing an easing of the 
lockdown restrictions at quite a pace. 
 
Churchill and Blakedown Issues 
 
Further to my previous reports, the ponding issue outside 65 Belbroughton Road 
issue is ongoing but I am promised this will be done this year. Paul assured me 
when I met him on 4th June that this will be done and will be tied in with the 
resurfacing work! I await an update. 
 
Further to my May report I am delighted to report that the highways work outside 
the Primary School for the new crossing has been undertaken. There is some 
minor snagging to be completed and some repair work to the wall of one of the 
properties in Roxall Close! I am advised that this should have been done by now 
and have not heard to the contrary that it hasn’t. 
 
I am still pursuing the child bollards and will continue to do so but am inclined to 
pause this and assess how the safety measures and the crossing patrol take 
effect in September. 
 
I still have not forgotten the white lining scheme for the B4188 Belbroughton 
Road which is required before the Safer Roads Partnership will take action on 
speeding. 
 
Regarding the Belbroughton Road, this, as you will be aware, has been patched 
and imminently, it it hasn’t by the time of your meeting, be surfaced dressed or 
certainly the work commenced. This will extend the lifetime of the road in a cost 
effective way. There will be some mess at first with the excess chippings but 
these will bed down and will make sure the road and pavement is swept but this 
isn’t done for at least a week after the surface dressing is done. 
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I am arranging for overhanging branches from a tree outside 4 Elm Drive to cut 
back. This is still ongoing but am told this will be done by a local parish gang. 
Again, this will be done but the timescale has been pushed back but is now back 
on the list as Paul advised me when I spoke to Paul on 4th June. Sadly, still no 
date! 
 
The potential car park on land off Station Drive is ongoing. I have nothing further 
to report further to my full update in my May report,. 
 
Potential additional warning signage for Sugar Loaf Lane is still being 
investigated and indeed I am to meet with a local resident imminently. 
 
Paul and I inspected the rubber matting on the A456 by Halfshire Lane on 4th 
June that had been removed where the Safer Roads Partnership (SRP) van is 
located. We could see the rubber matting buried under the soil and Paul is going 
to ensure that this is addressed. Sadly, to date, despite chasing still no update. 
 
I am meeting with Paul on 23rd July and will be bringing him to Churchill Lane as 
I want him to look at some highways issues regarding the drain and road levels 
and to look at Blakedown Brook. 
 
I will chase him for updates on all of these issues. 
 
 
Wyre Forest Issues 
 
WCC highways have now started work on the Churchfields site with the creation 
of the spur road off the island which will take traffic out of town. This coming 
week there will be disruption as one of the lanes is closed to facilitate the work. 
Work has stopped as a result of Coronavirus but I understand contractors will be 
starting with safe distancing measures being put in place. 
 
As reported previously, the additional funding for the Hoobrook island has now 
been agreed as part of the budget and we should see this scheme commence 
this year to tackle this major congestion hotspot in Kidderminster. I have now 
seen a design scheme at an officer briefing and it is anticipated that work could 
commence before Christmas this year. 
 
Strategic Issues – County Wide 
 
The County Council has been heavily involved in the response to the 
Coronavirus pandemic working with our other statutory partners. 
 
Six Libraries re-opened on 4th July, The Hive, Kidderminster, Redditch, Malvern, 
Evesham and Bromsgrove. At first, only limited services are available. 
 
The majority of household waste sites across Worcestershire are open including 
the Stourport Road site. The Worcester Road site remains closed at present it 
should be open by the end of this month all being well, it is the access issues to 
this site that are making it difficult to reopen as the queues would obstruct the 
island, access to the petrol station and trading estate.  
 



 

Schools have now opened for reception, year 1 and year 6 pupils as of Monday, 
1st June and I know Chaddesley Primary School is open also with an offer for 
years 2, 3, 4 and 5. Secondary schools opened for years 10 and 12 as of 15th 
June. Throughout this time schools will also be open to vulnerable children and 
children of key workers as they have been since 23rd March.  
 
Our Hospitals are coping very well with substantial capacity on all 3 sites and as 
you would expect given the more nature of Worcestershire we have been less 
affected by infections than many other authorities in the West Midlands region. 
We have also been assisting our many care settings with PPE. There have been 
no Coronavirus related deaths in our hospitals in Worcestershire now for many 
days. (This could change on a daily basis however). 
 
The plan for the Acute trust is to start getting back to all of the routine work, 
appointments and screening etc.... 
 
Registrations of births and deaths are currently being done remotely as our 
Register offices are closed and County Hall is closed to the public. 
 
Worcestershire has a fantastic website Here2Help which is a community action 
response to Coronavirus. There is also a dedicated phone number 01905 
768053 for those without access to the internet. 
 
Annual council is taking place completely virtually now over zoom at its 16thJuly 
meeting. 
 
Cabinet will took place virtually on 4th and 25th June.  
 
I am still able to allocate my divisional funding for 2020-2021 and if you would 
like to make an application over the coming months for me to consider I will be 
pleased to do so. 
 
If you have any further issues please do not hesitate to contact me.  
 
Please accept my best wishes at this time and keep safe. 
 
With my best wishes. 
 
Yours sincerely     

 
 
Cllr. Marcus J. Hart 
County Councillor – Chaddesley Division 
 
Copy to: District Cllr Ian Hardiman, Wyre Forest District Council 
  District Cllr Lisa Jones, Wyre Forest District Council 
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